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ROSABELLA- 


CH APTER I. 

It was in such a night as treasoh might 
conceive formed for its sanguinary pro- 
jects, that many deluded individuals of a 
maritime province in Ireland stde from 
their straw-roofed cabins, and in the gloom 
of impenetrable darkness descended vfith 
cautious Steps the craggy rocks to the sea- 
shore ; tbere to meet the subtle agents of 
sedition, who had, with all thie wiles of in- 
terested management, too successfuUy sown 
the noxious seeds of disaffection in the bo- 
soms of the credulous, the ignoratit, the 
idle, and the bigoted ; leading them hood- 
winked not only from their allegiance to 
the existing government, but into the com- 
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mission of crimes hostile to their eternal 
welfare. 

These able missionaries taking every ad- 
vantage of those arguments, which were 
yielded by the injadiciaus absence of land- 
holders, to aid their specious powers of 
misleading, were already in waiting to ad- 
minister oaths, tending to raise once more 
the black flag of rebellion ; and to urge on 
their infatuated ^hereilts, to imbrue their 
hands in the innocent blood of many, whom 
they wished to immolate tbrough private 
^i^e m individual intrigue. 

Punetiml to the summons of wary tre»- 
%5ti, its seoret host assembled round ite 
stitndard ^ ^nä tnore fully to organize thciir 
meditated assasshiatiön of the Earl of M<m- 
i^böft) übhd all who should sleep befieath 
hh Mi3(£ at the monaent of tbia intended 
masdad^e, with that of ihe venerable dow- 
äger Ooutitess Derville and her fami^, 
1^]^ the Itiotives of this night's mustör. 
The sanguinary roll was called in the voice 
of cautious whisper, and responded to by 
^1 but Ikfurphy M^Guire. 

The failure of this response awakened a 
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Sensation o£ ^ainful dismay through the 
br^asts of thh band of misleading mis- 
creants, and their credulous foUowers. 
Tresuson against traitors was «{^rehended : 
gifice Terry^ the son o£ M^Ouire, had been 
reared in the mansion of Lady Derville, and 
his attachment to hi^ Iddy, and fidelity to 
the existing govermnent, had been found 
on th^ ^btle sounding to be invincible $ 
and now it was feared tbe parental sparki 
teaching the &ther to xecoü &om the mur* 
der of his child, was leading him to betray 
all^ and blow them up in the mines l^ey 
were laying for the destruction of other«* 
To treason tbe extension of guilt w^i 
easy j and the policy of these dele« 
gates of mischief suggested the expediency 
of the immediate assassination of M^Guire' 
aad his family, in their sequestered cabin ; 
and at the command of cruelty^ and upon 
the mere suspicion of disaffectio»> the se« 
lected bravoes were filing off, without one 
impeding pang of c^mpuiiction, to deprive 
tbat being of life, with whom, but the pre« 
ceding nigbt» they had »demnly sworn the 
bonds of confederaoy j when, by tue po- 
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• • • * 

tent shock of alartn, they were suddenly 
arrested in their path to crime by a man, 
wbo presenled an intrepid front to inter- 
cept their progress, and who in the voice 
of undaunted courage ordered thetn to 
halt. • 

" Murphy M^Guire/' said this interpbs- 
ing stranger, " is prevented by illness from 
attending your rendezvous : and you, fa- 
ther Delany, whose voice has inform ed me 
you are here giving your benediction to 
iprojects most incompatible with the func* 
tion you profess, have been sought for far 
and near, to receive the confessions of a 
hian, whose life appears to be now calied 
for by the Great Leveller öf all j therefore, 
in his case, the bullet of assassination need 
not seek its billet/' 

The voice of this intrepid stranger Struck 
like an avenging arrow from heaven upon 
the hearts of all, and withheld the nume- 
rous hands raised to inflict the death blow 
of this rash intruder ; and, in the combined 
tones of astonishment and dismay, from 
one to the other was resounded — 

" Lord Montalbert !'* 
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" Yes," replied this intrepid noble, 
** Lörd . Montälbert, whom I have just 
heard you bind yourselves to raurder as he 
slept ; blit who now Stands before you, al- 
though widely awake, to recommend bis 
soul. to'the mercy of Heaveil — yet wholly 
in your power ; and who, ere his bosom 
receives yöur fatal weappn, implores, that 
if his death is inevitable by your hands, his 
life may appease you; and that his un- 
offendiDg' höusehöld may not be sacrificeJ 
to the . veng^ance, whiöh;^ l^e : confcludes, 
must have been awakened solely by him- 
seW ' ' • -'■'■' • • 

A pike was ipstantlyraised in mehace. 
at bim, which even his heröic CQurg^e 
could not have türned from its sanguinary 
purpose, when a genuine Irishman, in- 
iluenced by native generosity of spirit, and 
charmed by coui-age in its undaunted form, 
stepped forth to advise — " Ere they shöuld 
destroy a man who had so unhesitatingly 
intrusted himself to their mercy, to de- • 
mandjwhether chance ordesignhadbrought ; 
his lordship thither, to become a spy upon 
their meeting ?'* ? 
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A few Word« of conciliating tendency 
from father Delany caused this proposition 
to be acceded to ; and bis lordship replied 
to tbeir interrogation» : 

•* Accident solely brought me bere to 
discover en^mies, where I believed I bad 
merited only friends. Tbose wbo know 
tbe present babrts of my life know fuM 
well, tbat lonely walks for solitary con- 
templation are amongst tbem« To indulge 
iHt this propensity, I sallied fortb atKMit twa 
hours since ; and in seeking my favourite 
baunt, fbe seashore, I passed tbe cabin of 
M*Guire, but into wbicb I was led by tbe 
resistless votce of sorrow« I fonnd fbe 
poor man dying^ and all around in lamen^ 
tations j wbilst, to make bis eonfession, be 
piteoifsly implored, bat bis pastor was no 
wbere tob^ found. I, amongst many, went 
to seek tbe f ruant fatber ^ and, wben tald 
that he bad been last seen ascending these 
röcks, I climbed them, and bere descend« 
ed j wben^ from bebolding so many in se- 
cret assembly, I feared I bad unwarily en- 
tered tbe circle of banditti. I tberefore 
concealed myself, until with security I 


migbt edfect my letreat» whea I discovered 
more to ap^l me than the prcgects of a 
hoFäd* of robbers ; but when I &Hmd a band 
wa» rHshiDg ß>rtb to massaei^ a dymg maa 
and bj)» defdttc^css^ wife and chädren» pity- 
ing humanity vanquislied the prudence «£ 
seltpres^vatioii ; and» in the wild teme- 
rity ei impudse, I presented myself befo?^ 
you, t€> aecel^ratQ tbat death» vhieb^ I 9m 
uneonsciou» bow I^ ean bave de^eived£tQCft 

Many voicds now broke tattk h^ tji^ 
Hmrmiirs tbey bad hean taughl tQ utter 
ägainst thi» youh^ noble» 

** Have yott not/* th^y eried» '^ hw» 
fighting übe a lioo tbe eauae of Qf^re^oQ^ 
and shedding the blood of oiir b^t friendü 
tbe Frend), wbo have praoused to ff ee v» 
from out yobe of sub^ctlon^ and yield ua 
the liberty, and weaHh, and happüoea^ 
tbey have secured for.tbem8elve&? And 
now you are come back to U8» whicb aor-^ 
row one of you would have done» had your 
health longer peroiitted yQU to be murder^ 
ing our firiends for us ) what has yourseLf 
done, but by glving yourself up to solitude» 
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debarred us of the advantages which the 
open house of your ancestors, filled with 
guests from all parts flocking to the board 
of öld Irish hospitality, used to afford us 
by the broken victuals, and the expendi- 
ture of money amoogst us ?'* 

" This is no time for attemptiog to com- 
bat those erroneously imbibed political 
opinions, which form your first ch£|.rge 
against me," his lordship answered i '^ but 
to the second, let me ask, i£ my gates are 
barred against the gay, . are they . closed 
ägainst the indigent, or the afflicted? If 
sorrow h^s blighted my relish for gay. 
scenes^^ if griefs, which unfit me for So- 
ciety, lead me in coveted solitude to shun 
the World, who can say my ears are closed 
against the claims' of humanity» or my. 
heart callous to the distresses of my fellow- 
beings ? Which of you ever applied to me 
in the moment of distress, or to my agent 
in my absence, without promptly finding 
every relief that ample means, and a sym- 
pathizing bosom, could yield you ? — What 
industrious tenant have I ever pressed for 
rent? What honest individual amcHigst; 


yoUf rfequiring my assistance, but has re- 
ceived it ? From whom have I withheld ixigr 
advice, my purse, or my protection, who 
merited them ? And, if with the sincerity 
of truth you answer me these questions, 
which I ask not through boast, but from 
necessity — consult your heärts then, and; 
reply to another obvious one : Why is Lord: 
Montalbert to be raurdered ? 

" Is it to establish my presumptive heir 
in my place? A man who squanders, in 
the haunts of the profligate, more than in- 
tegrity can sanction, or humanity approye ? 
for his expehditure far outstrips his means, 
and his ill-fated tenäntry are crushed to 
the earth, to feed his licentious prodiga- 
lity. 

" Will this man, think you, my poor 
deluded countrymen, prove a kinder land- 
lord than your present one ? Will he, do 
you imagine, withdraw from his long fa- 
voured haHnts in the metropolis of the 
sister kingdom, to come hither to supply 
your wants, to soothe your cares, and to 
prove a better friend than his predecessor 
hß& been to you ?" 
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The long ui^ifted pike was now dashed 
to the ground^ and a lowly murmar of 
awakeoing conviction of error moved the 
Ups of all, but the sangoinaiy agents of 
seditioD. ' 

Father Ddany was-^ot the plan of our 
present narrative pennita not our yet dis- 
closing what he exactly was ; therefore, it 
must suffice to say what he was not« The 
Catholic faith was not poUuted by such a 
member, since religion he had none; for 
he was a confinned atheist, who had no 
Scniple to the sacrilegious assumption of 
the garb of priesthood» or to the hypocrisy 
of entering upon the Performance of its 
sacred iiinction, as the pastor of a deluded 
flock, that from his knowledge of varioos 
langnages, acquired in a life of adventure 
abroad, combined with his begniling poweis 
of oratory, had induced a belief of bis 
being a Solcmon, as well as a saint ; and 
in worldiy wisdom he was indeed pro- 
found, since all his plans, and all his wishes» 
centred in bis own temporal advantages. 

Now discovered by his lordship, as form- 
ing one of this sanguinary league, die un- 
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bfdlowed traitpr prpmptly re»olved to in-, 
terpoß«! fox tbe praiervation pf lord Mom 
talbert^9 life, becAugi^ he cpnceivQd he 
might obtftin a rieb reward for hh interffer-f 
Qnce i md shpold h$ not raec^^d in bis 
subsequwt aim of m^kmg thia young peer 

beljeve, b? bad ipercily afiectßd coöpera- 
tipn IQ thi» cpnspirftcy for the purpo^e of 
dev^lpping the d^pth of the plpt, to 3ub-i 
vert it j why, tben, lx)rd Mpntdbert'9 
deatb still would be in the ppwer pf hi$ 
decree« 

In conformity witb this ha^tily fprqaed 
project, tbiß impp^tor priest pUusibljP 
pleaded for the bft pf Lord Moptp^lbert ; 
pleading which bad beqoine whoUy unne-t 
cesfaryi since bis Jprdship's own appeal 
bad e;cpunged the sanguinary ßat'for bi» 
doom from tbe page pf pitilp^ ^^saftsinft-» 
tian* 

But, aUbougb 9uch was tbe efibct of tho 
fascination of bis lordj^hip^s mwmw ajod 
hi^ utterance pf obviows tmths, yet the 
^xjjfQ^xmQy pf e^sacting an pral bond of 

secrecy from him upon the discovery he 
had mad^ was just beginning to strike 
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upon tlie prudence of the wary, when lord 
Montalbert, as eager to save other lives, 
as he- had rashly been that of Murphy 
M'Guire, entreated to be informed, " what 
could influence their determination for the 
destruction of the Ravenswood family ?** 

" Kease*y my lord,** replied one of the 
conspirators, " it is too ould, or too indo- 
lent, my Lady Derville is growing, to be 
shuperintinding the management of the 
property ; so all is left, your honor, to the 
clapper claws of that scourge to the poor 
Irish tinantry— a maroel'\ hearted agent, 
who has got the length of her fut so com- 
pletely, though *tis not so much as her 
brogue-maker, she would be appointing 
the very best workman atnongst us j not so 
much as a mason, nor carpenter, nor 
thatcher, nor one of us ; so all is left to 
bis guidance, and more grief to us ! for, 
sure your honor, it is wid the grinding 
machine of oppression, and the iron mallet 
of tyranny, he does that same ; whilst the 
Turk of a chaplain, and success to him 1 

* Because. t Marble. 
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who lives ob the fat of the land we ferti- 
lize by the sweat of our brow, is never the 
dispinser, either as proxy or principal, of 
that charity, he preaches to his flock: 
whilst, from the young lord's Coming to 
the years of discrition, sorrow morse! of 
hope can gasp out of that same ! for won't 
oxix farruTtts* be out of läse then,' andwont 
he be setting them for higher rints ; for 
"who that knows him, but knows 'tis a 
negur t he is ; and, as to pity — och, mur- 
der ! — 'tis as big a stranger to his heart, as 
plinty is to my roof. 

" Nor/* continued this man with in- 
creasing vehemence, ** have ourselves 
much better to be expecting from the 
young spawn of the family ; for Master 
Charless is the grand sultaB of pride, and 
would sooner break the back of him, nor 
bend it in courtesy to an inferior, whilst 
my Lady Meliora, afeard the eye of po- 
verty would be blighting her beauty, if it 
gazed upon her, never goes abroad, but 

* Farms. \ Niggard. 
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• 

wid her grcen curtain"^ to skreen her; 
and even then gallops for the bare life hyt 
our cabins, as if she feared the sinoke- 
of a poor man's chimney would be tarnish-« 
ing her complexion, or exhale, as it curled 
towards her, the black contagion of bis 
poverty/* 

** But these are not the only individuala 
who inhabit Ravenswood,'' said Lord MoO" 
talbert. * 

** O/' exclaimed the man, who had first 
interposed in bis lordship's behalf," then 
it is Miss Rosy your honor manes to re« 
mind us of, as something worth saving.— 
But more grief to the most desperate pa^ 
triot of US all, if WC would be murdering her» 
bekease it is an angel herseif is, and the 
Httle cherubini,hcrkin, would not be lettiog 
us.-i— -Ah, then, success to her ! for though 
it is like a trembling bird herseif is, itfeard 
of every leaf that moves, the creathur still 
ventures amongst us, whin it is good she 
can be doing; and, though it was the 

* Veü. 
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blint side c^ her fortune had the heart to 
be turning to the jewel, it would be to the 
big amaze of your honor, to be knowing 
all tbe cute contrivances herseif makes, to 
comfort the sick and — — — — " 

The fiirther eulogium of this tool of 
villanous machinations — who, possessing 
a heart of sensibility, alive to every Im- 
pression of kindness, or its reverse» was 
but the more readily led away by the wiles 
of his assaiiants-^-was suspended by the 
well known signal, made irom a certain 
point by one of the confederates, who had 
been at the post town, awaiting some 
anxiously expected instructions from tbeir 
leaders, and who now, half breathless wtth 
dismay, appeared, to announce to this as* 
sembly— " That the allies had entered 
Paris !-^That Bonneparte had abdieated 
the French throne ! !*' 

By the mail from Dublin only arrivii^ 
three times each week at * ■, added to 
delay in the inteiligence of the victors 
being at the gates of Paris» until closely 
followed by the confirmation of their pos- 
sessing it } Ibis horde of conspirators knew 
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nothing of the threatened overthrow of 
their faction, until the mighty blow was 
Struck ; and now, all aghast at the Infor- 
mation, and while the disappointed confe- 
derates stood in dismay, mourning over 
the annihilation of those delusive promises 
of succour and protection, Lord Montalbert 
was sufFered, unmolested, to depart for 
his home, — there to retum his fervent 
thanks to Heaven for his escape from as- 
sassination, and to receive those packets, 
which contained intelligence for him of 
those glorious events, which the Supreme 
Disposer of mercies had ordained. 

When fully convinced, on the foUowing 
day, that the power was subdued, which 
had fed their spirit of revolt, numbers of 
the misguided conspirators threw them« 
selves at the feet of Lord Montalbert, witb 
candour and contrition, to confess their 
meditated transgressions ;— but the wily 
impostor Delany importuned for the honor 
of a private audience, when he subtly 
strove to light the lamp of gratitude in his 
lordship'a breast, for the preservation of 
his life through his influence; and then 
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insinuating, <^ that, a suspicion of tlie tnie 
cause of bis having appeared to coöperate 
in the conspiracy by some means being 
introduced into tbe minds of bis parocbial 
flock,'* he added, " he feared it was 
HO Jonger compatible with bis personal 
safety, to remain amongst tbem;.and, 
tbereibre,.it had become bis most judiciou» 
policy, could he acquire tbe means to de- 
fray tbe expenses of fligbt, to repair ta thß 
continent ; where, independeht of persoqaL 
security, he had a resistless impellent ta 
migrate ;'' and in tbe policy of Ws arts, 
he allowed its source to appear to tbe 
astonished Lord Montalbert just suffi- 
ciently to Iure him into tbe teils he had 
prepared. 

Lord Montalbert, fully convinced how 
judicious would be tbe policy of banisbing 
so foul a stain upon a sacred profession, 
would have affected to credit all be wisbed 
bim to believe as bis excuse for flight; 
and would have aided bim in every way to 
effect so desirable an event, even had De- 
lany's departure for tbe continent beeü 
uninfluenced by any other motive } — ^but 
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the last bait his art» presented made tbat 
fligbt appear essential for the restoratioa 
of his lördship's own indnridual happmess:; 
and therefore, Lord Moittalbcrt,^ h coold 
acarcely be doubted, supplied every requi* 
alte for a prompt and safe migrattoo^ wfaich 
took place that very night ;: and his sacri» 
legious assumptlon of the sacred praföasiMt 
of parish priest was fertmaiately suf^ied. 
hy a man, possessing» in aa evunent die* 
gree» every virtue in wha^ th« unhattowed 
Delany va& defidient. 
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CHAPTER IL 

The account given by the confederates, 
of Lady Derville and family was scarcelj 
hjperbolical, although uttered by preju-i 
dice, influenced by resentment, and in- 
flamed by tbe missionaries of sedition'; 
since her ladyship had allowed a consitu« 
tkmal indolence of mind and fratne to 
increase by a life of inactivity, until it had 
acquired auch resistless power over her^ 
tbat sbe consigned the dominion of her 
grandson^s tenantry to a pitiless agent, 
who, as the corispirators expressed it, ruled 
them witb the grinding machine of oppres- 
aion; whilit, from weak matemal appre- 
hension, and erring judgment, she almost 
imprisoned her grandchildren within the 
circumscription of the domain of Ravens- 
wood, Lord Derville's principal seat ; and 
there engendered, and cherished, in their 
rasceptible minds, foibles and propensi- 
ties, which a judicious intercourse witb 
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society would, most probably, have coun- 
teracted, 

But, as some exten uation of this seclu- 
sion of her wards, we have to State, that 
Lady Derville*s only child had all his na- 
tural virtues obscured, ör bljghted, by the 
unrestrained indulgence of hh infatuated 
parentsj and the errors tind concomitant 
miseries of her son's life led thiö con- 
sclence^strickea mother to the addption of 
a diametrically opposite priücipte^. in rearr 
ing his orphan children, wben beqüe0,thed: 
to her care ; and, by confiniqg,tMiB.U]:Kler: 
her own protecting wing, as long äs mino- 
rity yielded. her Jurisdiction over^thein, she 
firmly trusted, she should pen tip every 
human virtue within their bosoms. 

But education was a necessary, that cpuld 
not be dispensed with ; yet to iraperil theöi 
at schools, would militate against her in- 
tended System of conservation ; a private 
tutor was therefore her alternative, and 
one, not only of profound erudition, but 
of the most rigid morals, she employed a 
leaxned friend to seek out for her; and 
^e Rßverend Thornby Steruham was se- 
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lected for the task of e^lucating Lord Der- 
ville and his brother, and to yield to Lady 
Meliora Monson the Instruction suited to 
her sex. 

The classic knowledge of Mr. Sternham 
was ftdly competent to the task he had un- 
dertaken with a vie w of ultimately obtain- 
ing a mitre for his Services, of which he 
considered the rectory of Ravenswood a 
proraising earnest •, but the rigidity of his 
moral precepts was of that cast, more cal- 
culated to fright away a love of virtue, by 
the gloomy, uncharitable, cold-hearted, 
and selfish doctrines, he inculcated, than 
to plant it, with all its native loveliness, in 
the bosoms of his pupils. Whilst in his re* 
ligious prdfessions he was austere, and ap- 
parently but just escaping fanaticism ; he 
affirmed the Catholic persuasion to be his 
abhorrence, and every member of it his 
abomination ; and continually uttering his 
opinion before the attending domestics, 
and writing philippics against bigotry, &c. ; 
and Publishing and circulating these opi« 
nions in cheap pamphlets, and establishing 
himself as a fame-stamped author, with 
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bis name prefixed to all, awakened emsdty 
to him in tbe bosom of altnost every Ca- 
tkolic ia tbe province, and not a little 
aided in arousing that sanguinary ipiiit, 
wbich had nearly proved fatal to tbe £unily 
of Ravenswood. 

Lord Dervi^, at tbe pariod of tbis me- 
ditated oiaBsacrej had not long completed 
bis twentietb year. His abilities for ao 
quiriiig Knowledge were of far fix>in a con- 
jsmptihle order ; but tbe stem inattractive 
method of bis preceptor, to dogmatise bits 
into a scbolar, taught bim more of abbor^ 
sence to learning, tban of its lore; and, 
witb tbat tbirst beonce bad feit for liteni- 
iure, slaked by tbe cbilling cup of auste- 
rity, tbe passions of bis bosom became tbe 
study for bis pursuits, and soon tbe most 
prominent one absorbed all otbers ; and tbat 
passion, so seldom found in the breast of 
youtb, to bligbt its genial blossoms of be- 
nevolence — avarice, assumed füll dominion 
over bim. 

Tbe dissipation of tbe late Lord Der- 
ville bad considerably impoverisbed tbe 
estates, and embarrassed tbe property; 
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whilst the am^ple jointure of the dowager, 
and the porti<Hi8 of the younger childreiv 
(arrauged by marriage Settlements, ere tbis 
jprod^ality had dhninished the sources of 
the family wealth,) bore beavily upcm the 
young heir ; wfaich bis agent, Mr. O'Lnr- 
eher, perpetually sounding in bis attentive 
ear, it made an early and deep impression ; 
whüe bis grandmotber's matemal appre. 
hensions of the £ai&cinatiiig charms of her 
portionless prategee, leading her for ever 
to descaot ^^ npon the miseries of State 
and poverty combined ; with the absolute 
necessity, bis lordsbip was under, of re* 
pairing the injury bis fiitber^s extravi^nce 
had entailed upon bim by a wealthy al* 
liance/' gave to that expediency» and the 
attracticms of riches, still greater allure- 
ments in bis mind, where rankled pain* 
fully the idea of all the dcfimations he 
must sustain, to pay tbose unfairly ar- 
ranged thousands to bis brotber and sister, 
wbo, he thoughty ought in equity to bear 
tbeir proportion of the bürden of bis fa- 
ther's prodigality, which was decreed to 
fall upon bim so beavily. 
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Disgusted by religion and leamingy 
through the inattractive garb they unfor- 
tunately wore to him, Lord Derville had 
no important or rational pursuit, and was, 
consequently, early cast upon the shoals 
t)f idleness and apathy. No wonder then, 
the inevitable effect should menace his 
eternal, as well as his ternporal destruc- 
tion ; and every thought, at length, con- 
centrating in selfish policy, awoke only to 
liis own individual aggrandisement, from 
the age' of seventeen, when vanity began 
to whisper he was the possessor of much 
personal attraction, as well as his brother — 
it became his fondly cherished project,*to 
Iure his grandmother from her gequestra* 
tration in Ravenswood to London ; for 
him there to captivate some wealthy heiress, 
and, through an early and splendid alli- 
ance, to insure his happiness by securing 
riches for hiin ; and, from the moment of 
forming this project, he never ceased im- 
portuning his guardian to realise it : but 
firmly she negatived his entreaties; yet, 
whilst she did so, in the wary policy of not 
driving him to the desperation of rebelling, 
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and going there without her, she volun« 
tarily entered into a solemn promise of 
visiting London with all her wards, the 
moment the olive branch should wave over 
the united kingdoms; a promise she un<* 
hesitatingly entered into» in füll conviction 
of her life not being extended to behold 
the dove of peace descend upon Europe« 
Charles Monson was.one year bis bro-* 
ther's junior, and far surpassed him in 
mental and personal attractions ; but, like 
Lord Derville» bis zest for erudition bad 
received a fatal chill from the injudi- 
cious austerity of bis preceptor : yet not, 
as in his brother's case, was it totally 
extinguished } for as tlie abilities of Charles 
were of the first ' order, in despUe of 
diGigust to his tutor, and invincible idle- 
ness, sufficient knowledge was almost in« 
tuitively imbibeli by him, to allow his en- 
tering upon an academical career» could 
the permission q£ bis gum^ian be obtained 
for thftt jouri^^; but frpm ^ sending him 
to encounteXv >he pathi i93^ d<mger in a 
College hfir If^yship. »volte^i and she 
detain^djlom at. |l.a^€Bi^0Qd. in- tbß. mast 
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pertiiciaun of all vortices for an active 
ipirit» tirot cf idleness. 

Not to beoome an actoor on the gti^t 
stage of life, was to Cbarled Monfioxi «li- 
sery be}nmid efid«iraf»ce: and '^en dis-* 
a^pohrted of the iionoi»rs to be dDtaitied 
by learning, bbe ntxt dasire of 1ms beait 
becatne (bat of stgtialaaing -bimMlf in 
a^ms ; bift to extiract permisslmi frotn his 
grandmo4?h&r, was a process ti<it to be 
aeeonipHsbed, altboagh sfee en^eavourad 
to^ a^uag^ the gri^ ^nd Indignation be 
e^rintöd upon her contoimacy, by the tem- 
pörizing promise of allowing him to enter 
Idie Mmy, as soon ais peace sbould be 
l%slOt<ed to £utt>pe; Ixit this pi^omise^ go 
degrüditig to 'kis mattial feeh'sg, awakeued 
his most gloMfkig Yesewtment, and mtny 
duced into fais hjtherto sooiai and i^i- 
h^thröpic mind t^ spfrit df «uHen Ars- 
(xMlent. 

Oiarles tum ^oo|)ed in silent, uncom« 
plainiog misery; for there was not an 
individtial «n his circle, ^o M^bom bis rea* 
flon trould bow, er his affection lead bitn 
to bend) fm aa bis grandnather bad 
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bligfated all his 4earest wiahes» his opi* 
aioa of her judgment feU from its alti*- 
tode, and he foeUeved he almost hated 
her for her transverse System. His sttter 
and Eosabella were nearly as much \out 
of his favour at this moment as his guar- 
dian, from ciHiiciding in all her qpimona, 
merely because they were her opinioast 
to wliom they naturaUy looked up as to 
an orade : tbe sentiments of his brother 
were upon most points dissimilar to his 
own, and Mr. Stemham was hisraversion. 
Tbi2s, therefore, without a cotopetent 
friend to pour balm into his deeply 
wounded spirit, or to correct the opi- 
nions bis seclusion from extended society 
had engendered and nourished, Charles^ 
absorbed in his own bitter disappointment, 
sunk into all the gloom inspired by grief 
and mortification« at finding himself doom' 
ed to be an useless member of society ; 
whilst conscious of possessing that within 
him, which could raise him to the summit 
of any bonourable profession, and feeling 
his own insignificance as a contemptibie 
idler in the universe, with all tlie humi- 

c 2 
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Kating wounds the acute susce^^^^ 

ready was. and sbouldbecomemc^e sosü«, 
as years accumulated on his head, the 
"ontemned of the estimable. as a be.ng 
too inert, or too pitiably »f 7«*' *^„f ' 
anv part of utUity in the theatre of We. 

The consequence of all this mental mor- 
tification was. that the predommant foihng 
of his mind-pride-took deeper root to 
arise in consdous loftiness. in anticrpation 
to repel such unjust suspicions of ta» ca- 
pabilities or his inherent principles ; and 
tremblingly alive to every shadow of that 
contempt, which he feared must lengthen 
as his day of life advanced, he became 
ever on the watch for causes of ofiFence; 
to prove his spirit in resentment, at least, 
vras not too inert for action. But while 
inisanthropy was thus infecting him with 
its baneful influence, through the hutni- 
llating peFsuasion that all mankind must 
despise him as an idle younger brother, his 
love for his country hourly augniented, 
mspired by contrition for his proving a« 
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useless, and therefore an unworthy soiu 
And as he grieved for his patriotic in«- 
utflity, he imbibed adoration. of eyen the 
very errors of his country ; became en»- 
vioqs of every other nation that could 
claim superiority in any excellence, and 
not only jealous to agony for its fame 
and welfare, but was unconsciously train* 
ing himself into a vindictive brand» to 
take fire for the destruction of all who 
dared not to pay idolatroos worship at 
Hibemia's shrijae. 

Lady Meliora Monson^ one yearycainger 
than her brother Charles, was indebted 
to nature not only for transcendent beauty, 
but for mach talent, and many excellent 
qualities of the heart ; all of which how* 
ever, were at times obscured by.exces^ 
of vanity, imbibed from the unqualified 
adulation of her own family djrcle ; wbo 
influenced by partiality, and in their cir- 
cumscription beholding nothing to surpass 
her in exterior, believed her nearly superr 
human; whilst she, from her stationary 
sphere, . seeing no individual who aimed 
at rivalit^, naturally concluded there wa^i 
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not in existence &scinatioiis to surpass, er 
equal her own« 

From Mr. Sternham her ladysfaip had 
learned all modern language» for femate 
education, with as much elassic mfbrma* 
tion as her hatred of his austerity per- 
mitted her to acquire : but as he left her 
religious principles to the precepts of in« 
tuitioii-'''-only at stated periods giving lec- 
fures npon the subject to his pupils, too 
abstruse for their comprehensiony w too 
gloomy for their taste ; and from that 
scurcö obtainiQg no lesson upon the hu* 
mility which ought to prove the soft light 
to show the patb tp Christian perfectioo, 
ihe had allowjed her besetting sin of Tanity 
to reign most resistlessly over these ac- 
^irements too; and having no compe« 
titor to teaeh her a just estimate o( her 
abiGities» she acqiiired an inattractive af- 
fectatioti even in her display of them, 
^though her exhibitions for admiration 
were rarely in her power to make to more 
tban the inmates of Ravenswood mansion. 

When we say that Lady Meliora had 
ÄO competitor to yield her a true 


SMtion of h« own charo»« and ^cquino- 

mmtaf v^ do not meaa, tbat Slambdhv 
the prot^g^^ of kef ^andmotbw». ^^^ di»- 
^liM^ified frof» provi^ such ; but «he m» 
not p^rmitted tp become this eo^ojboiM^ 

ferkrriiy in eyt^y mental aed pecwml 
dharm^ h^Ting b^ea ioiplanted in h^ 
brecKSl frott ^von ber inoß^t juveftttct daye^ 
bj the policy «f Lady DwviUq, as a eftidid 
«grinst thc; dreaded oaptivatk« of her 
graodaons, RosabeUa belkved it waa so; 
and witb all the happy €»3« of coite«t- 
nent in ber iaferiority» sbQ gr^w Up in 
füll coQvtction» that vafiity could fii^d no 
excuse for sh^Uer in h^ bosoc» ; and that 
her only obance of obtainiQg admiration 
was» by deserving est^m« She tberefore 
Oven from childhood ezerted aU her pow* 
ors to weed her hoart and nind from every 
teodency to error ; whilat, as her excellent 
undcrstanding led her to believe, sbould 
flhe survive her protectress, she should 
have to depeod chiefly upon her own 
exertions fbr tubsistence, she suifered no 
disguat firom tho auateritiea of Mr. Stern- 
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ham, to itnpede her in obtaining everjr 
Information he condescended to impart} 
and as she was the only one of his pupils, 
who met his caprice or severity with 
patience and Submission^ so in time she 
became the only one he experienced any 
approach to pleasure in teaching, and he 
gave to her many lessons for her im*- 
provement, when his other pupils declined 
availing themselves of his Instructions. 
Thus Rosabella was led to find the uses 
of adversity : and in reward as it seemed 
for such laudable industry, Frovrdence 
ordained her other incalculable advan« 
tageS) which we shall in the subsequence 
of our narrative coipmunicate. 

The showy accomplishments of Lady 
Meliora and Rosabella laboured under the 
disadvantages of being acquired only from 
the best Instructions to be obtained at 
a distance from the metropolis ; still how- 
ever, Lady Meliora performed on the 
piano forte and harp with tolerable science 
and execution, and sung most sweetly ; 
yet Rosabella would have exoeeded her 
far in vocal and instrumental excellencey 


hid it not been for the excessive timidity 
of her nature, aided by the chilling ab- 
sence of the cheering ray of encourage- 
ment. 

. Lady Meliora painted flowers, sheils^ 
and feathers, with great skiil, ^wbile. Roh 
sabella had acquired a surpassing faciUty 
in sketching scenery frora nature, and 
grouping iigures from imagination ; , but 
although die äould perform all this with 
exquisite taste and correctness, she yet 
could proceed no further ; since her master 
was himself incompetent to finisbing her 
beautiful designs into picturca« 

The aflfectation of Lady Meliora de- 
stroyed every pleasing effect in her dan- 
cing ; whilst the gracefully inartificial ease 
of the animated Rosabella, when, with her 
whole heart engaged in her employment, 
she measured the mazy round, must have 
attracted universal admiration, had she 
ever appeared as a votary of Terpsichore 
out of the fiimily circle of Ravenswood ; 
where from the wary management of the 
fearful parent» the impossibility of our 

c 5 
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heroiiie'9 excelling in anj thing was tbe 
real ov pretended belief of all. 

The apprehensions of Lady DerviUe 
relative to the eflfect of Rosabella' s charms 
xnay possibly find thelr justificationin the 
minds of our prudent readers^ when they 
iearn all the motives for them in the story 
of her hapless insulation i and may for* 
give, in some degree, her ladyship's ap« 
parent unkindness, in placing the perfec- 
tions of this young nnfortunate in such 
mortiiying shade, when they hear how 
mich real benevolence she had exercised 
towards her. 
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CHAPTER III. 

In aböttt two yeärs after the decease 
of her son, Lady Derviile found it n^- 
cessary ibr the health of the young heir, 
to Tifiit the coast for the benefit of feea 
bathing; and although RavenBwood waft 
within a mile of the sea, yet the shore 
there presented was too bold for her 
purpose. To sonie diatance therefbre 
from the spot she had detertnined shoiild 
be the stationary place of her grandchil- 
dren's conservation, her ladyship found 
herseif compelled to take them; änd tö 
the village of Myrtle's Town, aboilt thirty 
miles from her home, she acdordingly 
removed with her young Charge, for 4 
teraporary residence. 

Although the Strand at this village pre* 
sented every thing auspicious for bathing, 
yet in every other accommodation it wad 
miserably deficient; and the best aböde 
her ladyship could procure requiring som6 
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essential repairs ere she could commence 
its tenant, she remained a few days at the 
King William's Uead; the only species 
of inn this humble and temperate bathing 
place afforded. 

The mistress of this little inn was, both 
irom inclination-and duty, extremely at-. 
tentive to her guests;'and knowing the 
rank of Lady Derville, her ladyship re- 
ceived her due share of officious assir 
duity. ' 

In the frequent intrusions of Mrs. Cor«* 
mack into the parlour of Lady Derville» 
she was accompanied by a beautiful girl« 
of about two years old, whom she either 
held carefuUy by the band, or carri^d 
in her arms ; and whose fascinating coun- 
tenance at length powerfully attracting 
the young Charles and Meliora, they im- 
portuned to have her for a playinate. 

" Certainly/' Mrs. Cormack said, " if 
the child would stay with theni, who was 
become . so fond of her, she could not 
bear one moment's absence from her/' 

*^ She is not your own child» I iinagine/' 
said L.ady Dei^viUe« 
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** Och, no, my lady,** replied Mrs. Cör- 
mack, ^^ nor in regard to that same, doe9 
myseif know who ouns her ; barring in- 
deed, that to a certainty she onst had 
a motfaer, who /was as beautiful as a blush« 
ing rose, only in respect to being as pale as 
a ghost.~-Heaven preserve us ! And well 
she might, the creathur, for wasn't herseif 
going to be ktdnapped by a yellow divil, 
and tom away from her oun bom cbilder l 
-—Och, murder my lady! what a cruel 
case was hers, and myself is not likely to 
be forgetting it; having one of the poor 
childer fathered upon my pour bones, who 
have nothing at all, at all, for myself; yet 
any how, His half ofthat same the darlingt 
shall have, and welcome, since the * jew of 
Heaven never rested on a love^spr plant 
of promise." 

i The interest and curiosity of Lady 
Derville being now fully. awakened^ she 
entreated, if it was not a secret which 
must not be confided to her, to be inform« 

♦ Dew. 
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ed of the particulars of tfa« dnld's tppa* 
rently most Singular story« 

*' Üiorrow secret in life is thra'e in 4t» my 
lady, ohly myself knows not one wcnrd 
of the matter; and how wouldl, ia re^u'd 
to my »ever having set my two ieoking 
eyes upon one of the kit> befbre not since, 
barring the habe ? 

•• Bot, my lady, it was when I was 
at Donaghadee— when it was a rail inn 
myself was the mistresd of, wid dooiB 
and chiinneys to every room» and stables 
füll of nags, and waiters, and Stacks of 
turf, and poultry, and pigs, and every 
elegance. — Ochem ! but 'tis up ita all 
wid me now ; though I would have made 
my fbrtune there, only Uwas too fond of 
the cre^thur my husband was— Heaven 
rest his soul! — So it was behind hand 
we kept sneaking every year; but then 
to be sure, he had the luck to die, or 
'twas a jail that was gaping for him ; 
and then I.was forced to bend to my 
fortune, and come all the way from Do- 
naghadee out of the black north, to this 


my native place, to dispärage myself by 
keeping an inn, tbat is a humbug upon 
one/' 

•* Pray Mrs. Cormack, have the good* 
ness to teil me all you do know, relative to 
the poor child,-' exclaimed Lady Derville, 
who began to apprehend she should never 
learn what sbe was all anxiety to hear. 

*• Yes, my lady, I am going to teil you" 
all about the poor babe, in the little myself 
knows r^— but indeed it was only my grief» 
was what interrtipted me. — Well, my lady, 
it was in a rail inn myself was, just two 
montbs before my first husband came fo 
bis last gasp— that is, I mane he will be 
my first husband, if I have the luck to get 
a second — which indeed the fortune-teller, 
who cast distinies truer nor ever I heard, 
tould, the day of poor Cormack's bering, 
I will, in regard to roy having two mo'wls * 
on my ring finger; and indeed for that 
matter it was free t, let alone two, herseif 
might have seen, had sbe lucked as oute 
for them as I done. 

* Moles. t Thtee. 
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•* Well, my lady, when I was mistress 
of that elegant inn in Donaghadee, five 
sorrowful months ago, a carriage with ibur 
foaming nags to it came flying up to our 
door. 

" Here Thady! Fat! Bryant, says I, 
bawling as loud as ever I could yell ; just 
for dacency's sake» to give the house an 
' elegant air, 

** Arrah,* cries I, * wbere are yelz alj 
miching, ye rapperus yez ?* The sorrow 
waiter had we left, my lady, but what were 
all packed off, by rason of our being on thö 
rowl down the hill ; only just barring lame 
Thady, who myself knew was gone snoring 
to bed wid the whiskey ; and so in regard 
to this misclance having befallen our onst 
elegant establishment, myself was now 
the only waiter upon the premises; and 
indeed for that matter, not another man 
was to be found in bis sober seuses, but 
myself, and little Sheela ; for the cretb'ur 
had murdered poor Cormack too; for 
which rason I was the one that seen most 
of the guests, being their constant attend- 
ant whilst they stopped. 
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^* So, my lady, as I was a saying, out 
came stalking from the carnsLge a yellow 
divil, füll seven feet high, if he was an 
inch ; wid the hair of him as black as 
his heart; and the beard, which was let 
to be growing wild on his lip, curled 
up to. his nose, for all the world like 
two pot-hooks; and Hwas prouder nor 
Lucifer he was, not thinking — cock him 
up! — ^the soll,, which the blessed Saint 
Fateick walked upon, good enough foc 
his stately hoofs to stalk over, gabbling gib- 
berish to myself all the time he was alight- 
ing.; which sorrow word of could I ander'* 
stand, uQtU out popped something like 
doHf wben och! murder, my lady; the 
life that was in me was stagnated, and 
not a morsel of me but shock like the 
earthquake; for thinks I to myself, 'tis 
a.dun. he is telling me he is,. arid not a 
tester* have we to give him, set in case 
'tis baUifb he has.wid htm. 

" But sorrow catchpole was there, my 
lady, only the notamyf of the biggest beauty 

* Sixpence*laAp^iuiy. . . . ^ f Skeleton. 
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mjraelf ercr teesy not more nor twinty 
years of age ; bat as white as a winding 
•lieet i bkss ua f and save us ! who spoke 
aa elegant EngHsh as mjself^ bot widoot 
the twang, sa I understud her in a nänute» 
whin she axed could tfaej be accommo* 
dated at our inn until the packet would 
aaiil £ur Portpatrick ; and though pretty 
spoken sbe was^ she was quite of a tremble 
from grief, and 'twas tbe biggest of tears 
atud in her beautiful eyes ; and so I sbowed 
them into my best parkuir, since sorrow 
better had I, in regard ta having bnt one ; 
and then quickly came, following the beautj 
out of the carriage, a tawny weneh» gab* 
bling the gibberish too, bearing this snow* 
drop of a darling fast asleep in her arms. 

** Ah, ha !* thinks I, * my dream ts out» 
for this shower of orange and white liltes 
18 the gold and silver I seen dropping 
on me, from the t est er of the b^, in my 
sleep last night ;' so wid that i usber^ the 
nurse into the parlour, whin the instant 
ever the yellaw man behetd tbe chlld» 
he stamped his hoofs at the nurse, and 
beilowed out somethiiur, vhich «aade the 


BOSABJEJLJLA« 45 

beauty burst into tears, and wring the 
white bands of her, and the tawny^ whom 
tbey call *Ann Tonejr^ made off wid 
the chfld ittto the kitchen» and I afler her, 
and all I could then make out from ber 
was, that.the yeUow divil was the t Juke of 
Soirow, and tbat's wfaat he was, and more 
grief to bim the Turk l— *and that the cbild 
was not bis, but the Lady Ducbeas of 
Sorrow's, by her first spouse i and so he 
hated her, the innocent, bekease he would 
be jealoQs of the father^ that was in bis 
cvwld giave ; and that same was a quare 
ihing} but /twas true, for Ann Toney, 
as Shela and I made out quite cute from 
her Jargon,-— that the beauty had married 
tiie yellow man for bis money, for the 
sake <£ her two cbilder, a boy and girl ; 
and all wint on mighty smooth, until what 
does he do, the inquisitor, but finds her 
crying over the picture, and lock of her 
jfirst husband's hair; botb of wbich he 
horled out of the window, and was in« 
stantly traasmogrified firom a tinder daating 

• AaUnia. f Duk«. 
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lover into a mad divil ; and he kidnapped 
the boy from her, and sint him, poor 
habe, where she will never clap eye» 
on him more. the Tiger ! kease it was the 
father»s name he bore; and then all in 
a foam of phrenzy he set out travelling 
wid her, and was now going to take her 
to his home, in bis land of Sorrow, where 
he would enclose her in ä castle, Ann 

Toney said-OcÄ/ the Turk! of ould cast 
Steel. 

^ " But not another name, but the Juke of 
Sorrow could I get out of Mrs. Ana 
Toney, my lady, and as to the tree yellow 
«nps. who attinded the carriage, I could 
pump nothing out of them ; nor can I 
blame them for their secresy, in regard to 

?:"r^--g-bletospeakawordof 
Engl.hat all, at all. barring. mad-Wrf' 

for the T? '1 "^^ ""'*"^«^' ^^^ dun, which 

« wT ** ^""'^ '^»'•e** «»« wid ! 
* A U be bail, OUT weU füll of «dt tears. 
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and scarcely let a morsel pass her lips; the 
packet sailed, and they all in it; and 
though I could not sleep for two whole 
nights for dreaming of the beauty's trou» 
bles, and thinking what a warning her fate 
would be for me, when I became a widow, 
not to be marrying again ; little did myself 
expect to see any of the kit again; bat 
bubaboo ! back marched in the seif same 
packet they sailed for Fortpatrick in, Miss 
Ann Toney and the child, and a fine story 
she made out in her gibberish : 

^* That the juke and duchess were more 
friends nor ever, in regard to bis having 
found she bad regained the picture and 
hair, from the street, where he had thrown 
them, and so in the madridden freaks of 
him, he had sint the girl away too, un- 
knonst to the mother ; and who she was 
going to place in a nunnery, in Dublin. 

^* But all tbis was a humbug, my lady, 
for whin myself arose next morning to 
waken her to go by the Belfast coach, 
the saygrell was flown, leaving the poor 
sieeping innocent behind her; and from 
that hour to this, no tale or tidings has 
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myself been aUe to rake up of <me of 
diem ; nor a morsel regarding tJiem could 
even the captain of the packet leam at 
Portpatrick, barring tfaat the beauty faad 
been carried away qnite insesisible in the 
camage, afew hours after the child was 
packed off:'* 

*^ And so my lady, this was tfae i^acy 
tfaese yellow divik left me, wid only six 
changes for the idear babe^ of the raü 
dandy of elegant clothes, and a purse 
containing twinty golden guineas; which 
Cormack's distresses making him spind in 
no time» maintaining the darlingt became a 
debt of honour, which, as long as the 
breath is in me, I'll strive to be paying/* 

" Then you know not even the name of 
the poor deserted habe," said Lady Der- 
ville. 

*' Och ! than sbrrow imich more, my 
lady, as Ann Toney had picked out, quite 
cute, the marking on the babe's linen; 
but I did hear the beauty c^U the child ^her 
Rosabella/ — but myself saw another name 
written on the shutter of the Chamber 
Window, where the beauty lay ; and as the 
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writiag was not there before, myself is 
certain it was her penmanslnp, the crea* 
thur! — It was soxne very cuttitig words 
addressed to &ne Frederick, abo»t falling 
in battle, and leaying her to such misery, 
that the heart ci me bled at reading them, 
a&d so I scowered tbem dane ' out, which 
f^ther Beilew was mad wid me for, be- 
kease, he said, he would faave copied 
writing, and all exact, which might have 
hehped the poor habe, to disoover her kiff 
Äöd kiiK*^ 

The interest of Lady Derville for this 
sitignlarly deserted chiid was so power- 
fialfy awakened, that she lost not a tnoment 
in writing off toDonaghadee, to this Father 
Beilew, whom Mrs. Cormack had pro- 
ßounced an bonour to bis function, re- 
questing bim to offer twenty guineas 
reward "in her name, to any one, who 
oonld yield snch certain intelligence of 
fbe escape of Antonia, as could lead to 
a discovery of a clew to trace her by 
to her place of retreat ; and lest in future 
tlfDe inqniry ^might be made for the child 
at tbe inn, wbefe ^e had been so cruelly 
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deserted, to have a füll direction of where 
to find the forsaken Rosabella left in the 
hands of Mrs. Cormack?s successor. . 

Nor was our young heroine idle in toiling 
for her own advantage ; for by her infant 
:fiu(cinations sbe so won lipon the afiection 
of Lady DerviUe, and so compktely e^- 
twined herseif around the heart of Lady 
Meliora (nearly one year her senior) that 
they could scarcely permit even her mo- 
snentary absence fromthem; and when the 
time for their sojourn at Myrtle*s Town 
approached its termination, Lady Derville 
found» that parting from their engaging 
favourite would prove so severe a pang to 
herseif and grandaughter, -that she deter« 
mined not to inflict it; when promptly 
making arrangements with Mrs« Cormack, 
she carried off the little Rosabella, now 
with the natne of Frederick added as & 
paternal one, to a much more attractive 
residence at Ravenswood ; where unsought 
and unclaimed sbe remaioed, treated with 
every tender indulgence, every encou- 
raging mark of partial affection by her 
benefactress, untU matemal alarm, for the. 
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effect of such a rare combination of per- 
fections upon the heart of either of her 
grandsons, led her ladyship to the painful 
policy of throwing all the charms and ac- 
quirements of the timid Rosa into shade. 

Aod this policy, although it ivounded 
the susceptibility of the grateful Rosabella, 
in the painful apprehension of having be- 
come less worthy of the affection of her 
bene&ctress than she had once happily 
been, most probably had proved a shield 
to the heart of Charles, in whose enthusi- 
astic nature the visions of superlatives were 
eyer floating, and who had early deter- 
mined only to wed the most beautifiil, most 
amiable, most sensible, and most accom- 
plished girl in the universe; and as Rosa 
was carefuUy pronounced by all the adults 
of Ravenswood to be far inferior to his 
sister in all things ; and as, with the eyes 
of a youthful brother, he had discovered 
some imperfections in that sister, during 
their frequent disagreements for " trifles 
light as air," our heroine's power of charm- 
ing was dissolved ; while, as to Lord Der- 
ville, the attractions of Rosabella might 
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have been permitted to blaze in their fuU 
ndiasce upon him, without their thawing 
that heart) firozen by the chillitig influence 
o£ the passion which occupied bis bosom. 

But still the ever-wsJceful apprebensions 
of Lady Derville's mind, upon the subject 
a£ this possible attachment, could not be 
luMed by Observation upon these inter> 
vening barriers for her security ; because, 
from the indolence oi her nature, she would 
not undergo the trouble of observing : and 
aboat the period Rosabella attained her 
twelfth year, an incident occurred, which 
aroused those apprebensions into all the 
tortures that could agonize the bosom of 
anticipating anxiety. Charles had climbed 
a tottering wall» at some peril to bis neck, 
to restore a nestling to its parent, because 
Rosa w^t on beholding its fall ; and the' 
moment this circumstance occurred, her 
ladyship determined to send her protegee 
from beneath her roof, for a time at least, 
to nip in the bud what she feared was an 
early biossom of growing attachment. 

And nothing for Rosabella could have 
proved more fortunate than this determi- 
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aatioD» since it led her to a per&ct kaow« 
ledge of the most important pnrauä of 
kamaa life, — the padi hy wfaich she was to 
pace her way to eternitj; knowledge that 
was not disseaiinated at Ravenswood in a 
msLUtker Hkely to i»ake the toacii Pro« 
fiMtheanu 

Ififluenoed by the aaspicious destinj o^ 
Rosabella, Lady DerviUe dbpatched «a 
episde to ao oid friend, wliom for some 
years she had ceased even t)0 cofre^ond 
with; confiding all her apprehensicms to 

m 

herj and iraploring her ^^ to take, for the 
present, the charge of her channifig pr^ 
tegee, since she had no grandsons to guavd 
from her dangerous fascinations/' 

This friend, Lady Anne Bdmont^ was a 
spinster, whom ^1 who knew loved and 
respected. Early in life, a melandioly ter- 
mination to a tender attadiment had de« 
voted her days to «ngle blessedness, and 
rendered her an object of such peculiar 
interest to one of her brothers, the Bishop 
of — — , that, lipon the loss of his tenderly 
beloved wife, in the third month of their 
uniony he inrited Lady Anme to reside with 
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liim, at the see of , where he chiefly 

lived, not more renowned for learning than 
for the piety and excellence of his heart j 
and where, under his guidance, all the rare 
perfections of his highly-estimated sister's 
mind attained surpassing excellence ; and 
the purity of her heart's virtues, nurtured 
by the genial sun of precept, and the most 
striking example of Heaven-inspired prac- 
tice, took that firm root, which no storm 
of life could shake, and no temptation 
blight. 

But the retirement of Lady Anne Bel- 
mont bore no similitude to that of Lady 
Derville ; for although she withdrew from 
the gay scenes of fashionable life, she yet 
retreated not wholly firom society ; for to 
that she lent her aid, whenever even the 
shadow of a duty called her forth ; and 
although, for herseif, the allurements of 
the World no longer possessed a charm, yet 
still she lived for others : and with such a 
disposition, the request of Lady Derville 
was not likely to meet a negative. Rosa- 
bella, therefore, was permitted to become 
an inmate of the episcopal palace at . 
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The acute and amiable Lady Anne soon 
developed all that her guileless young vi- 
sitor was defective in, from the omissions 
of her education, and total seclusion from 
all inteccourse with expanded society ; and 
to remedy these defects became her bene- 
volent aim and active undertaking, in which 
the bishop kindly volunteered to take a 
part. 

It was not the wish or the Intention of 
the Bishop of , or Lady Anne, to de- 
stroy the simplicity of Rosa's inartificial 
character and manners; but they feared 
the imbecility of judgment, the errors of 
discrimination, the nurture of selfish habits 
and false perceptions, imbibed in a pen of 
total seclusion ; and they wished to teach 
her how to discern and oppose the tempta« 
tions of life, to yield her pretensions to 
the crown of glory, prepared for those who 
merit it. They saw her intuitive piety had 
taken root in her heart, almost with mira* 
culous Inspiration, and they determined to 
set her in the unerring paths, that would 
lead her^to everlasting happiness. They 
saw her shed tears, on beholding or hear* 
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ing of the sufFerings of her fellow beings, 
yet with little idea of oflTering relief ; and 
they resolved at once to introduce to her 
susceptible heart the delightful conviction, 
that even she could alleviate many iüs, and 
instruct her how to cull and dispense the 
sweet-savoured balm of heavenly cbarity. 

It was not in the romance of Impossi- 
bility, the bishop, or Lady Anne, taught 
the munificence of wealthy bounty to a 
portionless orphan : they instnicted her in 
the attributes of benevolence suited to her 
probable means j and^ with joy and grati- 
tude, Rosabella learned how even she could 
yield comfort, and prove useful to her suf- 
fering fellow-beings. 

For three years of unalloyed happiness, 
save the regret she experienced in Separa- 
tion from her Ravenswood friends, Rosa 
remained the interesting and hour)y-im- 
proving protegie and pupil of Lady Anne 

Belmont : for although at no niaster 

could be obtained to improve her showy 
accomplishinentSy yet her judgment and 
taste were refined by the highly-informed 
and elegant Lady Anne ; whilst her men- 
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tal acquisitions had been incalculabte, and 
lier manners, although still clad in their 
fascinating naivetSj had acquired a polish 
of peculiar grace, that attracted all wha 
beheld her, and eharmed all with >vhom 
she conversed. 

These three fortunate years of golden 
improvement had just seen their termina- 
tion, when the bishop, in one of his pe- 
destrian rounds of benevolenee, in striving 
to aid an aged man in driving a plough 
through a stony soil, burst a blood vessel 
irom the exertion, toa great for his owrn 
strength and years ; and, in consequence, 
he became so dangerously ill, that his rela- 
tives and friends would not yield the point 
of his compliance with the advice of his 
physicians, to repair immediately to a more 
salubrious clime, whither Lady Anne and 
his lordship most anxiously wished their 
young favourite should accompany them : 
but upon application to Lady Derville for 
her permission, her conscientious scruples 
most unwillingly compelled her to pro- 
nounce a negative; since she could not 
think it just, or propsr, to send Rosa so far 
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from the only place where she could ever be 

claimed by her kindred, as the Madeiras : 

a negative, which, after a few moments 

given to regret, was pronounced a just one. 

At length the day arrivedj which was to 

separate Rosabella from friends, whose 

kindness had won a large portion of the 

affection of her ardent heart ; and whose 

wise and judicious Instructions she feit as 

so important, as so invaluable, that grati- 

tude enshrined them as the highest of her 

benefactors; and she grieved proportion- 

ably at this painful Separation : yet, oftei^ 

and often, on her sorrowful journey, she 

questioned her heart, to know ^^ if it was 

become ungrateful to her first friends, that 

it could experience so much grief, whilst 

on her return to them.'' But thia suspicion 

her heart as oflen indignantly repelled. 

However, even her lively and afFectionate 

remembrance of all the kindness she had 

experienced at Ravenswood could not 

lull the regret she feit at returning to a 

home, where active benevolence and sym- 

pathetic consolation to the afflicted were 

not amongst the habits of the family : but 
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at length she found comfort for even this 
regret; for, in rallying her resolirtion to 
be contented and happy at Ravenswood, 
although there no tender encouragement 
smiled on her best exertions to do well, 
the recollection came, that she had been 
permitted at times to rpve about, under 
the protection of a nursery-maid, to collect 
Shells for Lady Meliora to'copy, and her- 
seif to sketch the surrounding scenery; 
when, once or twice, even she, from self- 
privations, had found means to evince hu- 
Hianity to the sick ; and now she cherished 
a fervent hope the Same indulgence would 
be extended to her, when she might aid 
the children of adversity, from the paren- 
tally kind gifts of the bishop and Lädy 
Anne; and as she had been taught by 
them good management in her charities, 
that benevolelice might not too rapidly 
exhaust its source, or prodigality teach her 
injustice, she looked upon this comfort as 
one that would not speedily vanish ; since 
dress of a superior kind was never required 
at Ravenswood, and the afFection of Lady 
Anne had so augniented and embellished 
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her wardrobe, that she b^lieved, with care 
and ingenuity, it migbt last more years 
than she yet had lived. 

As the return of Rosabella was dreaded 
by Lady Derville, so her arrival filled her 
with dismay ; for she now believed her 
worst apprehensions must inevitably be 
realized ; and wbilst she herseif most pow- 
erfully feit the influenae of her too lovely 
protSgee*H improved fascinations over the 
heart and approbation» she yet adopted her 
former policy with augmented severity; 
and, ere a week elapsed, had the address 
to persuäde some, and to enforce the be- 
lief, or at least*the acquiescence, of others 
in her opinion, that pur heroine was al- 
tered in every respect for the worse, during 
her three years absence. ^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

As the genial showers, sent from the boun- 
tiful Dispenser of every human beneiit to 
refresh the earth^ vigour after long de- 
struetive drought, are often received by 
unthankful maii with ingratitude, as inter- 
fering with some project of pronaised plea- 
sure ; so the dove of Peace, deseending 
with balmy influence upon exhausted Eu- 
rope, seemed to the many, whose interests 
it menaced, as an unwelcome mark of Di- 
vine favour : and upon those thus led by 
individual feeling, no one seemed more 
disposed to the impiety of ingratitude to 
pitying Heaven than Lady Derville; for 
her solemn word had bejßn pledged to her 
grandchildren, to take them to the metro- 
polis of England, the moment peace shoQld 
reviwt Europe ; and now that event, so 
improbable in her calculations upon her 
circumscribed span of life, was borhe to 
her, not as by the gentle herald of univer»- 
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sal joy, but as by the raven, bringing rue 
and cypress, and all of evil import, that 
could foretell the blight of her earthly 
projects for the heavenly welfare of her 
precious charge : for no sooner was this 
unexpected termination to the direful hör- 
rors of war known at Ravenswood, than 
LoriDerville demanded the prompt ful- 
filment of his guardian's promise ; who 
heard hina with dismay, but in silent re- 
^ignation, as if submitting to the inevitable 
decree of ruthless Fate, to lead her wards 
to the regions of Perdition. 

With trembling horror, Lady Derville 
now awaited the demand of Mr. Monson 
for the Performance of her also inadvertent 
promise to him ; but Charles disdained to 
enter the army in the moment the sword 
was sheathing ; and now, in more indignant 
Ire than ever with his distressed grand- 
mother, he brooded in powerfully-increased 
rq^ptment on this unexpected blight to 
his long-cherished project of entering the 
army, as soon as he should be emancipated 
from his guardian's leading-strings ; and 
then». by emulous exploits of chivalrous 
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heroism, to make araends io his country 
for his long-withheld Services. And for 
two whole hours of dignified hauteuvy he 
resolutely determined to decline forming 
one in the excursion to England; but to 
retire, in conformity with her ladyship's 
plans and wishes, to the hermitage in the 
grounds ; there to remain, during her ab- 
sence, in innocent reclusive preservation^ 
practising for the life of an ancfaofet, for 
>vhich alone she had fitted him : but soon 
the animated delight of Lady Meliora, 
painting, with the brilliant pencil of youth- 
ful expectation, and with the bright co- 
lours of new-born hope, all the pleasures 
which awaited them in London, aroused 
him to a zest for those allurements she 
pourtrayed, and to relinquish his gloomy 
plans of sarcastic retaliation. 

It was not like the influence of peace, 
that now pervaded the interior of the late- 
ly-sombre structure of Ravenswood; for 
all in one moment was changed to the 
bustle and consequent confusion of a fa- 
mily, arising from a stetionary perch of 
many years to commence ä flight, so ex- 
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tended, so momentpus. And so formidable 
it appeared to all the old domestic ma- 
chinery, grown rusty from inaction, that 
they implored the impetuosity of the 
younger part of the fatnily, impatient to' 
skim the long-interdicted air of novel re- 
gions, might not be attended to ; but that 
a couple of months might in conscience be 
allowed them, to arrange all things leisure- 
ly and methodically : but, although this 
procrastination of the evil day of entering 
upon the great theatre of direftil tempta- 
tion was ably pleaded for by Lady Der- 
ville, the youthful lord would not acqui- 
esce ; since now he feared all the return- 
ing lauralled heroes would find the rew^ 
of their toils and dangers from the band of 
Hymen and Plutus, and that if he made 
one unnecessary moment of delay, not one 
wealthy alliance would be reserved for 
him ; and, therefore, threatening to set off 
forthwith alone, bis terrified grandmother 
was compelied to compromise, and guaran- 
ty that their miraculous migration should 
commence about^the middle of May. 
No sooner did it transpire in the neigh- 
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bourhood, that the family of Ravenswood 
were to be liberated from their long im- 
prisonment by the power of peace» than 
ten tbousand projects began to actuate the 
speculations of many motbers, who had 
daughters to dispose of, and sons to mate 
advantageously ; and the eähct of tfaese 
speculations was the adoption of a plan 
for bringing the neighbourhood together, 
in either one or more festive days, to cele- 
brate the glorious events that were to peld 
repose to Europe ; - for now, since Lady 
Derville was about to venture her immacu- 
lates in the dangerous vortex of London 
dissipation, she could not, in common ur- 
banity, refuse to allow of their joining with 
their respectable neighbours in the inno- 
cent and patriotic commemoration of such 
glories: and as even the wisdom of ages 
prönounced first impressions most effective, 
the wisdom of policy could scarcely doubt 
the eflBcacy of produciug blooming dam- 
sels and handsome swains, to make those 
indelible impressions on the hearts of Lord 
Derville, his brother and sister, in their 
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dihut in scenes of iascinating interconrse 
with Society. 

The idea, too, of entoiling Lord Montat- 
bert, suggested itself to all these aerial spe- 
culators ; but . he was a forlom hope, and 
no one conceived it possible for any stra- 
tagem or plea to draw him into the circle 
of hilarity; as, from the moment blighted 
health had chased him from the fidd c£ 
hononr on the Peninsula, to seek its re- 
storation in his native air, he had endosed 
himself in his mansion of St. Leonardas ab- 
bey, as if it was already his cemetery ; 
shunning society» by the uniform, though 
ever courteous, rejection of every eflfort at 
intercourse; brooding, as it seemed» oa 
some direful smrow, which all ascribed to 
inauqucious love — inaospicioiis^ through 
the shaft of death — ^ce a man so formed 
for captivatin^ so aDuring by valour, rank, 
and fortwie, could not otkerwise, they all 
bdieved, be doomed to sigh m hopeiess- 


However, aHhough forlom was the ha^ 
of bis lordship fonning one in their gay 
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assemblage, the Convention of matrons, 
who met for the arrangement of what they 
all declared ** was a mere patriotic glow of 
gratitude, eager to evince itself by unani- 
mous. public rejoicing/' pronounced it 
would be rudeness to omit him; and a 
most elegant composition» to request bis 
lordship's joining the grateful circle of the 
commemorators of peace, from the ladies 
of his neighbourhood» signed by them in 
the form of a round robin, was dispatched 
to St. Leonardas abbey ; while one of the 
select few, whom Lady Derville had con- 
sidered it eligible to adtnit at Ravenswood» 
undertook to draw her ladj^hip and long- 
buried treasure forth, to celebrate the 
peace of Europe. 

And the eligibility of this sanguine agent 
for this distinguished honour of admittance 
at Ravenswood arose, in some degree, 
from her being an extremely cheerful, ami- 
able woman j bat more from her insulation 
in the world, having no kindred to intro- 
duce with her, to embarrass Lady Der- 
ville's plans; she having been the only 
child of two only chiidren« who were both 
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loBg since deceased; and from this soll- 
tary influence of her destiny, almost imme- 
diately after her union with a c^aptain in 
the navy, he was taken prisoner,' on his 
retum from distinguishing himself in the 
memorable battle of Trafalgar, and had 
continued in France since that period ; his 
wife prevented from joimng bim by the 
policy of remaining in Ireland, to look 
after the wealth of a fourth cousin of her 
grandfather's, in whose favour she highly 
stood : and this cousin, an ailing old ba- 
chelor, had, about three months before thia 
period, realised her expectaticms, and re* 
warded her kind attention and care, by 
dying, and bequeathing her a clear estate 
of some thousands per annum. The only 
cloud over this welcome bequest, was the 
cruel decree of changing her appellatidn 
from the •< elegant name of Alermont, for 
which she abnost married her captain, to 
the barbarous one, her cousin so annoyingly 
chose to perpetuate, of O'Dowd/' 

Although Mrs. Alermont O'Dowd had 
no affinity to unite with the young trea- 
sures of Ravenswood, she yet had her spe- 
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calations too; for, under the certain ex- 
pectation of an universal liberation of pri- 
soners, she was wild to fly off to London, 
to dash about her cousln 0'Dowd*s long- 
boarded wealth, under the plausible plea 
of being tbere in readiness to reeeive her 
husband; and being a perfect idolater of 
rank and fashion, she conädered it a mat- 
ter of most serious importance to accom- 
pany and belong to a party of nobility; 
and a party, too, that would so coalesce 
with another of her passions, that of insa* 
tiable thirstfor amusement; since she could 
not doubt, as it was the ddbut of the young- 
sters in the great metropolis, that nothing 
would be sought bat sights and pleasurei 
in their various rounds. 

Determined upon manoeuvring herseif 
into their suite to London, Mrs.O'Dowd ar- 
rived at Ravenswood about three days after 
the confirmation of the counter-revolution 
in France had reached the county of . 

" Here I am," she exclaimed, entering 
the apartment, to Lady Derville and her 
grandchildren, with elbows raised, and in 
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rapid tnotion, as if engaged in the exploit 
of flying— " Here 1 am, the wildest little 
Irish bird that ever found expanded pi- 
nions ; in fancy off to meet my better half, 
either in London or Paris. Oh ! my honey, 
Lady Derville, what will I do for you, if 
you just let me foUow the wheels of your 
family-wafting machine, for your protec- 
tion ? And may be I could be easing you? 
of sowie of your live stock, by taking the— ^ 
I See at present — absentee^ your budding 
Rose, to travel with me/' 
' Lady Derville coloured, and looked evi- 
dently disconcertod ; since here was an- 
other,un@xpected overthrow to one of her 
projects, in this unthought-of excursion of 
Mrs. O^Dowd's from home j for she had 
planned to leave Rpsabellä with her, since 
taking her on the expedition she consider- 
ed a measure replete with mischief, as it 
might ioi^planjt in her youug mind a relish 
for scenes incompatible with her pjobable 
future Situation ; and might too, possibly, 
raise that veil— where her management 
could not operate— »which she had so long 
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contrived, to shade her transcendent at- 
tractions from her grandsons, and lead to 
that event she always dreaded. 

Mrs. O'Dowd promptly perceiving there 
was something in the mind of Lady Der- 
ville inauspicious to her request, instantly 
assumed a coaxing air, and playfully put- 
ting up her hands in supplication, implored 
a decree in her favour. 

" Certainly/* her ladyship replied, ** in 
respect to traveUing with us; but as to 
my live stock, you cannot diminish that in 
the form of Rosa, since she does not ac- 
company us to England.'' 

" Rosa not accompany us !*' exclaimed 
Lady Meliora, with glowing cheeks, and 
eyes distended in amazement ; *• May I ask 
why, grandmama ?" 

" Because her hapless insulation renders 
her introduction into gay scenes improper ; 
and to take her with us, to mortify her in 
leaving her out of them, would be un- 
kind." 

" Then, madam," returned Lady Meli- 
ora, all the natural goodness of her heart 
beaming from her eyes, and animating her 
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beautiful countenance with added cbarin» 
to loveliness, which no aflFectatiou at this 
moment deformed— " then, I do not go. 
Shall Rosa, the sharer of my Infant joys, 
my childish pleasures, now be banished 
ffom a participation in my deligbts? No, 
madam, no, friendship forbids it; and if 
prudence n^atives her excursion to Eng- 
land, affection prohibits mme; for here 
will I vegetate by her side, whikt you 
go witii my brothers." 

** My dear enthustastic child," said Lady 

Derville, gazing on her with maternal 

rapture, at this proof of the excellence 

of her heart — " Rosabella bas too much 

sense to be pained by what prudence 

dictates : nor is her heart by any meanS 

set upon the excursion ; for when at one 

period I talked of not accompanying you, 

she voluntarily said, * she should endea- 

vour to make up to me for the absence of 

my children, byevery attention which could 

be prompted by a grateful heart.' " 

" My dear, dear, grandmama!" Lady 
Meliora exclaimed, tlirowing her arms 
around her venerable parent's neck, *« ani 
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could you pain that gi^ateful heart by such 
a measure of unkiadness ? Ob, no, you 
could not. She must accompany us^ and 
p^rtake of every pleasure that I do ; and 
if you deem her introduction to certain 
circles imprudent, because fortune frowns 
lipon her, set the Operations of sage 
pTudence at rest, since I have long de- 
termined to conoplete a provision for her. 
You know when I come to years of lawfid 
discretion, I shall be entitled to twenty 
thousand pounds, with arrears of interest 
fco ' Heavens, Derville, are you ill ? — 

In pain ? — What is the «latter ?*' 

'• Nothing/' returned his loi*dship blush* 
ing. 

** Then why did you groan so dreadfuUy 
at that moment ? — So grandmama, I am 
deteraiined the moment I have power over 
my fortune, to give Rosabella four thousand 
pounds^— Sterling — Is not that the term, 
Charles?*' 

" Why do you apply to Charles ? and 
why dkl Charles blush so bripjhtly, wlien 
you did so?" demanded Lady Derville, 
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in alarm at what of mischief this sus- 
picious blush might portend. 

*^ Only because it was Charles who 
put the gut in my head, telling me, the 
day after Rosa retumed from Lady Anne 
Belmont's, that when he came of age, 
he should give her four thousand pounds/' 

At this moment Lord Derville started 
from his seat, and predpitately left the 
Toom, whilst the terrified Lady Derville 
knew not what to augur from this un- 
common interest of Mr. Monson for Ro- 
sabella; springing into such a determi- 
nation, the moment she had retumed to 
his sight, grown from the playful child 
into the most fascinating approach to 
maturity ; and Lady Meliora proceeded — 

'^ And lest grandmama, that I should 
lose this power over my portion, I have 
further determined not to bestow the 
treasure of my band on any man, let 
him pant ever so for the blessing, until 
after I am twenty-one." 

" Unless," Said Mrs. O'Dowd smiling, 
** that my Lady Rosa is provided for by 
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some great match before that period. 
Tbis London excorsion :will prove a lucky ' 
cfaaüce for that, since in England, where 
there -is Buch immensity of wealth». men 
tarely ev6r ßnß, it necessary to thihk abodt 
fintune iü their wive»/' : , 

^- ^^Buty'deat ihadftm/! exclaimed.Gbarles^ 
^' de you think, in LondodiQ'^iKhere 'all 
the beauties of the United;d6ii|gdoma>as* 
semble as candidates for ifae>^leetioh of 
tbese disinterested favouriteäoof ffoktittOf 
our unpretending Rosa will eveirbcsfafefaad 

The respiration of Lady Derville became 
much easier-^for a painful Sensation was 
removed £rom her heart. 

" I do not know that/* replied Mrs. 
O'Dowd. " A propbet is of no estimatton 
in bis own country, so I cannot ^ hopa tny 
predictions will find believers ; bot I would 
not be petrified by surprise, if your blush' 
ing Rose, Lady Derville, my honey, is , 
pronounced in another country a flower of 
attractive loveliness. But your opinion of 
Rosa, Mr. Mox^pon, we shall.soon bave an 
opportunity of putting to the test; sihce 

VOL. I. ^ 
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we ara going to häve a jubitee in cde* 
trcfttion 0f peace, ivbidi I wi^ «aniUpu; 
to girje yoti timety aofeice of ; aaid idsa 
ükb tß obtaia ymir ladysbip'ft . aod Mi» 
Eradsrick and jour two young beaiu^'a 
promise, to aid our fcoretfrflattQtis ßi^x^jg^ 
and &shRm by attendiog it; lih: m^ it 
h kmxsm yo« are abont to emsige fipm 
reticeinsiit» and dash st once into th@ gay 
ievds ü£ Londony yo«r Irish n^ghbour» 
yaSk feel not a litüe mdrti^d, i£ they 
an lieesaed unvortfay of asaociation witb 
even for one day, and upon such' an oc- 


^* 1 yfoxiä not for worlds oßetid my 
estimable neighbours^'' replied her lady* 
sliip; *^ my intercourse witii wbom hsLS 
been hitiierto prevented by my disindi-' 
mtian to society, not throogb any olgection 
to tbem y i shaU therefore attend tbe jubüee 
with my young people, should it take place 
ere I set out for England. 

Mr«. O'Dowd havmg succeeded in two 
of tbe oi^cets of her visit, now haatened to 
eommence Iver manomvring, to obtain her 
wish, Si being aHowed to form otie of 


Lad3r Derville'a • party, even ifter 4^^ 
amved in Londoii ; bot her ladydup not 
compreheiulmg her eoviert way of attack» 
Mts* ODowd was at letigth CMfiptQeA 
to perfectiy explam her meamiig;^ 

^ I have beea tlmikkig, Ladjr Senrilte/* 
si^ Said, *^lt will be a^migkty goöd {^an 
for me ta form ooe of your party as^ an 
inrnate, after cur anival in .Lond<m ; fyr 
n^y be» yovL will be iiadigpoaed «((inetimes, 
and not equal to chmperon tbe ya&ng ladlita, 
and then I could alway^ be ready <to 
perform your Substitute ; and I dare say the 
constairt round of public places aad private 
assemblies, you will have to attend, iiffi 
oAen praw tocf much for you ; and yon 
will not be sorry to find an unwearyii^ 
proxy like myself, at band." 

^ I shall be mosC kappy to haare so 
eligible and kifod a Substitute »nder thß 
nsune ?oaf with «e, in case of accidßQts,'* 
replied her tadyship ^nülkig, ^^ altbcNig^ I 
do not appiekend aioch daoger of iaamfh 
portable fatigue from private assen^Uies/* 

«' Why not ^^ returned Mrs« OVomi^ 
in perqeptibie aiafmu ^* Surelje» tbe jno« 

e2 
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ment your ladyship and Lady Meliora 
are presented at' court, you will be over-. 
W helmed with invitations to the houses 
Of Piersons of fashion. Your title will prove 
your passport" 

* ** Th^t is not so ceirtain/' röplied Lidy 
Derville. " This bpok," taking a Volume 
frpm the table before he/, <* would not b^ 
so univ^rsally adgaired, did it not hold 

• the mirror up to nature ;* and here you 
find my sister peeress not enly not sought 
for, but scarcely tolerated in fashionable 
circles.*' 

** Ah, now, my honey ! don't be starting 
bügbears, to terrify oiie out of their wits. 
You know your own connections of Jiaut- 
ton will place you in your own circle 
at once." 

' ** Alas!'* replied her ladyship, with a 
sigh of regret, for the privations of mor- 
tality j* änd a blush of contrition, for the 
dqprivations her own, she now feared, ill- 
advised ^eclusion, had occasi^ned her — 
" Aläsl I have outlived every near re- 
lätion, and friends in polished life my 
long seclusion has deprived me of ; there- 
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fore this * celebrated work has thrown me 
into much perplexity; since, by its late 
date, I must suppose the difficulty of the 
Irish peeress in obtainiog an entrance into 
ßaahioudhle circles, what we all are liable 

" Posübhfj^ Said Mrs. O'Dowd, how 
quite crest-fallen, in alarm fbr her hoped- 
for introduction to the first circles being 
thus threatened with disappointment; ^ but 
should this prove a true Statement of tb^ 
jcase, and that the English, whom I thought 
all urbanity, sfaould really hold our nohlesse 
so mighty cheap, we can never get on 
without some judicious introduction-^let 
xne see — Lord Montalbert^s sister is mar- 
ried to an English earl, and he — bnt hold! 
I bave just thought of two elegant anx- 
iliaries j two young women I was extreme^ 
]y intimate with at Bath, when I was 
there with my great aunt Le Hunte, four- 
teen years ago ; one, a. Lady Härriety or 
Charlotte— A-B-C-D- I cannot now, for 
the life* of me, remember which lettei* in 
the aiphabet began her unmarried name, 
büt she . since was mated to a judge ; 
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VW m ckjgJBrt Bf IHng botüe, 
1 wa» io fpMw to IcKfc bdnnd 
«kflvelalqit at Briünl; and 
jn w s nWHUim gota ciniiij 
1 sM||0d wmmy. wiA Vha thc 
TImMbIj dw tisM I nunied; 
mdif tftfljaM in £be knd of the üviog^ 
PH icmt tlMoi 09Cf mi misie tlMoi mefid 

^ Bt if thqr •» not iwwy ai Toarfirt/^ 
«idl Chartw» Mitlmg» ^ thek bemg alivc^ 
I fear, «iU prove of Utde ntiltty to us : — 
homentp if d« Eng^iah hold us so in- 
wuitiofßj diei^ my advioe is, to retaliate 
die contempt, aod not condeiceiid to 
iningle with theoft.*' 

Mra« CyDowd ooold not by any means 

agree to thit advice, since to be in London, 

and not to flouriBh in the fint cirdes, 

" be shocking«-*-too hamiliating to be 

and sho soon after took her de- 


parture ftom Raveoswoedt determiaed 
upon the remmiBcence of the Barnes of 
hw two deftr firieoda» ihat they iBight 
proye tMif London pQl6r9tar& 

Lord De^ville hßä retreated to the li- 
hnuy^ to la^dit&te i^on the posühiUty 
of utandsuvring back isto his own cofl^rs 
aomö part of t)^ e^ht l^bousaad pouadf, 
be: hiniai wexß devoted by bis »prodigal 
bfothfir and inätw tO.jth^. favoiurit^ of thek 
M&nt faacjr : and dei^ply skilled, in the 
acdiitecüii?e of wi^ «tfuctures for his 
»^üe^ hia fabiao/ktow waa formed <m 
tiie faasis of .Mr«. Q'Lwdner'a ivife. b^iqg 
in the last atagi^ et a. fatal dii^oüdor^ whicb 
he flattered hialMlf Batet soctn cmry her 
«tf to a bett^r world» ^het)» if Boaa CQ«4d 
be Wim to supply her place» aU bis pr<^ts 
must he fealiaed. OXurcher he had ob- 
served atealing Idoks at her for the bist 
two yeatft; which left no doubt upoa bis 
muid, that he would anatch at his pto- 
position of toaking up the match for die 
equivalent of the moiety of this her un- 
expected fortune« 

fVonoL this airy flight of his cogitation« 
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his lordship was at length recalled by his 
sister, and her, whose happiness he was 
thus planning to barter fbr his own emo- 
lüment ; who entered to seek through the 
library for some volume, in which by 
descriptton and plates the Irisb codtume 
was illtistrated ; since in cömpfliment to 
those heroes and stätesmen, who bad borne 
so distinguished a part in the field and 
in the cabinet, in dispersing those por- 
tentous clouds which hung over Europe, 
Lady Meliora had determined to appear 
ät the jubilee to be given in honöui^ of their 
achie vements in some pittoresftie costume 
o£ Ireland ; " bat unluckily," she . said, 
*^ the people in the province surroitnding 
her could afford her no ideas upon the 
subject} since they displayed nö elegance 
of taste, nothing butungraceful barbarity 
in their odious kerchiefs, and unwieMy 
blue mantles; and what should she do, 
if she could find no plates illustrative of 
the ancient costume of Ireland?" 

Mr. Monson, who had foUowed his sister 
into the library, fiUed her with indignant 
displeasure, by gravely assuring her, *^ that 
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she need not move from her bed-chamber, 
unless indeed to visit the cook, to obtain 
the ancient costume of Erin ; which had 
been merely the simple drapery of a 
blanket, ingeniously fastened on the bo- 
som by a wooden skewer;" whilst Lord 
Derville filled her with dismay, by the 
intelligence, ** that his library afibrded no 
sucK" Information as she was in quest of* 

** Why not apply to Rosa*s sketches^ 
in this dilemma?'* said Charles ;*' surely 
they portray exactly-what you seek ; ex- 
quisite taste, exerted in attiring peasants 
in her scenery in something of the outline 
of their own uncouth garb, filled up by the 
elegance of the happiest Imagination/' 
. ** I never thought of that," exdaimed 
Lady Meliora in rapture ; " Rosa, you 
must strike out something for me, to the 
bonour of taste and Ireland/*' 

" I will endeavour/' said' Rosabelts^ 
with a blush and a smile ; " but Tfear, if I 
honour taste» I must not attend to copying 
nature, or I shall fail in that tribute to 
your country ; and indeed, should it prove 
an evening party, I know not ho"w fancy 

E 5 
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call refine any dress of the peasantry I faave 
dianced to see^ into becoming attire fbr a 
bette of fashion/' 

*^ Oh ! but sbould it prove a morniiig 
Jete, as Mrs. O'Dowd thinks it will be, 
the handkercfaief and mantie can be beau« 
ti&lly refbrmed by your taste into some- 
thing a4»propiiate ; and that's a dear and 
sweet Rose ; you who know all the cabi- 
neers, do make them a round of domici- 
liary Visits, and exämine tfaeir wardrdtres. 
Some of the grandams may have holyday 
suits laid up in lavendef, and you can coax 
them into a displäy to you." 

" My dear Meliora,'^ Rosa replied, '* it 
is evidenti how yoür acquiiintance with 
the tieighböuriog eabineers Stands» or you 
could form no such expectations from 
ivardrobea, which poverty holds dominion 
over ; höwev^r^ I will question these afbre- 
Said grandams, and learn» if pos^ble» whe- 
th^Tr a better style was adopted whea tfaey 
performed the part of a belle at a caice. 


9» 
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CHAPTER V. 

AccoRPiMO to her promise» Rosidiidtar 
winged by her anxiety to oblige her be* 
ioved friend, flew off, attended by one 
female servant, to $eek for a moddi to form 
a becoming dr es8 for a belle of rank» 
in the miserable hoveis of po\^erty} and» 
as ahe bad aiitiüipiiteti witbouf any ray of 
toecess» until fivm an^ioencia s^^beheld 
a temsie figure ^mpbyed in gatfaering 
»inphiDe upon a dittant rock ; the appear«^ 
ance bf Mrhom seeined so strikiiigly pie^ 
tureisque» that inataotly ishe determined 
upoii a: clo&er mspebboD^ to.ascertaia whe«^ 
ther tbere was any thing muisnai m thc 
forqiaition of a iout msemblt)^ that yiehled 
kkh a pleasing effeci. 
. RosabeHa, älthough timid as tbe trevu» 
Uing hind in the haunts of tnen, was » 
perfecC . herbine in the nn&equented: patfa 
of solitude;- no rocks or preoipice» no« 
totteritigbridge of stone heaped onafame^^ 
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had terrors for her ; and with limbs of 
exquisite symmetry, knit by the strength 
of unimpaired health and constant ex- 
ercise, and strung by- the elasticity of 
agile grace . and active youth, her step, 
though light as the gentle zephyr, which 
scarcely rests on the flower it flits over; 
.yet ever was the firm tread that guarantees 
safety : and how, followed by her compa- 
nion, she made her rapid way over piles of 
lofty rocks, until she arrived at the conick 
pinnacle of one, which looked down upon 
the - spot, where thg object she thus had 
sought gathered the treasure she was col- 
lecting;' and a cömplete view of whom 
tränsfprmed the anxious expectations of 
hoping admiration into xnörtified disap* 
pointment. But quickly the natural vi- 
vacity of Rosa led her into a hearty laugh 
at her own toii over towering rocks, at 
length to behold an old woman, in ä fadcd 
r^ petticoat, uneqii^ - in its convenient 
ahortness from the scolk>ped deviätions of 
itd fringe of rags; withi a blue checked 
aprpp suspended Uke a manüe froin . her 
Shoulders ; her head ornamentedwith pwt 


t 
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of the cra<^n 6f .^ män'a^.h^t^ and; its 
defkieocies iriade up by ^ rOp« tif straw. 
. Kosabella, . iiiidipg füll Gonvietion» that 
here was no model . for ta^ti^ ;to l^nefit 
by, was turning tO; : yett^wje h^Tt i^gg^d 
way; when her atteo^tioD was dmwn tp 
another figure upon tfae pinnacle of a' rock, 
at some distance from, and not so Jofty, ^s 
that poiut she stood upon. ^^ 

Thia newly discqyered objeCt was a 
man of commanding stature, whom had 
Rosabella been eaylier attracted by, *she 
would have seen he had. long been intently 
observing her ; but now as apprehensively 
she looked to dseertaln if this man was 
of a suspiclous appearance, such as she 
might fear to meet on.her lone way to 
Ravi^nswood, she saw his foot; d^p in e^ 
heedless movement he att^mpted fortsrard ; 
and himself suddenly disappear down a 
precipice, the termination of which wa« 
conceal^ by the pwjwtions. of other in 
terveping roeks, ,, 

The now dreadfuUy shocked Rosa 
thought she heard a deep groan wafted 
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to bM eafft by the losskig bmze^ and 
her beford doubtiog aj^rcbemicau were 
caSed into real ^tnd paätful alams for 
tiie üfe of a man, whom but one moment 
beibre fetu: liad «uggessted flight frpin» 
BS a pofiffible robben However, be he wfaat 
he tnight, and appearance ceitainly pro* 
nounced him of a superior order of beiags, 
humanity £>rbade her leaving him there 
to perish^ for want of aid, if not already 
dead ; or if he, alas ! was s6, to leave 
him unaBDounced to bis friends, without 
the rite of botriiil. And as the claims of 
humanity were tliose which the heart of 
our heroine ever promptly answered, she 
eomesenced as rapid a descent as the 
ttatnre of the path she had to tread would 
Ädttiit of, closely follöwed by Betty Roach, 
her pitying attendant. 

With all the speed of eagerness to sa^e 
the life of a feUow being, or «o mitigate bis 
mSerrngs^ the fleet, child of compassion, 
the lovely Rosabella, soon arrived at ilie 
rock the man had fallen fiom ; whom she 
l^omptly perceived lying apparently life^ 
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less against a projection of rock, in a 
cavity into whidi he had bten precipi* 
tated. 

The moment our faeroine belield him, 
«he concluded from his having &lleti upon 
his feet on a stone bottom, tbat his legs 
must inevitably be broken» although the 
depth of the fall proved much less tre- 
mendous tfaan she had feared it ^^as. Yet, 
whilst from this belief apprehending she 
and Betty could prove of litde use but 
to summon other aid, she made her rapid 
way to the fallen man ; her natural bashful 
timidity presenting in this moment of com- 
passion's influence no impediment to her 
humanity ; atthougfa she perceived htm ito 
be young, transeendetitly handsome, and 
£rom appearance nnquefitionably a ^ntfe- 
man. 

Rosa, from her freq«ietit encotmtefrs vaith 
i^ypressive smofce, and Mhc^ distre^ng 
edfects of poverty, in the cabins her com-- 
passion led her to, was in consequence 
always provided with aromatic vinegar; 
^e tfaerefore appUed sö^^ to the nose 
«f this stranger, whilst 9Betty conterted 
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bis hat to the use of a fan, to collect 
air to prompte bis recovery ; which, to the 
infinite joy of 1ms two pitying supporters, 
wa3 much söoner effected than thev could 
have Qxpected from the State in which they 
had found him, stunned by a blow on 
bis head from the rock, upon whicb be 
bad fallen ; and which had only been 
preyented from becoming a fatal one by 
the protection of bis bat 

The moment bis senscs undosed to per- 
ceptton» and tbat pleased amazement on 
beholding her, who was benignly aiding 
bim» permitted bis power of utterance, 
he.in.accents of melody gracefuUy made 
bia änimated acknowledgments to. Rosa- 
bella for -her compassionate kindness* 
And upon bis assurances of baving susitain«* 
ed no fracture of the bone, or any. perp 
ceptible serious injury ; as humanity ap- 
pi^ared na langer to demand ber presence 
tbere, she began to experience all the 
embarrassing distress of sensitive bash* 
fulness anxiom)iß)r retreat; but bow to 
effect one. sh&if9i^w no possibility, wbilst 
upknowing if the stranger was equal to 
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a descent öf the rocks unaided } ;a;)d now 
all soUcitude to domply with tbe inspi- 
rations of her active feeliogs of pvoprk^y, 
she promptl/. fornied the r^fffl«^n ;^ 
Tepairing.ta thejsam^hire gt^lb^er^ whp 
.was still in .yiew» , MiQd ßßv4i b«i? jtp the 
nearest dweUing wWe. äs«iataB.oe could 
be procured, to summon füd from tbence ; 
and immediately upoß ibrn>i|[^ this de- 
termination» she, wlih ;a, l^ght blush» in- 
ibr^nedJ the. . strasgei" ; of . her : int^ti^p to 
go in jqu^t of mote jeffiju^Qnt aid« 

'* None; c^.be mc^e efl^iept than ypurs 
has. proved/' he . replied; . with grat^ul 
•animätionj '^ but take-eB^-eyJiest it 8hjQul4 
not a «econd timie; be : foupdri sq^ .^ ffei^^iyc^ 
how you lead me into i^imilftr.dsipger: 
for whilst to you I öwe my recovery, s^ill 
to your accouat I have tq place l^e^} per il I 
encountered; sinc^A^as J[. ramhled ;oo li^e 
^ore, I auddei^ly beheld a fem^e form, such 
as.I had not been accustomed to view in 
my excursions— appear on heights, I coa- 
sidered . teeming with danger ; , an4 yipur 
adventufous p^th Jed me to rapid . ascept, 
in the anxious hopß« of n\Qeting ypu, and 


yi^tditig a6sistairH:e to you in 0i6 moinent 
t)f impending perii ; M^hieb, in coaceiviiig 
aüetitaUt to you, I ceased to remember 
was pössible to myseJf. An4 thus you 
«fee, as änitual gratitcide binde us to eacfa 
üther ; yKMi ^ & setvice tueditfited» I for a 
biefl^fit i-4360ived^-^i9« mi^t »^t, sinnety^ in 
Mi&h liastfe to päi*t/^ 

^vWhyuo/^ Bald 'H^sa UuBhing^ as afae 
^liiiil^, ^ if my Ikigeiitig heco wt»uid 110^ 
<bb to ^äestroy iny^'cliuw upoo iyoiir gra- 
titude ; siDce tl^ littie sefviei^ I hvre 
"petibtm^ may pti&n tnidtcsa; if I do 
ttot pt^ceed in k^ ätki p(rocüi«er igai|ta»iee 
ied Mi^ptört:; or eonvey you t6 ytftirr boiti» ; 
&erie foi* medical äid to bb proftijptly 
cfilted, to lulti^litato thait you hatie indeed 
suatain^ tio iserioud itijury/^ 

Andnow withoift wiUtiDg for a re^y 
iröirt thki iute^esting sCranger» WhoM «yM, 
Wl sliö looked VLpoti^ khe ^ouid 4iav4 Seen 
lyeaiiiing the itiödt eloquent «Mftsaties not 
yet tö kfave hitn ; Ro^ winged her miy to 
hier iatei^ded Iris ; who soou> thtough Ute 
persruasive j^ntreaty convey^d in a stnall 
pi«ce of silver, acceded to tfae requcsit 
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of Rosabella ; although she said, ** it wottld 
be no use to go, at all, at all/' 

**For sure/^ she added, ** the >oiriy 
inhabited divcIHng near^ tfaat it not ^ 
sarted at tfais ticne of day, k tbe Cat and 
Bagpipes ; wbere TU engage TU go, ar I^d 
be knowing my way blindfolded, nobody 
better :~but as I call't there just bow &r 
a drap of whiskey, just to steady itty hiäad 
ere I moanted the rocks, myself kiiows 
Wat O'Tipple tbe owner is gone £oir acday^i» 
pieaaun to Balamtheoip, to soe bis par- 
ticular friend hanged; so that nnleas I 
wiU get «ome tsraveller^ who xnay, and ^fty 
not be tliere^ to oMne help tiie pOM kilt 
gentletnan to be Walking borae^ scmtow 
amch uae my going wiü be/' 

Rosa had commenced her ih^ering way 
back to the stranger.—ashaiwed at retura^ 
ing, as if to seek a lengthened iutemew 
with him } and yet, not knowing how, 
in possibility, shev couid avoid that wfaich 
common humanity demanded; when for 
«be first time in her life she experieneed 
the Sensation of joy on behoMing Mr. 
Stemham, who was approachingi aiid 
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whom with eager speed she fiew to meet, 
to teil him of the accident she had wit- 
nessed» and to entreat him to relieve her 
present embarrassment, by accompanying 
her jto the stranger, viho she saw had 
niade an effort to follow her, but had been 
compell^d, as she concluded, frotn not 
bcäng sufficiently recovered» to give. up the 
ättetnpti . 

.. But, to the utter dismay of poor Rosa- 
Itella» she received.a most virulent lecture 
from Mr. Sternham^ upon the extreme im- 
propriety of her coriduct^ in istraying to so 
lonely a place ; and in yiclding assistance, 
.^owever. apparently required, to a perfect 
ffiranger» who might be the most profltgat« 
of his sex, with whom it might prove an 
eternal Stigma on her fame, to have formed 
her^ fine romantic acquaintance. 
. Jn vai'n poor Rosa! pleaded the resiistless 
caU of humanity, which she never had-~ 
never would disregard ; the more spirit 
'she eviuced in her vindication, the more 
.furious Jbe became ^ and at length told her, 
/^ that unless she instantly set out on 
her road bome, be.should inform Lady 
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Dervüle of wW he himself had not a 
doubtof: that she strayed sö often from 
home, for the purpose of fuMUling suspi- 
cious assignations with improper persons/^ 
^ Rosabella, highly indignant at such un- 
just and degrading suspicions, and with 
her ddicacy keenly wounded by this utter- 
ance, retreated towards Ravenswoöd, with- 
out having foFtned the most remote con- 
ception of jealousy being the actuating 
cause of Mr. Sternham's violence :-^yet it 
was even so ; for this sanctimonious man, 
who had been upwards of forty yeats in 
the World ere Rosabella had entered it, 
found too many charms in the youth, 
beauty, and mental fascination^ oftliishis 
ever favourite pupil, for the serenity of his 
never tranquil bosom ; and the idea of her 
being about to be introduced into the 
World, to be seen and homaged by rivals 
more attractive than himself, had fired his 
breast with raging anguish and dismay ; 
> and upon Unding her assistance had been 
yielded to, and interest awakened for, 
a man whose watchful Observation of her 
he had witnessed j and saw, although from 


94 ](OaAB£LI«A. 

a distaüce, that he was a coiapetltar to 
lie dreaded; ixifuriated jealousy took its 
usual eourse of insulting afid disgusting 
the mdividual he wtshed to chaarm ; aad 
in aU tbe spieen aiid malice of tibb »ging 
piaaaion, he bent las way towarda hini 
hß meätally praDOOUced his rival ; ealling 
to Bßtty Koadx» tbe xacmesA ibe coujd be 
supposed tQ hear bim,— "to foUow her 
wbo bad be^i ber condactor to that im* 
proper place/' 

Betty» whose fear did not assiintlate \rith 
ber hatred of Mn Stemham/ xiaäde not the 
least efibrt to cinnply with bis mandate; 
whe» the moment he came up to her, he 
fiereety demaBded» ^^ wby sbe did not obey 
bim ?" 

^^ Will I leave the poor hal£*murdered 
gentleman to be dying, witiiout a Christian 
near bim? Sbe replied, That's a quare 
tbing for a minister to command/' 

** I am bare/* letorted Mn Stern- 
bam^ '^ to afford efiectual and beconriof 
aid.'' 

" For Heaven's sake," exclaimed the 
rtranger» addresakig Betty with the elo« 


qnen% look ai^d voice of eager suf>plkati^Q, 
^^ dßldy not in foüofwing y^^t YQttiig iBdy^ 
yrho teay m0et with a;$qaifcir atjcident 
tj[> saine, and should no o»ei.be «^r:.;ti[^ 
^ield: Ikh?. assi3t|in<^, wbat ~t~'' 

'* Feto Hßt» Sär/"^ jjaid. Mt* Stef nimm, 
haui^tily, interwptiiig hiW, MßFm 13 tq^ 
w^l practi^ed in mch e%cuni(m$i mht to 
kaow her path/' ^ 

. ^*^ That*s a snxe thing^*' md Betty, a» 
she moved away, *' the excursioi}$ of 
kiüidnj^c;^ and c^|4ri(y. d|e is w^l practised 
in; nobody bn^tter ; #»4 tbe |iath to e^vary 
eabin of poyerly and $iqknes8 better known 
to her, than to thetse my^e^ coidd nais^/' 

^^'And, wa^J^lm pow^r now nune to 
£611^ her patfa,>ia tvhatsoever coiirse her 
actiye goodnesa^ leads her," said the 
strandet ; ^' teil her from the man whose 
life her humanity has probs^bly saved, I 
9hoidd not be so tardy in endeavouring 
to express to her the gratitude I feel/' 

Betty infinitdy charmed with the &tran** 
ger, aad bighly incensed at Mr. Stenar 
haai, winged her way after her, whom 
she bdieved a saint on eaarth, bat not 
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withoüt caMiüg a look e*ery oonveuient 
0]pportunity behind; T^hen ehe at length 

- • • 

saw a maii) led by tbe samphire gelberer, 
commence the ascent of the rdcks : äod 

tri* 

had the satisfaction^ ' 'ere she descfiended; 
from tfaat altitude> wbicb ga^^-tö beir ihe 
-power öf gratifying her präsent dariiosity, 
to se^ the stranger commence his . slow" 
march, supported by Mr. Stemham and the 
auxiliary sumiüoned from the Cat änd Bag- 
pipes. 

- The momerit "Rosabella entered tJie 
iniansion of RavensWoodi she flew to her 
beloved benefactress^ to impait to her 
the adventure she had been engaged in, 
and the subsequent cxtfaorcMnary conduct 
öf Mr. Sternbam to her ; a detail which 
awakened in the mind of Lady Derville 
not only amazement, but a painful appre- 
hension of the iutellect öf her chaplain 
being afiected ; and in this appi,*ehension 
Rosa readily joined, until retnoved b?jr the 
reverend gentleman himself, on his arrival 
at Ravehswood, who, convinced some ex- 
planation would be required from his pa- 
troness for anger so apparently unmerited, 
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and for vinilence so unjustifiable ; and, not 
choosing to confess the actuating spring öf 
his intemperate conduct, had employed bis 
inxnentive faculties during bis saunier fröm 
tbe Cat and Bagpipes, in fabricating a 
plausible excuse, which, as they were so 
speedily to quit tbat neigbbourbood, he 
trusted would ans wer more purposes than 
one ; and tbe moment after bis return bome^ 
he requested a private audience with 
Lady Derville, in which, he unfalteringly 
stated : 

** Tbat, baving discovered tbere was a 
most infamous character from Dublin ar- 
rived in tbeir neigbbourbbod, wbo had been 
seen frequently wandering around tbe do-* 
main of Ravenswood, it had naturally oc- 
curred to bim, tbat he Was bovering there 
with a view of entoiling Lady Meliora, 
wbose bandsome fortune — notwithstanding 
her exquisite beauty— he doubted not, was 
the attraction to a miscreant, wbo had 
spent bis all at tbe gaming table, and in 
every species of dissipation ; he had there« 
fore been on the watch for some days,to dis- 
Cover whetber his suspicions were well foiind- 

VOL. I. F , 
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ed; and häving seea Miss Frederick • ad« 
cend the rocks, he had foUowed her, to 
point out the danger axid impropriety of 
her pursuitig so lonely a course ; when 
firom bis ^eva4;ed Situation he beheld the 
tdentical reprobate, whosi^ speeulatioBs be 
feared, narrowly obser^iBg her, whiobsoever 
way she weot ; and at liength, whßu op* 
portunity to attract her attention o^ered, 
he saw htm perfonn a wellracted haidequin-^ 
ade down a stighjb ^dediivity« which imme«- 
diately answered the intended purpose by 
drawing the young lady, uod^r the in- 
fluence öf humanity» iaCo 4^ trap tbiis 
wtfully laid, to eösnaise hisr ioto aßqoain- 
tance wäh himi to ^oiote hia sfniater 
designs upon Lady M eUora : 1;faa^ ii}iybintly 
be ha$tened to amiibiUte th« /sipe^^ulatippa 
of (tbis. execrable Tafi^drij Mid.be fe^fe^jU^ 
the agitation; of imi inäigßfo^ iw agfonat 
the miscreaiit, and-^ovdced al^ hia. veiy 
dear young friend^ with. all her exiMl* 
leni MQ8e, to be so readHy dup0d,i|tei 
behad ieaq>ret8«d 'himsrif a Üttle too bMHC 
ly to 'her. Itot he truated the SMioiia oai:vfe 
ofr.iii8 intemparaiice. ^«KHÜd idead m-lm 
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justificatidn ; aiad althou^ he was inex- 
pressibly sorry at having given fMiin to the 
geojble bosom of Miss Frederick, yet he 
coald not hut re^ice at haiong been en- 
abled to put a period to such a plot» 
menacing the peace of a femfly he was so 
devoted to : and tfaat he had terminated 
tbe infamous projects of the profligate 
li^ could not. doubt, since- he had frankly 
Hifonned. the dire dt^signer, that he had 
auspi^on o£ his plans, and should subvert 
ÜSimxi ; and as the fellow who came from 
ibe Cat and. Bagpipes to- bis aid proved 
to be a confederate, or protended servant, 
he had: giwen him^ some hints also, that 
he^tS^ cQimction* would promptly send 
ihem fcomidie Cat and Bagpipes, which he 
fviunä had been their hotel since their 
flcgouisa in« fhat neighbourhood/' 

The resentment and alarm, awakened by 
Bosidiella's reoitaL in the bosom of Lady 
Dervilleyinow ohangßdto the most grateftiL 
^eeliogs/ fec his thus vescuing her beloved^ 
MdÜoQft 6om tfie sinister puivuit of 4m> 
hmriUe a. profligate; «ndthat gratituie- 
was considerably augmented in the eeurse^ 
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of the day, when Mr. Sternham dispatched 
his servant to.the Cat atid Bagpipes, to 
inquire, ^' if the gentleman ^ho had fallen 
&om the rock in the morning was still 
therc ?** and who returned with Informa- 
tion, '^ that he was some hoars gone." 

By desire of her benefactress, Rosabella 
readily forgave the harsh lectufe of Mr. 
Sternham, although she could not so 
promptly forget it ; particularly when she 
saw new clouds of hostile import gather on 
his brow, on receiving the intelligence 
of the meditated jubilee, and that all 
the family bf Ravenswood were to attend 
it ; intelligence which seemed to electrify 
him by some powerful shock, that blanched 
his cheeks and paralyzed his frame : and 
fröm that moment all the sketches of 
Rosabella's creative pencil, for the dress of 
Lady Meliora, were turned into the most 
potent ridicule by him ; and with iacility 
he embraced every opportunity of adding 
force to Lady Derville's evident wish of 
withdrawing from h^r promise. of appear* 
ing am.ongst her ueighbours ere Äe set 
out fpr England. 
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In a very few days after this meditated 
JuUilee was firat announced to Lady Der- 
ville, Mrs. O'Dpwd again appeared at 
Ravenswood, to impart what the com- 
mittee of ladies, assemWed the preceding 
day for the purpose, had determined upon ; 
provided her ladyship approved, since, ak 
though she declined being a patroness, 
nothing was to be finally arranged'without 
her approbation. 

" You must know, my honey/* said 
Mrs. O'Dowd — for as honey was a fa- 
vourite appellative of this lady's, and had 
obtained for herseif its appropriation, she 
good-hutQouredly cpntinued it to all to 
whom she was partial, " you must knöw^ 
our poor round Robin will never come 
round Lord Montalbert, to Iure him forth ; 
for there is his lordship in a fever. So, my 
honey dears, ere this provoking maii 
took to his bed, or our sweet Robin wenjt 
on its useless mi^sion, Lord Montalbert 
had given Orders for a jubilee of his own.; 
not for US Hegantes^ but to feast and feed 
his tenants, and all the neighbouring poor: 
the scene of festivity to be held on the 
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lawn, which slopes down to the embank« 
ment of his lordship's side of the beautiful 
part of the river, which forms so picturesque 
a boundary for so many miles of his do- 
main« Well, my honies, on this aforesaid 
lawn tents and all sorts of accommodations 
are to be erected for the poor ; and in the 
great hall and saloon in the abbey the 
tenants are to be feasted. So all this unex- 
pected arrangement has compelled us to a 
change of plan ; as those who have tenants 
consider it expedient to feast them too: 
and as all have not lawns reacfaing to the 
Silver Serpent *, the plan is, to borrow the 
<^posite lawn from Sir Peregrine Roveley's 
Steward for our cömbined tenants to as- 
semble, for the cardinal virtues to meet 
&ce to face, and that one bank should not 
be jealou^ of the other ; but ourselves iiot 
tö be left out of the seene of joy, or to be 
led by despairing disappointment under the 
water, we mean to come over it, gliding in 
gaily deeorated boats, with bands of mysic, 
and bands of Cupids, and banners, and 

* Thename of the above-mentioned river. 
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beauties, and all tfa»t con embellish the 
scene ; embarking at set hours» accordiAg. 
to distance, and the first boat to csSk 
on their next neighbour, until we tbika 
accumulate into a graad pii)ce8sioii,. ta 
appear between the well peopled* banks {. 
to sail upy and rem down the beautiful 
riv», contem^^ating. the sceneiy, and the* 
happy mnltitode OB terra ßrma^ untü out 
o^n hoiar for a piame dinner, wheir fotay-r 
ing a linein dose^contacty v^e are to feast 
aa^ filyriads of ädmirmgjspeetätönsri and» 
then in^ th« <totMet£ timb.vi^eare to sail; off 
16 Nitbmd c)(«dcv^ wfani^ our; bamiiages %iU) 
tak^ t« ii^:«id'briilg.l»in^higb jgileetibrthe 
Town Hidl fit -^»"«^^ ^hmömt 
tbe day" witk an elegant balk" 

*^BQt are' We mtot first to return 
to risdret^?'^ iilemanded' Jbadyf Meliöf a^ üd 
alarm. 

^^ N^'^ my hmesh' no fe^dreaA^Jbr ydU } 
no» my beautiful Blowzalinda, yba marffc 
%ür4 awayt for tH&^i^eniii^ ds a^haifvilfet, 
htif ^led cNftiiid/' 

Mi^; (>*Döwd 'httvi&f a hundred: places 
t9 eall at^ at l^ast a b^ndried <|ue8tions 
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to ask of various persons, and as many coli' * 
sultations to hold upon the " style of 
costume'' to be adopted at the jubilee, 
which would answer for morning, ami look 
well in the ball room ; now shortly after 
departed, füll of high gratification tliat 
Lady Derville had approved of all the 
arrangements, as they had been principally 
suggested by hei*self ; and soon after she 
was gone, ,the conversation reverting.to 
the illness of Lord Montalbert^ S^osabella 
expressed her regret with so much ani* 
mation at the little prospect there, existed 
of his attending the jubilee, that Lady 
Derville, alarmed lest this unsophisticafted 
girl's seclusion should have nurtured ror 
mantic weakness in her bosotti, to lead 
her into an ideal passion for the first 
character she became fascinated witb». 
rather gravely demanded : 

V** Why should you so regret his lordship's 
äbsence ?" 

c Rosabella brightly blushing, replied, " I 
€annot but regret, dear Madam, losing an 
opportunity of seeing the favourite great 
nephew of the Bishop of — — and. Lad^. 
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Anne Belmont, whose virtues I have so 
often heard them eloquently paint; and 
for whose fate I have often been led 
through sympathy to tremble, as they 
have mourned over the dangers he had 
just set out to brave in Portugal, when I 
Arrived at ." 

^^ Rosa, I am positive this is not the 
whole cause of your regret ; and do, grand- 
mama, bring her to confession,'* exclaimed 
Lady Meliora, laughing ; *^ for my cu* 
riosity is on tenter-hooks to learn why 
she looks so foolish about bis lordship/^' 

** I would advise your not having me 
brought to confession, even to remove 
your curipsity from its painful Station,*^ 
responded Rosa, smiling» y«t blushing still 
more deeply — " lest you should look foolish 
töo, about his lordship/' 

*^ Cöme, Rosa,'* said Lady Derville, 
gravely, " I make it a point, that you ex- 
plain the cause of this evidently embar- 
rassing regret of you^s relative tö LprcJ 
M ontalbert ; since we all kriow you top 
long, not to be aware that your mjn^d 
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never betrays poweifui effects^ witiiout just 
causes/' 

^< Dear madam/^ replkdRosabetta» *' do 
not treat alittle atry structupe of tny wishes 
as a solid^&bric for seri6asn)dddto> elfter: 
I merely, Lady DerviUe^ bod^f^ritK^ an 
earnest wish^ whilst hearing^ so much of 
the perfection of Lord M<>ntalbert ffom 
the Bhbop and Lady Aiine, and of bis be* 
nevolencö in this neighboiH^hood from the 
poor, tfaat fate might doom him for the 
busbatid of tbi» most inquisitive youfAg 
lady." 

** Indeed !** eiclaimed Mri Sternbaiii, 
with a sarcastic laugb, almosi maniaGat^ 
^^ and dfd no similar wish for seif obtrude» 
to trench upon your dkinterestedness», Miss 
Frederick ?'* 

" Sir/* repeated Rosa, in a tone fully 
expressive of her astonisbment, and fixing 
her brilliant eyes, distending with unaf* 
fected amazement, upon his agitated coun* 
tenance ; ** you surely, Mr. SteimhaHi» 
forget who I am— or, alas ! tather — that 
who I am is unknown^ or you could not 


suppose me so mad a visionary: but to 
that recoUection, Sir, I am ever awake; 
and I trust» while remembering my situa» 
tion, I shall form no projecfs. that can call 
forth contempt for my presumption." 

<< Now is. your tiine» Sk*^: tö' pt9p0ai 
fw Miss Eredmok, or eise ne^^r/f snid 
Charles, with an ardi smüe;. i«0hio:bad 
been keenly acrotinizing the fTcDentd^ 
city of his' pri^e^tov'sr eKtroordioaiy. pe< 
4;ulance to RosabeH%.uiitil a suiqndöaf cf 
the ridiculous truthihad: doited into faia 
imagias^ion-; ^* siBce if you wait untibycm 
are a bisbop^ Sir, yoa see her Jiiui^ty' will 
xjot peiwit her to acce|it you ; ; aiuL should 
it h>^en to be »n . . archbiBhoptidc yoa 
are triusalated to,« your dbanüe will be: stitt 
more effectiudly danolished/' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Ladt Meliora's vanity, lighted up by the wish 
of the affectionate Rosabella for her union 
with Lord Montalbert, had promptly ex- 
tended to a pile of kindling combustiblesi 
in the glowing transport of the high tri- 
umphs it would honour her charms by, 
cbiüd she perform the glorious exploit 
of re-conquering that heart, supposed to 
have become insensible to every female 
fascination } and the hope, that in con- 
sequence sprang up in her sanguine bosom, 
of the possibility of bis lordship's recovery 
before the jubilee, and the impossibiüiy of 
his not joining in it, when the scene of 
general hilarity was to be brought so com- 
pletely to his very doör, now added more 
powerfully to her former anxiety, for be- 
Coming by the exquisite taste in her dress, 
as she was by her surpassing beauty, the 
most attractive luminary at this day of 
national festivity \ so that poor Rosabella 
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was allowed no peace or rest, uotil ahe de^' 
signed a manüe and style of handkerchief 
for the head, according with Lady Me- 
liora's manifold purpose, of appearing in 
her native costume with striking elegance 
oftaste ; and by thefaciiity of pantomimic 
promptitude in tbrowing off her kerchief 
and mantle, as she proceeded from Nut- 
land creek to the Town Hall in the coacfa, 
. enable her to appear with hair and form ar- 
ranged, as a candidate for increasing admi- 
ration, by the simple grace of her dress for 
the ball room. 

And not only the contriver of this dis^ 
play of taste and ingenuity, but the execu^ 
tot also, was Rosabella decreed by the 
anxiety of her friend ; for, in alarm lest 
the patterns should be purloined for the 
use of any contemporary, Lady Meliora 
would not suffer them from beneath the 
roof of Ravenswood ; and only by the 
magical hand of Rosa would she permit 
this all-conquering garb to be composed. 

And an all-conquerihg garb it seemed 
predestined to be ; for as Charles contem- 
plated the many mental charms^ evinced 
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hy cm hwmn^ in her amxiety to adünKhii 
sister^ even' sacrifickig : all solicitnde fof 
Hiaking her own appearonce captiTating; 
he b€igan to distsov^T) that hie waa pei<fbctly 
ewmjct in bis sus^ioions^; which hei had 
latelif fottnd'dafwning'upon hia mind,. of 
thift uYipretMiding giid being the.possessor 
e£ exquisite beaioty^^ and at length one day 
he was so forclbly Struck hj this disco« 
very, that in a buriftt-of admiratiomhe es^ 
elaimed : 

** Why, Rosa, you are resol^ed iqson 
presenting a new subject for tbe penciL-^ 
Venus attired by the Graces hai^ been long 
deUneated ; but Psyche,, attirmg the Queen 
of Love, we have not before «een.V 

<<What mean you, child?'' demanded 
Lady Derville, in alarni;. 

^^ Nothing^ madssi/' replied Mr. Monr 
son, /' but what is very obvious : thatBoea 
seems just to have taketn it into her head} 
all at once, to expand into beauty, like 
anopening rose*bud; and I do believe» 
were her eyea bright black, instead of 
briUiant azure, and hac^ she not so muefa 
of the.angäüque in hierjdispositiDn^ J dncmld 




ptwnpiy esfpand iirtd Cüpid fti jsdf, as iMtt 
ador^ of cur Psyche here«'' 

•* I admit the objection to my eyesi 
as an interdict-td ^isk unthocight of per- 
fortoancer/' safdBo^i^ smiliiig, inthe-ut^ 
most composure, at what she conceived 
mere badinage — ** but höw thfe angelic 
tendency can- influence agaifist so- 8iu> 
prking a conquest, seems rätb^ para^ 
doxical." 

Not in the least,'' replied Mr^ Möfrsofi^ 

for I would as soon plunge at once into 
tli4 lake of perdition^ as wed a woman wHh 
aiiidi a^ mind aa yours/' 

" Ah, my gqod air," replied Rosa, ". I 
thougbt your paroxysm of complimenting 
was too strong to hold/' 

*« Bot let me expläi« myself/* returned 
Cbafles^j " were you my spoM, I i^otild 
feel so assuredi that yeu would consciem 
' tiously perforiti all you- promised in yomr 
marrlage vow, whether I merited to be 
loved, hofioured, and obeyed, or not ; fhat 
in perfect security I showld ceaseto at«^ 
tend to- my own deserts, ufMil from care* 

leigsfiosa ^f cmdttcft I might hil into slip* 
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pery exploits, and so gfst on from bad 
to worse, until tbere might be no stopping 
mycareer." 

** So then,*' 3aid Bosabella, " a bad 
wife can only secure your proVitig a good 


man." 


** Not exactly a bad one, but one who 
by putting me in continual alarm, lest she 
shouid prove one, if I did not Jceep all my 
perfections in constant Tiew, might com- 
pel my goodness to be ever oq the alert." 

*' WeJI," Said Lady Meliorä, ** since 
blue eyes, and an angelic disposition, break 
off tbis alliance between a new Cupid and 
Pysche, only wait, Mr. Slippery-tricks, until 
we go to England : wbere, I prophesy, we 
shall find, just arrived from Castile, Rosa'ß 
möther, and a Spanish sister, the express 
image of Rosa; only with tbose fierce 
black eyes you want; and just. sufficientof 
her fatber's d — ^1 in her, to make her the 
menacing safeguard that you require." 

*' And if the Spanish coffers come over 
well fiUed," said Lady Derville, gravely, 
by no means comfortable at the conversa« 
tion; ** to pour out the portion. necessary 
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to make you live in some sort of re- 
spectable style befitting your rank, I may 
not withhold my consent/* 

" Provided the gritn Don has stalked off 
with himself/* said Charles ; " since, by 
Jupiter! not all the ducäts in his storefs 
should bribe me eise, to become our dear 
Rosa's brother.'* 

*' That is an excellent amendtnent, 
Charles,'* exclaimed Liady Meliora, *^ and 
shall be carried nem. con. Let üb . be 
determined upon that horrid Don's death, 
wtthout compunction; for then we shall 
be sure of Rosa's beaütiful mother's eman- 
cipation from misery ; and then the riches 
.she consigned herseif to wretchedness f bry 
come into her possession, may pour- forth 9 
portion for our Rosa toö.** 
. Lady Meliora, by baving inadvertentty 
Struck the chord of the never extinguished 
^rief of Rosabella for the tob possible 
misery of her mother's life, sent her young 
friend.precipitately from the room, tö con- 
peal a rising tide of sorrow's agoüiztng 
tears: whilst by her last allusiön sh'e 
aw^kened üew speculations» or at least 
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added weight to Bome dawning ones in the 
bosom of her eider brother ; who had been 
apparently poring over a political pam- 
phlet, during tfae foregoing conversation ; 
wliile» in iact» he was attendihg to every 
Word uttered, and observing Rosa, as in-*» 
tently aa bis brother. 

The supposed dying wife of Mr. 0'Liil> 
cbm* had most unopportunely been sulp- 
pliedybysome fncantaüoni witha tt^fwlaate 
oflifdi; wfafch had entinelj^^verthnywo tfaie 
9peculatiMtt 0S Lörd DerviUe upon the 
ttoiety of 'Oiif iMüroine'« untboiig^t «f f6n 
titne» «ttd he biui beett ümA af nesm pi» 
jects^ iquön whnt be could sträe äut förlm 
Piv4ti advantage fro»' theae ieigbt thousawl 
poundsy wfcen he dverheard a diähgati 
between two of the femalö domeaäcB» who 
were em^Ieoyed pap^ring up the fnrmttire 
fif an apartm««ti; piieplkrätor^ tirtbe all» 
aMoa of tbe faitnly fkom RieKveiUswoodi:«^ 
diaiogite iä urhtch ^ey taUced off öui^becniH 
aai a being beyond compedr ^ aadruBoerat 
monioosly e^cpreased their ardeas. wondeaQ 
tiiat thetr> lady did not mäke a matdl 
between her and Master Chmiess ; 
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was a mine of wealth she would prove 
to ihe man who sdiould have the luck to 
gel her ; for sbe was so dever, and ma^ 
naging about her own clotbes, making 
thera look even prettrer, and more becom- 
ingj dian Lady Meliora'ä Dublin onej^ 
and oontfived alway^ to have tmce as 
much to give away as her ladyfthip ; Mid 
vAiso^ but lienieAf, couM have $aved the old 
lady: such a fortutte» in Lady Mefiora^n 
dress for the jubilee! and then i^e wae so 
lacby, for when the mountebank ea»9e ehe 
^mQ the ofafy priiKe woiWh hft^g ;' it iie9et 
niialedwhein^Ae'Weat^ut; and her faeahh. 
wa» ido pure^ fhftt she had never coM tfaek 
lädy five poimds ih her life to the doc^ 
tors* 

Alfhough Lord Derville imbibed no* 
thiitig of the supersCitious influence, whiüh 
operated o» tbose wfeo held this dialogue 
ia a foorta^adjöimng' to ^he one he was in^ 
yet he fouöd new speculations arising in 
his bosom; awakened by this euloginm 
lipon the ecottomical abißties^ of Rosabella, 
and' cbmbining, with the eight tboüsand 
ponnds she was- tö be presented wiA, th<? 
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idea of what in possibility she might savc 
her husband in expense, for one scale; 
while, in the other» he placed all that a 
fine lady, träined to no thrifty habits, be- 
lieving her own large dowry might sanc- 
tion prodigality, was likely to spend for 
him: and he was deeply engaged in cal- 
culating upon which was approaching a 
probable preponderation, when the idea of 
Rosa's becoraing posaessed of property 
through her motbt^'s inarris^e. with thie 
Spaniard turned the scale in her favonr: 
when, in; hodtile counteraction .to tbe pro- 
jects of his grandmother, he defbermin'ed 
cautiously *to prepare for a ^ossibly expe- 
dient.siege^ through a little more atten« 
tion to our heroine, to clear the way for a 
successful attack ; should the peace of £u- 
rope realize the airy fabric of his Castle 
rearing sister, in bringing Rosabella's mo- 
ther to the United Kingdom, to seek her 
child, and portion her from the Castilian's 
Stores. 

When Rosabella's tears began a little tp 
subside» and reflection led her to con« 
sider the necessity of trapquillising her 
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aspect for a return to her employment j 
wishing to remove a coming headach 
by the aid of aromatic vinegar, it first 
strack upon her recoUecrfion, that the 
stranger had not restored it to her; and, 
when sufficiently recovered to return to 
her work-table, she announced — 

" That the sharper, whom Mr. Stem- 
ham had so fortunately chased from their 
neighbourhood, had however succeeded in 
one depredation upon the family, having 
marched offwith her essence box." 

" Has he?" exclaimed Lord Derville, 
füll of bis speculation upon increased at- 
tention to Rosabella — " Well, never mind 
that trifling depfivation j for, when we go 
to London, I will give you a much hand- 
somer one.*' 

The sound of Lord Dervllle*s meditating 
a gift electrified all who heard it, as some 
sudden revulsion of nature might have 
done : but on the heart of his grandmo- 
ther the electriciiy Struck with a direful 
shock, nor could she ascribe this sudden 
sacrifice of long, habitual, and inv^terate 
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pBQgeiisilgr, to any gatuse, but ijsiitg attach- 
ment pf the tendere&t Ivind: and her 
tercor, at wh^ she believed the reali^ing 
of an evili^ whicl^fram Rosabella's first esta- 
Ui^hment at RavenswoQd, sbe had so much 
9j^prehended^ xk>w almost overpowered 
her ; and introduced such a degrise of un- 
easiness mto her bosomi tbat an appear- 
ance of serious Indisposition soon suc- 
ceeded» -Whea Mr. Sternham had the 
gratiScation o£ h^aring hec lad^fship's {^y- 
sicfian, Doctor W^^ti^op^ prooounce bis in- 
terdijCt to her attending the jalalee; he 
tQok caxe to intimate to Rosä-^ 

^^ That she would be consid^ed tbe 
most ungrateful of all ingrates, did she 
pi9r,sqvere.i^rherint€a3tipn i^ jpimng ^q tbe 
general festivity, whilst her bec^^sK^ti^i^ 
was ill/' 

Out hqroi^e rc^^ired xxq^ admomtiou 
S^^üPk Mr. Steraham»itOiarQuse hier to a^enpe 
g^bex 4uties: she bad that Mitbin her» 
i?bi(4a^ was eyer bor prpi^pt, resistless 

^Amrtpr-'eA smci^j^iU^» igrat^fu)., hn^ti} 
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3[>octor Westrop had given his opinien, 
that nothing should induce her to quit the 
post, which gratitude assigned her. 

Jl^t there seemed no inducementtm the 
^ert to win her from this resolution of 
xemaiDifig wlth her benefactress*. Nene 
of her aurrouiidiBg circle attetnpted any 
argumeut againet her voluii^tary sacrifice 
of the first gay scene ever presented for 
her participation ; for all had secret mo« 
tives for wishiog oor poor insulated Rosa- 
bella to perform a recluse at Ravenswood 
<m the day of general hilarity • 

Tbe ßtill cherished hc^e of keq>ing the 
charms: of Rosa in that shade, she long 
had triisted wbuld exclude her from tbe 
dangerous eelat of universal admiration» 
WM the> actuatiag cause, of Lady Dervillets 
wish for her sedtision« 

Lord Derville's reason sprung Srom h^ 
specttlattoiis ibr his interest ; sildse the mo* 
ipent he began to con^mplate oBr faeroioe 
as ^ possible priM> he feit the most pasnfol 
anxtety f^r. iier pMswvafeion to. Jitaudf; 
and» iherefons» ^to^irfiield li6rfropi>any pra» 
hable conque^t^ ,tbat mightimitiiate agaiart 
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Ins coDtingent projects, became bis in- 
terest, and inspired bis wish for her ab- 
sence from the jubilee. 

The motive of Charles for a similar 
wish was, like himself, formed on more ge- 
nerous principles : since it was for Rosa's 
sake, as well as for bis own, he was anxious 
to check the ardent admiration he feit 
augmentiDg in bis bosom ; and which, he 
feared, the voice of general eulogium, 
pronouncing in favour of her beauty, 
might awaken to an impetuous äame, to 
consume at onee bis pride, bis prudence, 
bis grandmother*s bappiness, and above 
all, the amiable — lovely Rosabella's own 
estimation in the world ; since who cbuld 
doubt, did a mutual attachment spring op 
between them, that censure would affix 
the stamp of deep transgression upon her 
grktitude. 

Mn Sternbam's policy for sentencing 
our heroine to the home Station arose 
alike fröm bis fear-inspired wish of shield- 
ing her from the pursuit of rivals more ge- 
nial to her, than even he could pronounce 
»elf to be : and to escape, through he^ 
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sd>sence9 from a possible embarriassmeüt, 
which he had inadvertenüy menaced him-^ 
seif with ; by a rash detraction of a man, 
who might attend the jubilee, and bring 
those defamations to light, wbich no Inspi-« 
rations of tortured jealousy could have led 
him to hazard, had not bis absence from Ra^ 
yenswood, when Mrs. O'Dowd announced 
the projected jubilee, left him wholly Ig- 
norant that such a .matter was in contem- 
plation ; and, on the delusive security <^ 
Lady Derville's long practised seclusiön 
of her family, with their speedy departure 
fbr England, he built his hope of escape 
from the detection of his slanden 
. Lady Meliora^s silent acquiescence in 
the determination of her yoüng friend, to 
absent herseif from the fete^ we regret to 
State, had a sinister impulse also for its 
Operation. — The opinion given by Mrs« 
O'Dowd, of Rosabella's pretensions to 
personal attractions, had aroused her lady- 
ship from the happy security she had been 
credulously luUed into, of the utter inipos- 
sibility of our heroine's ever becoming a 
rival to her transcendent fascination ; and, 

VOL. I. G 
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YMth^r,. tb^i> app^arqd the lov.^ Roaa^ 
bella» in tb^ moff^e^t ^ piiomw4 pt^amtre 
fpund i^. 4iß4Woint9l#nt tb^QM^l^ tib« in- 
^rajl^um^ of her daty : and nfA IPMQ d^-. 
^AJPg^y ^igbt t,be b^i9$ of tbi^* choeHag^ 
IjWaiovy ^ day, th^n tl^ briUiant bewfty 
qf I«<ady. Mellora, now ^Qur« ^ tto tn^ 
i^pb 8i>e n^ditated;^ a^ Idbe buUetia 
^^ l$it- LeoB^rfd^s Ab^ lihai day ao^ 
qoufff:^ hk (.ordabip's CQa.vafe3CQiice» and 
s^. 11(0414 npft ^fi:<^r 9 d^ubt to doud 
ifj^e, ?Mvat^ ^^ c^ bfti^ hopos of Locd 
^Ifm^kwlk!^ 4ttSQ4ing tbe. & aiäntiea of 


ihti wonmgi fat coffiplinstent tu tim la^tim 
who had 9Q litjUangarished him bjr tbe ikati- 
teraig^ manaef oftilMir invitatioii. 

Ttte psififaft fear» of die evib t& be ap»* 
pffdbüeiided fram die pteseocd of our heomv 
at tJusfJete wöre im sooner buabed in tho 
mhid: o£ Ladj Derville, by tbe departun^ 
of her gxaoidehildceKi, and the appiebeii«' 
»Tely embanrasaed Mr« StemliaiB, to jom 
the asaeooifafin^ fleet^ tiian; coonpiaicläon rw 
aited her baaoni^ for aceepting . the voüdb^ 
tary sacofice of pleasaBe,, mad» at duty^m 
dbf ine, by the grateful Rwa&eüa ; and^ as 

» * 

she ccmteaEiplated the lovely cmmtenam» 
of hei prateg^ee^ akhougfar ahe saw temper 
uneloaded serenely aeated there«. and tbafe 
her mannera beaiaed with aiweet afiec« 
tibotmte attention ;. die tbou^t i^ cocdd 
perceive an unusual pensivvneaa steal evec 
her brow at mtervaiß of sAence, or raoDMiito 
q£ inactiott. 

And io tiiia obaervation the penetratiMl 
of her ladyship vp9s tuak deeeived ;, yet ib 
vffM ndt ber ateence £rem the^/S^ fhaili 
catfsedi thia pensfvenesa o£ me^aoehal^f 
chaoacteiri-^the suaeepfcibüity of bei m- 

6 2 
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ture had introduced II wound to her heart, 
tliroughtfae apparent unkindness of Lady 
Meliora and Mr. Monson, in making not 
oqe ettott at overruling her determination 
to remain with her benefactress ; for whose 
Indisposition they thought so little sympa- 
tiiy necessacy, as not to bestow one grave 
look upon it : and conduct so unusual in 
her'first and kindest fciends pained and 
grieved her» vhile the fuU conviction of its 
being whoUy unmeiited by her only add- 
ed to the pang of wounded.affiiction. : 
.- The mofe Lady Derville contemplated 
the unruffled i^weetness of the manners and 
aspect of Rosabella in this hour of disap- 
pointment, whilst convinced her heart was 
pained by it ; and the niore of her a£Pect- 
ing attentions she received ; the more and 
more she regretted, that any circumstance 
eould arise to induce her ever to wound 
the feelings of so amiable a being ; and at 
length awakened a powerful anxiety in her 
mindy to devise something to give a stronger 
sunbeam of pleasure to the day of this vo- 
tary of gratitude,than even the cheering ray 
could yield by the consciousness of per- 
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fbrming her duty to her benefactress. And 
at length» in perfect knowledge of the 
heart she wisbed to cheer« she Struck out 
the means effectually to do it : for it was 
to execute a mission of benevolence for 
her ladjship, to convey to a poor tenant 
his deficiency in rent, which Mr.OT.urcher 
faad determined to distrain him for the 
following day; and for whom Rosabella 
had been for some time awakening the 
interest oS Lady Derville. 
/ Cur faeroine sallied forth alone to the 
dwelling she was commissioned to cheer, 
which . was situated so contiguous to Ra- 
iirenswöod park, ihat she feit no necessity 
for protection. 

And this agent of pity had «ot proceeded 
very far home ward, after the gratifying ex- 
ecution of her pleasing mission, when, en- 
tering a lane whicli led to the enclosure of 
-the Ravenswood grounds, she bounded up 
a bank, upon which was erected a gate 
she had to pass through ; when not having 
raised her eyes to anticipate the circum- 
«tance, to her utter amazement she found 
this barrier held open for her by the 
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fr««m)^ »f Hreif kmt uf aß I oive I0 

y^ßfir iumamt^y had I not hetn wilhfaeld 
Iby 09Mf«|tsciit iUDCS^ and the intadiction 
0( Lady Derville'f cfaaplam, firom presoit- 
Ing mynelf at Rarenswood ; not only to 
ftttompC my acknowledgmeDts to you; 
butf to restore thii essence box» which I 
hftti inadvertcntly rctained in my posses- 
MoHi not foreaeeing, that the happineas of 
your return wa» to be denied me." 

Ho*Ä caltUy aaid> ♦* ahe was sorry to bear 
^Ja iUi^e^ ) biU that Mr, Stanham'a 


^A 


kno^/vMgtt of Lady DervUie'siüiiitdmatiMl 
tö t^e retelpttoft of strang^rB «fc Raven»^ 
^rood must ptead hn excusö^ for aik ialMr- 
füctioii, that pMsibly siight faave BppMnd 
tingradoi»/' 

*^ I own, it did appear Migiwcioiis/' r»- 
plied the stranger, *< after I had uühesitsib- 
ingly aAnOuüced tnysdf to him^ and r». 
%U€Sted faim to inform you, whOtt your 
humaiiity faad fco kindiy aided» and \9kö 
requefsted |ieniii8sio& to #ait c^kmi you tb 
attempt his grateful. ackaowtedgmentst 
and tlii$ infonnation, and this request^ liow* 
^ver ungTBfdoHdly iocliired thc reVertal 
ffentleman was to me^^I must concluifta fat 
did not withfaold from you.'' 

^< Sotne ilifortfiation upon the Bubject^ 
^ecertainly did impart/' aaid Ro^a fiwikly^ 
urhile Uughing with embarranmeDt^ at 
ifcven glaticing at information so little ad^ 
vantageous to the stfangers <^but yool: 
^sh of caUing upon me» sir, he forbore tö 
mentioti t possibly from a belief, that such 
an Intention might be di^pleasing to toy 
beaefactress, who faas wisely adopted the 
shade of retirement for a bei&g^ vrho »w* 
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her even more than the Submission of a 
child : — since to her I owe a debt of grati- 
tude I never can repay, and can only 
evince my sensibility of^ by submitting to 
her wishes in all things ; and when I teU 
you» this amiable individual is so unwell, 
that only to execute a mission of her bene^^ 
volence could I now have left her, you 
vnllf I trust, excuse my eagerness to wish 
you a good evening, now I have arrived at 
the entrance of the nearest path that can 
lake me to her.'' 

. And having come up to a door, which 
led into the grounds of Ravenswood^nand 
being provided with a key, Rosabella 
made her graceful parting courtesy to the 
9tranger; whose air of mingled surprise 
and mortification, whose coucttenance prop 
claiming amazement and regret, which she 
caught a view of, as she closed the door ia 
her retreat from him, filied her in return 
with wonder; änd as she paced her way 
to the house, she frequently ejaculated itt 
mental soliloquy-^ 

. **. What could the expression of his CQun- 
temnce portray ? — Assuredly, not the dis« 
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appointment of villany, — ^for m that ap* 
peared all that was amiable, all that waa 
interesting: but yet, even an aspeCt of 
such enchanting sweetness, I am told, vi!« 
lany and deep design can delude by-— 
Alas ! . alas ! and can tbis be so ? Can vicQ 
look as this man looks ?'' 
. The moment Rosabella retumed to the 
presence of her benefactress, she learned 
from her, that Mr. Sternham had beea 
made so ill by sailing on the tranquil Silver 
Serpeütt that he had been compelled to 
leave the gay scene, and return home to his 
bed ; and Rosa then, on her part, hastened 
to inform her ladyship, of every p^xticulaf 
of her encounter with the sharper, whose 
designs Mr. Sternham had so providentially 
penetrated. 

** However," she added smih'ng, •• al- 
though I was half alarmed, and wholly 
annoyed, by meeting this reprobate, it an- 
swered the purpose of effecting the restor* 
ation of my property : and now my dear 
little essence-box, gifl of my beloved M e* 
liora, once more welcome to my longii^ 
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eyes, that despaired of ever beholding yoa 
more/* 

When taking off the envelope of tissue« 
paper, she discovered the box she had re» 
ceived was not her own, for hers waa piain 
ailver; the one she bdd, a süperb gold 
one, studded with gems of apparently great 
value; and the moment surprise unchained 
her faculties, she gave it to Lady DerviUe ; 
and entreated her to devise some method 
of redtoring it to the man, urho, she aU 
tnost feared, had defrauded some honest 
jeweller, for the purpose of feeing her to 
become his agent in his designs upon Lady 
Meliora« 


.■\ 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Lapt Meliora add her brpthers did not it^ 
turn from the scene of national rqjoicingi 
until the subseqüent morüing had advanced 
to its sixth hour, when her ladyship found 
our heroine arisen for the day ; and al- 
though overpowered with fatigue, by the 
first night she had ever pasaed in dancing» 
ahe paused e'er she sought her piilow, to 
impart to Rosa (whom now» as the fear of 
fivaUt^ was happily subsided, she feit dear 
to her heart as ever) that Lord Mpntalbert 
was her captive; while she herseif had 
fallen so many fathoms deep in love with 
him, that should any thing intervene to 
the prevention of their union» tbe should 
die of a broken heart. 

Rosabella in the buoyancy of her jnvt^ 
nile spiritd was almost wild with rapture^ 
at the idea of her aerial castle 6>r the hap<- 
piness of her beloved friend being Hkely 
to prove A substantial building : but when 
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ahe reflected more calmly on the subject, 
she feit sorry her dear Meliora could teil, 
even to her, that she had fallen in love so 
instantaneously. 

Lady Meliora was too mach elated with 
the triumphant prowess of her chafms, to 
find repose when she sought her pillow; 
and therefore, not much later tban her usudl 
hour, she arose, and attended the break^ 
fast-table of her grandmother, to whom 
she gave, to the further regret of our he- 
roine, the same unhesitating account of 
her own iramediate captivation, and of 
Lord Montalbert's. 

Lady Derville, idolizinghergrandaughter 
beyond all human beings, feit füll conviction 
of -thia paragon of perfection possessing 
power to efFect the subjugation of half 
mankind; but so prompt a captivation of 
such a melancholy man, a& Lord Montal- 
bert was represented to be, she rather 
thought extraordinary ; yet in the hope.of 
finding ground for a belief so consonant to 
her wishes, she desired a minute detail of 
all the incidents of the preceding day. 

" Well then, grandmama/' said Lady 
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Meliora, " yöu must prepare for a marvel- 
ously long story, for I am sure it must 
take me a month to teil you every incident } 
for .1 am positive more things occurred 
yesterday, than ever could have been 
wedged into any other day that ever came j 
and yet, it was certainly the shortest one I 
ever remember.tohave passed — and further, 
Atetäe^ do not expect a narrative given of 
yesterday'sj^te, as you would find it in a 
newspaper or a novel : no, raine will prove 
a pot pourri description, interspersed with 
notes or observations by a novice in gay 
scenes. 

" Well, madam^I proceed to commence 
my medley of events with our embarking 
on our voyage \ which was not so extended 
as I expected, since we only sailed up,i and 
yowed down the Silver Serpent once ; for 
to our infinite surprise, when we en« 
countered Mrs» O'Dowd,^ she informed us, 
the plan was changed,^ for we were to take 
our repasts in the old ruin of Sir Peregrine 
Hovesley's Castle ; as in the boats we should 
have remained divided parties, which would 
be quite stupid. 
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" SO) g^randniAma, after the assemUifig 
of cur fleet at the embankment of Sir Pens« 
grine's lawn, we commenced our diiem- 
barkation ;- and xüy introductic^n by Mrs. 
O' Dowd (to half the world I verily be- 
lieve) took place ; and amid thift miiltitude 
I marched off to the old Castle» M^here you 
will rue Rosa's absence» since &he would 
bäve given you an animated description of 
all the romantic beauties of the scene : but 
I can only teil you, that all was delt^tful $ 
that the ground was strewed with rushcB 
and sedges ; that the ivy mantled walk of 
the ruin were enlivened with wreaths of 
(feverlasting rosed ; that we had two martial 
bands concealed in different turreta ; that 
their respondent notes were sometitDei 
like magic sounds ; and that our breakfast 
waß laid out with great profusion, yet with 
infinite taste. 

^' But dear grandmama, do not be aiw 
gry with me, if I confess, I was more oc- 
cupied in making min Utes of my efiect 
upon those around me, than the e0eci of 
the scene upon me: butj certaiiriy my 
eyes had been despoiled of half tbeir tn'u^ 


chievouö briUiancy) by the annoyfng belief 
of all present) that Lord Montalbert tras 
not sufBciently recovered to attetid ; and 
fiotwithstanding my invincible presienti* 
ment that he woiüd come, as he did not 
appear at breakfast, I was terribly alartned ; 
and so were all the ladie&, except those» 
whom Derville and cur exquisitely haiid* 
some Charles honoured with their atten« 
tion» 

'^ Well, gjrandmama, as the absence 
öf Lord Montalbert rendered our dijciini 
quite triste^ and destroyed my power to 
eat, I had füll opportunity to remark those 
around me ; and I really was quite delighted 
to observe so many pretty, nay beautiful, 
girls present ; since that you know added 
to my triumph in receiving the palm» which» 
even ere bis lordship decided in my fa« 
vour, was adjudged to me« 

" And there was a Mrs. O'Blarney, 
Ma'am, who praised me greatly, and ex- 
cused her thinking me the biggest beauty 
•in the Wide word' as she expressed her- 
seif, for she was a barbarously wild native 
<-^^ for you are,' she said> * the exact image 
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of my soD, who is the' biegest beauty of a 
man, that ever loved under the canopy of 
Heaven ; and signs by it, for all the girls 
are dying for him — Ah ! now, won't you 
be letting me introjuce you to him ? though 
that same may be dangerous^ for may be 
like Narcissus, that it is falling in love with 
his own iroage he will be ; and that will 
never do ; for altbough he will be ^ a bar« 
rowknight» when he is created one, — wjiich 
myself has rason for knowing he ought to 
be — ^and that he has some of the ouldest 
blood, true Miiesian, to be found in the 
kingdom, in his noble veins; and whinhis 
puny Cousin dies, which he will, being 
more than half entered death's door al* 
ready, his will be an elegant fortune ; yet 
it is a match my Lady Derville will neyer 
be consenting to, as the creathur is a little 
wild ; but 'tis only the bewitching wildness, 
that the girls all admire, but which a 
serious attachment will eure; for to be 
confessing the truth, although it is flirting 
with all the girls he is, who ar^ mad in 
love with him, yet his heart has never yet 
Ueen touqhedi audough! His the best of 
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husbands he urill make, for his is the tin* 
derest of hearts, and the sweetest of tem- 
pers! and och! but 'tis his wife will be 
a doting piece, when he finds an angel to 
adore jand myself thinks one has descend- 
ed from the spheres this rery day» to stale 
his heart/ *' 

" Mrs. 0*Blarney never shall enter my 
doors!'' exclaimed Lady DerviUe, with 
warmth. 

** DeftT ! why not grandmama ? for I caa 
assure you, she did not draw too partial a 
Portrait of her idol ; since certainly he 
is uncommonly handsome, and so lively and 
pleasant, and pays compliments so judici<f 
pusly, that one cannot but conceive he must 
be good tempered and amiable ; and now 
were it not for his odioiis name, any womän 
might take hiitn, even on the recommenda- 
tion of his mother ; and I am positive a 
number of the girls, who attended the ju« 
bilee, are desperately in love with him ; for 
I promptly perceived, how his marked as- 
siduities to me excited thqir envy ; and 
particularly when he daticed so jtuany sets 
with nae at the ball/' 
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^* But» iiiy dMr Meliora, dö ^dt gto o# 
to the ball witbout your dinner^ 1 edtr^i 
you ( consid^er, you eat no breakf^dt } atid 
such long fasting will destroy your de* 
Bcriptive energki^/' said Rosa» Btatiling. 
^* Besides too, you forgot to ititroduce 
US to Lord Montalbert ; an honour I owü 
myself particularly impatient for.'* 

** Ah 1 but I was doing as chiMren {>»• 
form by a bon^bon^ reserving him for the 
last.— You must know then, that when 
we arose frocn breakfast» it Was determined 
we should go and pay 6ur civilities td 
the tenantry, ere we re-embarked) to glide 
through the beauties of the embankmeiitt 
of the river ; and 1 was proceeding with 
Mrs. O Dowd for my chapenm^ and Mn 
O'ölamey for my escort, towards out 
place of destination, when Sir Owen Lut«> 
treli approached our moving miiltitude^ 
with the most transcendently handsome^ 
aiajestic, gracefui, and elegant looking 
man I ever yet beheld; although ht 
looked pale and melancholy; yet, that 
ceriainly made him appear still more in« 
teresting. Well» this enchanting being, 


witk the inost i:e8i$UeBs s^eetness, «nd 
captivatiog ^race, paid bis complimelits tp 
aii wfao kaew him, and r equested an intro» 
ductioh to the rest. 

** Well, my dear auditors» frcMa th^ 
moraent Lord Montalbeit, for this little 
less thao demi-god waa bis lordship, from 
the moment Lord Moatalbett'a eyes re^ted 
lipon me, I riveted bis undeviuting gase 
of admiration ; for I did contrive to steal 
many aa anxious glaace, to perceive tbe 
progress I was tnaking in tfae achievtmeat 
I had predeter mined ; and promptly I had 
the rapture to observe kirn request, with a 
betrayiqg bluab, aad embarrassed air ^ SiK 
Owen to present him to me ; and from the 
moment an introductiou took pla^e» he ve- 
mained almost invariably au eutranced iix-^ 

ture by my side» 

" And, most kindly he inquired for yoiu» 
grandmama 5 and poUtely regretted yout 
not being amongst tbose assembled outhati 
joyful occasion, which had urged him, even 
disinclined as he ^as frotn iU health, and 
other causes— and vrhen he pronounced 
^ other causes/ such a deep drawn ßigh 
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althaugh I had inet a few of the Protestant 
ones at church often, I never looked at 
them.: so that when Lord Montalbert 
asked me, whkh were our tenants, I could 
not teil him ; bat looked like the verlest 
fbol in motley garb : — ^however, promptly 
perceiving where my brothers were paying 
their civilities, I corrected my error, by 
pretending I had not known where our 
tents had been pitched. 

" But when I advanced to those annoy- 
ing animals» my embarrassment returned; 
for although I bowed, and simpered, and 
did all in my possibility to be civil, not 
one could I address by name ; nor an 
inquiry make for an individual belonging 
to them. — Oh! how I did wish for you, 
Rosa, to prompt me ; but still, although 
you were absent, you acted as my good 
genius ; for the singularity of my awkward 
silence was veiled by the volubüity of 
every female tongue, chaunting out in- 
quiriejB for Miss Rosy, the dading! the 
je wel ! the creathur l the honey-bird ! in 
short, the idol of them all ; hpwever, as I 
was not quite confident of having per« 


ibmmi M. pwtkukr}^ shMiBg part in this 
meat, Iwas Boit hag^- at benag suramoB- 

** iJUid BMP^ ßiir ladies, all niy timnäent 

— rtifcjüM» wera fofgoMen ia my exiilt< 

'mg triamftt, wbca Lard Mootalbert jh«- 

«Mttnd bis tnod t» me, md led me to 

hl* »ww biintifut ydi* ; whi^beiDgiDfi- 

Ml*H.v fm^et than anj mtktr a£ the vesads, 

accoutORKiated an i— mpc nomber ; and 

rmw« ntnkber» wci« not dcfm, lassure you, 

ut m vti j UiM jt tiis locd&tiip's inritatioB ; and 

t^ tiMMaeot «v«rT ««e was diapoeed of, 

tsMxi VutitWthtrt teok kis Station by me, 

a<hi v>«iv,fr*Äi ^tawt esdnively witb me, 

•^ ^^f»« '«?*x wiivo««« W could do so with- 

v^*« tK-i» i';r. 5i> ocäe«s; and, oh! what 

» s>Huw«'y: laaa he w.r ^ul bo«^ enchant- 

;*V "»c ».>u..,t W— «»^, he wiU be; for 

*teiv-scrp wU soam rmove it^ 

^W^i- v-*- a»ela»cboly. which 

••^^^' _'"_^' ' ' "* •■** t^=wi".%em coantenaoce, 

■JV**« ^^ --»Äs: sc» Wuliancy of bis can- 

hfc^^^ ^•^"**ft*« 5 and Bo iBoments oi 

^MS^ *^''' F*»&d M rapidly, ibr none 

^' ■*3S<*w«i by ftscinatiag in- 




§mnQ^% «a tbme I pasaed <m tbe Silvar 
i^peat with him. 

^ The keauties of the acenery were veiy 
tfirikiog, I iohelieve: for bis lardship ex« 
pres^aed hb admiratioa of thenu with the 
9sm^ entbusksm Rosa would have done ; 
and I was obliged to be enraptured teo» 
altbougb I Italt mortified, that he could 
att^id to nfiy beautiea but mine : however,^ 
i (l^rived some consoladon from the won« 
de^ I had performed in exciting bis adaxii«« 
Fatioi>f and riveting bis attention ; and in 
tbis conviction, that tim^ only was wantmg 
to Effect tbe rest. 

*' Too soon I thoHght tbe moment 
of our debarking arrived; for as the 
embankment on bis lordship's side of the 
water was not consid^red safe for the 
landing of tbe ladies, in conseqnence of 
an unufiual swell» we were edmpelled to 
rslinquish oiir intended pleasure of vhittng 
St. Leonard's abbey ; and therefore, as his^ 
lordship's tenantry were to dine early^ and 
be« was to preside at the principal table 
he was uader tihe necessity of bidding 
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« 

Standing neat ; ' I retnember, \dien we 
wefe lK>ys at sohddl fogether, you werfe 
^rodtgibtilsly ^oüd» when the witty pcr- 
fi^^ittöd the tmns|>otation 6f ydar name mto 
Maypole !' 

** * And I may tetort, how vaito yöu are 
<tf your Aaemoiy, Conroy !' i'etürned Mr. 
Maypfle, loöking as furious aäs if he meant a 
6hallenge ähoüld etisue. 

«« « Why, aä td that,' reSportded the per- 
feitly cdtft^ied Mr. Conroy, * I bave no 
aHäse fbr vanity in this feminiseeUce ; 
ärfce half ä fc^rttäry fe no gieat Stretch öf 
ÄÄhoi'y for 4 Waih 'of sisty^six ; as it was 
Jfelj^ ih tue 'yöar ■Äiity^flve, that you tOii 
I 'left' %kh6dll fbr febllige.' 

'*' 'Vhiat ä -d-il'öf a dhtttöölbgfer you 
are/ repli*<l~Mr. M^^^pte, ♦ s^^eflty-five 

* « Nö, nö,' i^WfW*^ Mf. CttW«^, lötflB. 
kg'xiß^j'^isis, ' ' I^ta coff*ct } i«»d h«fe 
ii ^lia^ Liitt?dl «ün vöweh ft* the ac- 
curacy of my Statement, since iH #iis>fhe 
id^ticlt^ fSiic she'\*fts to¥ft/ 

^ < It' 'v^as sr(6V«\My-fiV«e! th«&, tfd vpoätive 
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eertainty/ exclaimed Lady Luttrell, co- 
louring up to the eyes, and looking so« 
angry. 

^* ^ Pboo, phoo ! my dear Madam, I can 
bring proof incontrovertible/ 

** < We)i, well, my dear sir, and I can 
bring proof incontrovertible» in my looks/ 
retumed her ladyship, recovering her good 
humour*^' who» beholding my juvenile 
aspect, could doubt my assertion being the 
accurate <me?' 

" • Why, to say the honest trutfa, you do 
wear surprisingly, or rather, you do not 
wear at all :--*but looks are deceitful 
things ; for there now is Mrs* McCarthy ; 
who wpuld ever believe she has beea mar- 
ried mne and twenty years ?' 
; /* ^ Mr. Conroy !' Mrs. McCarthy ex- 
claimed, pale with vindictive passiim ;^ I 
really shall begin to think, if you enter 
kito the regions of romance in this manoer« 
thi(t your thread of life has spun its cirdt 
to 'fhe> ^age you set out from. Me maiw 
ried nine and twevty years, indeed ! Mias 
MCarthy wäl be mightily oUiged tQ ym, 

H S 
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to heap the hoary honours of age on her 

head thus.* , , , 

« « Why, bless her ! we all know the day 
ef her birth ; for a most temarkable one it 
was ; for it Was the very day FredenCk 
the third of Prussia died ; August the 
seventeenth, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-six ; and sure we all know she 
was christened Frederica Whilelmxna m 

cohsequence.' ^ 

« * How you dream, sir/ exclaimed Miss 
McCarthy, almost sobbing wiA vexation j 
« It was in compliment to the amiable 
Duchess of York, on — on her arrival in 
England, that I was named.' 

«' ' Well,* said a pretty pert little girl, a 
Miss DiUon, smiling exultingly ; * I am so 
glad yöu can*t know my age, Mr.Cooroyj 
for I was born in England.' 

** « Yes, I know you were,' he replied, 
« for I dined with your father, in Fall Mall, 
the very day of your birth; and got 
d-^shly tipsy with him, in striving to con- 
sole him for his disa^intment, in not 
having a son and heir.— Ay, let me sec } 
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it is exactly twenty-one years ago, the 
third of next month.* 

" * Take that, you old blundering parish 
register, you!* exclaimed Miss Dillon, 
dashing his snüff-box-^out of which he was 
regaling himself at that luckless moment-— 
up into his face. The snuff flying to his eyes 
almost maddened him with pain ; and the 
surrounding gentlemen^rushingtothe river, 
procured water to relieve his agony j but I 
was now perfectly enlightened upon the 
subject of why Mr. Conroy was shunned. 

*^ Our dinner collation, or, as Mrs, 
0*Blarney termed it — our * co*wld coüec» 
tion' — was composed of every delicacy, 
appropriate to such a repast ; and Sir Her- 
bert Fitzgibbon, and Mn O'Blarney, were 
my supporters ; both very lively, but both 
such incessant talkers, Ihey occasioned my 
losing a great deal of what was passing 
around me ; but, however, I perceived . ä 
Miss Malony and Miss Dillon excessively 
amused by a Mr. O'Gorman's manner of 
devouring, who sat precisely opposite to 
them; who did, certainly, with great per- 
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severance, and evident relieh, consume 
»urprisingly ; sending plateful after plate- 
ful, with wondcifol dexterity, do^fn bis 
throat, on the pöin* of a knife, without 
inflicting any wound, except i^wn the 
nerves of each sensitive behold^; and 
at lengtfa, after a fasfious deposit, in ef- 
fecting which tbe whole blade disap- 
peared, Miss Malony, witb a most con- 
eiliating smile, requeated to Jcnow, * b<W 
long he had beeü a pupil to the Indian 
jugglers } and if they had taught him 
any more of their amazing Performances, 
beside that alarming one of swaUovring 
knives and swords V 

« « Faith, Miss Malowny, then, *ti8 not 
to an Ingian' I need be applying, to lam 
to swallow Steel draughts/ he quietly re- 
plied; * but nearer home, even to your 
own ould father, who, although no con- 
jurer, was as neat a ju^ler through the 
swallow, as ever came from Oriental shore ; 
for all the draughts he drenched hia pa- 
tients with brought flowinginto his pocket 
draughts, wbich enable his daughter, litüe 


amusing d^ceptiops^ io h^r p^rfp^i^nGe pf 
a humUug fine la^y*' 

« Miss Malapy, wlvf» i? mwtf lWf"4Jy «!!»- 
noyed at the re£f:|UeQti<>« qC tbe pfr9|'es8Lon 
^eri^ther has ina4e his&srtun^ by, turi^ed a 
thou^and oo1q\u^ ^md geßpied re^4y tP Pl^y > 
«oid I really (5Q«ld ^^oj; yity t^*;?, pi»pf» ^ 

ly by h^r pf«F^ne^. 

« I haw » nwnt^ 1^ ^«JCjio^Ba janpEe 
to t^ ypu i feut <»y iiiipati^^e tP W*#t 
Lord Montalbert once ^ciiie imp^U faß %o 
set off witb you from ^^tl^t\4 Ci;^^ to 
the Town Hall:-~but ob t^ft w^y^ tbi^ 
^mazßtnent c^ Mrs. Q'Do^il ifi ^h§ cpa^b, 
when ) took o^ my hand]^§rch^e^> tp find 
«?y twr, by pne sJjaJkjs pf my b<sa<j, ja 
tbß pvjst bpcoflpjg ftfrfpr ßf «B«)liGiiy } 

jH^d by 4i§<ew%g m ^^9i^* flfty fw»» 
frc^fig^d % ^ bflU r^oiR, pohM POly fee 

wii»p§4 ty Her sbsgflin, at not ^m^e 

b«pr flj^fti4ng m P^if^ »>P<H9Ue ^ tbe 
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very fkmously, both externally and inter- 
nally, with appropriate devices ; and cer- 
tainly all had a very good effect, and 
was wonderfully admired, until I appeared 
to turn the gazing eye on me ; since never 
was there a greater Sensation of surprise 
awakened; for they all looked upon my 
prompt change of attire as little less than 
necromancy ;«^and more sensations, I can 
assure you, than that of surprise, were 
awakened by my becoming change of attire ; 
but rU leave it to Mrs. O'Dowd, to teil 
you all about that. 

** Mr. 0*Blarney was my first partner; 
and the moment I stood up to fulfil my en- 
gagement, a^Mr. Keating asked me for the 
two next dances : but he had such a vulgär 
snub nose, that I would not exhibit with 
him; and forgetting what Mrs. O'Dowd 
instructed me to say, to manceuvre out 
of the fangs of a disagreeable partner, 
I merely said, I was sorry I could not 
dance with him, and immediately afler 
Sir Herbert Fitzgibbon became a candidate 
for my band, and was accepted ; and just 
as this acquiescence was uttered by me, to 
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my infinite amazement and delight, Lord 
Montalbert, attracted thither by the for^ 
tunate Meliora, arrived; and almost im- 
mediately seeking me out,^ attempted some 
excuse for the inconisistency of his conduct 
in Coming to the ball, when in themorning 
he had announced his health not suffi* 
ciently re-established to attempt it: and 
as he uttered his apology for this caprice, 
he blushed most deeply, an4 that blush 
stamped on my heart the deligbtful con- 
viction of the certainty of roy conquest. 
And now I wished poor Sir Herbert in 
Elba ; for had I not unfortunately engaged 
myself to him, I should have had the 
triumph of showing to all present bis lord« 
ship devotedly seated at my side ; for as 
to his dancing, I knew that must be out of 
the question. 

" So my dear friends, mos[t cruelly 
against my Inclination, I marched off with 
Sir Herbert to join the dancers ; and the 
moment I arrived at the top of the set, 
and was about to figure away in my very 
best style^ Mr. Keating stood before me, 

h5 
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and savagely informed me, * I should not 
proceedy unless I danced with him ; »ince 
Hiy rcgection of him was not caused by a 
prior eogagement.' 

*' ^ Stop Lady Meliora Mönsom or take 
my place, tft your perü, 6ir/ eixclakned 
Sir Herbert. 

^' So I dhrieiked, grandmaiBa, I was so 
terrified, and up flew Charles and Lord 
Montalbert ; and then such a hromllerie 
ensued; for Charles, \^ho 'is always so 
impetiious, insisted upon iäkJng tlie quarrel 
upon himself, since he was-my brother ; and 
dear, dear Lord Montalbert interfered as a 
conciliator; and thc^n the tbreeFuries quit- 
•ted the room, accompimiedhy Lo^d Mont- 
albert, Derville, and several other-gentle- 
^inen> and I was dreadfüUy a]«Ptned ; but 
at length Lord Montalbert retnmed, and 
with the melting kindness df tender in- 
terest soothed my Agitation, and dispeUed 
myfears, by every assuranceoffhe^empest 
t>eing hushed." 

•* The tempest «hiished?** Said Lady 
Derville, pale with ^iDUmy, and'tretnbling 
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in alanxL '^ But did his lo^dsibip say it 
wxMild not buf st out again at st more couye- 
luent aeason ? Oh MeUoca^' 

<' Glear gsandmama, do »»t be laliiaDQd ; 
tiydy all but JVIr • Keating setomeid, «nd 
dfincßd Away so «nonrily the remaii^er x£ 
the evening, that there could be no .warfiK^ 
dn ihekc beadfl/' 

«' Was Lord Monüdb^ iiwtibfiil ?^' de- 
jHiasided Aosa, ailQDbOBtjas«jiacbta|atm€|A'aß 
Xiady Clerville. 

^^ Certainly not,*^' repUed Lady Melima, 
-e&ultingly ; ^' far he Mias itpo ^erioiis jm Jus 
julmiratdon of a certaiii pyffifiix, 4o be .aay 
. tbing :but grave. (But he retired ibe&ie 
supper, for ihe latiguor :fir<Mi xsaceat io« 
,dksipoaiti<Hi .<Haiqaered inoUiiatiCPi ; bow« 
eieer, before he .departed» be look jcate^io 
.^Qgage Charles /to^bref^fc&st mtJpi ihiei, .and 
wbtch uotil tbis looment I ibiigat; m»1 
diso, that Charksiiid me^uüfiwaii'yoUcfKf iit> 
>to acoouQt fix bis absenoetthis mofimng/' 

Lady Derville» utteriiigxA dqep ^oan» 
feil back iixberxhair» vöth^Lberv&eultifs 
suspended; when Lady Melioca rieiterated 
Iftie most Piercing «hrieks, and sELosabelia» 
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bathed in teärs, used every restorative 
within her reach for the recovery of her 
beloved benefactress ; who at length re- 
warded her afiectionate anxiety by un- 
elosing her eyes, ere the household» at- 
tracted by Lady Meiiora's sbrieks, ap« 
peared. 

' " Oh !" Lady Derville exclaimed, in 
tones of anguish, ** my Charles ! my dar- 
ling boy, is now, I doubt not, a mangled 
corse; sacrificed by his own impetuosity, 
and his sister's imprudence. Oh ! B osa, 
Rosa, dispatch, I implore you, a Courier to 
Lord Montalbert, to learn if he is at St. 
Leonardas Abbey; or if this pretended 
breakfast was devised to deceive me ?" 

Cur heroine instantly flew to comply 
with the wish of her bene&ctressj and 
as she was winging her way towards the 
servant's hall, she encountered Mr. Stern, 
ham, to whom she instantly imparted Lady 
Derville's alarms for the safety of her 
grandson, and entreated to send off an ex- 
press to St. Leonardas Abbey, to learn if 
Mr. Monson was there ? 

*• I am shocked, Miss Frederick,*' Mr. 
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Sternham exciaimed, trembliog with anger, 
^^ I am shocked at such indecorutn ; thus, 
without any regard to the delicate lieserves 
so beautiful in your sex, to make this dis- 
play of your attachment to Mr. Monson, 
just as you perceive him entering the ave- 
nue with a phalanx of other gentlemen.-— 
Yes, madam, in defiance of your debt ov 
gratitude to your benefactress, whose heart 
would be broken if such an union was 
to take place, you appear in this ensnaring 
agitation, to display to him your anxiety 
for bis safety. Fy! fy! retreat to your 
Chamber and conceal your weakness." 

*^ I have nothing to conceal, Sir, but, in 
respect to your function, the indignation I 
feel at your unjust, as uncharitable in- 
ferences,'' said Rosa, with her before pale 
cheeks, now flushed by wounded delicacy ; 
and flying to a window to ascertain if Mr. 
Sternham's assertion was true of Mr. Mon- 
son's retum ; and perceiving him indeed 
amid a party of horsemen, pacipg his way 
up the avenue, she darted back to the 
chiamber of his grandmother with this cor- 
dial comfort ; and instanüy Lady Meliora 
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flew down to peceive the geaüataea^ leaving 
the still treibblingly ;alarmed Lady Derville 
to the tender care of Ihe gratefi«! and afiec- 
liMiBLe dHliioflierfaounty« 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Although RosabdUa was deeply wouiuh 
ed and offended, at the accasatioas of 
Mr. Sternham, and determined to xe- 
late. all to her benefactress ; yet Bhe 
considered this moment of anxiety and 
scarcely subdaed indi^DOsition, not the 
one for such a colniiiiimcatioTi. She tfaere- 
fiire tranqufllized her aspect, «and sent all 
Töuer cases to the invmble netreat »of her 
susceptible hosom ; and .as she sat wiih 
herbelo^ed protectrei», payingher eveary 
attention of dnty and ^ection, 'wondeced 
much 'tfaat Mr. Monson did ncd: appear 
to teoannäte his grandanother's apprehen- 
isiöns ; Msinlce she jcoüld inot douht of ihis 
sister's having taken an eaxly n^portuni^y 
!to impart(ko him their cKiatence* But at 
lengtii» thesoundhig bau bölow prechim- 
ed the «departure :of -viaitoi», jond sbordy 
after Mr. Mboüson land Lady Msliora ap- 
.pcared, Ihe latter ito «lewalcd «pkits» ap- 
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parently having lost all recoUection of the 
alarm and consequent Indisposition of her 
grandmother. 

" Oh ! Charles ! Charles ! my beloved 
child !" exclaimed Lady Derville, the mo- 
ment she beheld him» '^ teil me on the 
truth and honour of a gentleman, has the 
thoughtless folly of your sister led you to 
hazard your Hfe? or does that peril yet' 
await you ?*' 

^' My dear madam, you have nothing 
now to apprehend for my safety,** Charles 
replied, much affected by the anxiety she 
evinced for him; ^Lord Montalbert, with 
infinite trouble, brought us all to reason ; 
and although Mr. Keating andmyself met 
this morning, most hostilely disposed to- 
ivards each other, — by the magic of his 
lordship's argutnents we exchanged for- 
giveness instead of balls; and parted in 
perfect amity.*' 

^< Ten thousand blessings on his lord- 
ship's head!'' exclaimed Lady Denrille, 
\(^ith affecting energy ; *^ for he has saved 
the rending of a parent's heart." 

Teiars started to the eyes of Mn Mon- 
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son, who took the hand of his grand* 

mother, and as he aflfectionately pressed it, 

Said — 

^ ** Why how did this sensitive heart of 

yours learn to imbibe this alarm for me ? 

Meliora did not cherish the least suspicion 

ofil.'* 

Lady Meliora» now in an agony of tears» 
threw her arms around her brother's neck, 
and bitterly sobbing, implored his forgive- 
Hess, for having endangered his life ; and 
assured him, she would in future conduct 
herseif with more prudence, and try, if 
possible, to think of consequences. 

Rosabella, influenced by the feelings of 
a grateful heart, regarded Charles Monson 
with the attachment of an affectionate 
sister ; to hear, therefore, of the peril he 
had so narrowly escaped, could not but 
sensibly affect her; and although she strove 
to conceal her emotions, yet so much of 
her distress was visible, that Mr. Monson, 
nearly subdued by it, fled from the fasci- 
nation, and rapidly re-mounting his steed, 
galioped off to pay visits to those belies, 
whom he had admired most the preceding 
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day, with a faope o£ chasing Une €UpQger<Ms 
ioipression, awaiken^d by tbc; twc^ipg mr 
terest Rosa had evinced for him ; skic^ 
mviiicible pride more md more revoked 
from. the idea of an union witb tbiB 
insulated protegee of bis grandmotbciTf 
who possessed not that transcendence of 
beauty to ei^tenuate the degradi^g; al- 
liance. 

Neitiber did the emotion of our heroine 
escape the Observation of Lady DervUle, 
for with terror she obßerved it» ^nd its 
«fiect upon the precipitately retreating 
Charles. And now, fuUy persuaded that 
the peril she had so longajpprehended was 
about to be reaiized in the mutunl attach- 
ment of those young frienda» her thoughts, 
painfully occupied by the miaery this 
agonizing belief inflicted» could acarcely be 
abstracted a moment firom it» eyen by l4u]y 
Meliora's incess^it recapitulution of the 
further proofs she had that moming diKO- 
vered of her certain conquest of Liord 
Montalbert; who had been QW of the 
gentlemen, who had drawn her so r«|w41y 
firom the Chamber of her gyandwother» 
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Nor were the alarms, and self-upl>raicU 
ing for imprudence in her benevolence, 
likely to experience diminution in the 
mind of Lady Derville, when the sublle 
Mr. Sternhatn, inflamed by jealous appre- 
betisions, and infltteoced by an erring 
jttdgment» reganUess of coosequences, took 
an opportunity of intiiaating to her, '^ That 
he bad discovered Mim Frederick was art- 
&dly throwing out her lures» to ensnare the 
heart of Mr. Mooson/' 

The fiiculties of Lady Derville were 
nearly again subdued by this intelligence, 
plausibly comnitmicated ander the specious 
mask of gratitude and friendship. 

To the idea of Rosabella's being an artful 
tngrate the heart of Lady Derville could 
tiot subscribe ; bat c^ a rising attachment 
between her and Charles ahe feit füll con- 
victton ; and in all the miaery anticipation 
of Duin to the latter oould inspire, she 
panted to send our heroine once more &om 
Ravenswood, and would thankfully have 
accepted the craflby offer of Mr. Stemham, 
to coosign her to bis rister's care, could 
dke devise any plausible excuse for such aa 
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extraordinary measure, that would not in- 
troduce suspicion of the fact into the mind 
of her impetuous grandson, to accelerate 
hls ruin. 

It was in the evening of this day, in 
which so much inquietude had been con- 
veyed to the mind of Lady Derville ; and, 
while her thoughts were painfuUy occupied 
in the perplexing research for a specious 
plea to effect the Separation of Rosabella 
and Charles; when a carman arrived from 
the viUage of Myrtle's Town, bearing a 
letter from the ci-devant Mrs. Cormack, 
now Mrs. Kilbride, tp our heroine ; who, 
believing it merely a letter of thanks for 
the prize she had won from the mounte« 
bank, which she had sent to her first pro- 
tectress, commenced the perusal of an 
almost illegible scrawl, without one an- 
ticipating feeling of what it contained, 
and which formed the following composi- 
tion :— 

'* Dear and darling Miss Rosa» 
<< It is dead you must be thinking me, 
in regard to my not baving the manners to 
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vfxite long ago, to teil you> I am intirely 
obliged to you for the elegant coat * you 
were afler sending me: but, dear Miss 
Rosa, that is not the case I assure you ; 
for I am alive, but more grief to me ! if I 
can say merry ; for 'tis kilt myself is with 
trouble ; and, as to the beautiful coat, 'tis 
not the likes of me that will be wearing it, 
for sure 'tis gone it is, to dizen out one of 
the other wives— for 'tis lots of us the 
villain has ! — Kilbride tuck to himself in 
all the ports he visited, which ft seems 
sailors are tolerated so to do : so, for the 
mercy of Heaven ! jewel ! never marry a 
sailor : however, our priest, Fatber O'Flan- 
nagan, says — ^ he will be hanged for Fol! 
Ligamy;' but why so, I know no more 
than the Pope in Room, nor indeed do I 
care, so that it is hanged he is, the rap» 
perie ! 

** Ochone, Miss Rosa, jewel ! nev^r while 
you live, keep marrying after the fashion 
that I have done, and more grief to me ! 
But sure it was the fortune«teller was 
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tbe ruin of me, by sbowing me tbe hus- 
bands on my ring-finger, and bad luck to 
them for plagues^! — ^Poor Cormack, you 
know, dear, murdered himself wid the 
wbiskey; but what was woi*se, be spent 
tbe property, and left me rowling down 
tbe bill ; and so, as a pfop, I marries 
Casey, bekease, dear, be bad some Jittle 
propefty ; and we would have got on ele- 
gantly, barring tbat he bäte me twict 8 
day at least, and tbat nothing would serve 
bim but we must be quitting tbe public 
Kne, and let lodgings to say*batbers : but 
none ever came to aur tinament in tbe 
Summer, let alone tbe winter; so Casey 
fretted bimself to ^ notamy, and starved 
me mto a Skeleton ; so tbat it was well for 
me he kilt bimself, the negar! wid bis 
maxie wäys. 

" W6ll, dear, had I contented myself in 
my second Kberation, 1 would hanre been 
happy ; Imtas getitle and simple 'foegan 
fiocking *to my Ibd^wg house, beköase I 
I was such an elegant ländlady, -so clane 
and civil, I tuck it into my head — ^as the 
Fates had cast my distiny in regard to 
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husblEtnds, and that I had not had my com« 
plimentyet, ancl, as burying them so often 
was a niighty expensive tax, I would be 
managing, and have one a good tin or 
twinty years younger nor the others, that 
he might live the longer; and that was 
every rasön in the wide world myself had 
for wedding KilbriJe, who kept pelaver- 
ing me in respect to his being a saiior, he 
WCHild be bringing me the world and his wife 
of elegant curosities, to deck my lodgings 
wid ; biit nöt a thing ever he brought me, 
jeWel, töve sortow and distress ; but, as 
fbr the taking ways, it was he that ^mder- 
fctüd them, nobody bettet ; for not a thing 
that nvd^s M^ortS^ taking upon the primiBes, 
barring ttiyS'df, büt he tack off wid hhn, 
the deceiver! to Dublin, were *tis wid 
another wife^he is, t!he i^ap of the world. 

" IBay the po#erh äbove keep AÜd pre- 
safve you, Miss üosa dea^! btfC it in 
müfdered with troöiMe -m^scSf is, <^t my 
name is not, — what I have MftoC UMtfdh ^ i^ 
joiced in— 

*« Judith Kilbride." 
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P.S. — " Ah! then, Miss Rosa dear, 
why did I write to you, but to teil you 
what I was forgetting ? — which is a quear 
thing any how; but what I had to say 
first, was, that I never was so stagnated in 
my born days, when, as I was sitting in 
my poor deserted, stripped, and plundered 
lodging house, three nights ago, to hear a 
sort öf unsteady rap • at the door, which 
murdered me wid screeching, thinking it 
was kilt I was by the thieves, Kilbride 
at the head of them, that would be follow- 
ing the rap in, to shoot my life out : how- 
ever, I was greatly disappointed ; for after 
repeated calls in a woman's outlandish 
voice, which my mind misgave me I had 
heard before, — I ventured to open the 
door, when, och! och! och! Miss Rosa 
dear, who shud stand plump before my 
eyes, but the skeleton of that say guU of 
the iWorld, Madam Ann Toney, who was 
aflt^r. leavipg you, dear,. to perish ia a 

Christian lwi4* i 

* Knoek. 
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Och ! you yarlet of a diyil !' sajs I, 
^ is it tired Beelzebub is q£ you, that you 
are retumed on eur haads ?' 

^^ So, with that, she crossed herseli^ and 
stepped into the pas3age ; wheu seeix^ 
l;bat, and likewise that she got over the 
horseshoe ob the thresbold without let 
er hinderance, myself became more ci- 
vilizßdf and I axed her into my^ parlour, to 
jrest on half the one chair that was lefb lüe ^ 
and soon was cute enough to make out of 
her gibberish -^ for sorraw plainer she 
speaks nor she did, which is a quear 
thing, now she is nigh band sixteen years 
oulder — with great difficulty, * that she 
would die soon ; and wanted Donny * Ross^ 
bella to teil to her all that lay heavy upon 
her conscience:' so, wid that, I offeredher 
half my bedstead — ^for my feather-b,ed days 
are gone, dear, — and advised her to go 
by: CniWley's. cfir to Ilaven^vvood : but, 
OiQhonei. Miss JS^osa, dear, the next day 
she was seized with a fit of perplexity, and 
if I was not in one too, I wonder at 16 j^ so 

'..';» * Donna« 

VOL, !• I 
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ofiTI rünfi fbr Fkther OTEaflfiAgafl^ wfto in- 
«tantfy feCched the apo^ecM^r ^o^ bied 
her to death's diMr to m£& h^ Ufe ^ bati 
in^sajrs^ ^ alle wü} fiever fc« aN^ to go to 
Xffvenswaod; nior to^ aupve a Alt agam» ^i^ 
cept to her tierry mg/ So*, MJsfs^Rosa» dear, 
iFyott wish ta kiiow ^ayeu we, yo» mugt 
eeme* to* Myrti^s Tbwu wicikiut a nersel 
^delay ; försfiresay», MHyte yon viS^she 
tettw^ s^e has' on* faer Bsrnd, and' pefüses 
to cenf&ss to I^ther O^flftHiis^n ; ivhielry 
to be mf e,. is not muelr matter^ only ftv 
ft^rm- sake*; a» he woold not be under- 
stendmg' her, ke knowifig no^ moM of Spa^ 
iiish, nor she of Irish, «baiQ^; iß^thej bafd no 
toiYgues iö theif feead ; aöd^jeiwl^ do»*^i be 
aftar'dto conoe, thiaking t have nabedfor 
youv sifieefatber CyFIaBRag»&bad prevailt^d 
Ol» hi» brotber, who take^ m fodgersi to 
Ksbk} me^ an empty bou6e of bis, untU tha 
gtntry w3T be eomingi whin he wiU* set itx 
S&f deaf Miss Rosa, no^moi^e ii«w6 atpm«> 
MHt df yoor kith'and kii^ fhom yottü dib^ 
tittttt 

'< Friend until death, 

J. K/' 


^B^^SPH^yssUnv Affe M % m 

Tbi^ tttff ittg hcM»^ cf R<»«b«ttA's^ dotiP 

bride^d'SC^c^nd I«tter in pcMiMcf if tv attrateMd 
«be altdotiDfi of Lady Dspville, aad prsrnsfUu 
ly led to an explanation of the cauise^ Aod 
a« ber lad^ship i'eally esfMfieifcdd tb^most 
Hvdy iftteFes« arftd sincere s;ytxf^tify for 
tH» d€»eiV€rd)y Üel«^«^ cbäd of her boinu 

wen a tempönnfy M]^af ^on fi^m« CSiaitesi 
opemted kv her Orders^ for tiicf immMtiaittf 
Mifveyad«^ of her pr^gih tö Myftjkifk 
TdwA, mcompimieA tbitfaer oiily by Betty 
ItoMh y fi^nee Lady M^wa's^ being he» 
cdttiptemion i;raa as muck dm of Laidy 
Derville's Code of possibiUties, as gfrantkig 
permisskm fo eidför of bc^ grandiso» to 
arttetid her; Neithei? th« boimeicssper^ 1100 
her Tad^hip^s^ wondaa coKüid be srpared^ and 
Mfr Stertihatn couM not däbr hiuifielf as 
her protector^ for nefw Im foand^. vbat 
thifi o^^Mtttnity f^ xm^i^iimi^ fvemntei 
itself fbr obllgiiig BoBa^ and m^iamtnested 
t^ d titig to eomm^ic« bb i0(^ditt|p^ ttaM: 

I 8 
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he had not proved himself a profound poli«- 
tician; for now he dared not betray in- 
terest for the individual, whom he had 
accused as an artful designer, without im- 
plicating either his own principles or his 
veracity. 

Without a friend to advise her, in case 
she had perplexities to encounter ; to Sup- 
port her, if fortitude had its part to sustain; 
or to soothe her, if sorrow awaited her ; 
poor Rosabella set out upon her little 
journey, handed to the carriage by Liord 
Derville, whose adieu was accompanied 
by a speculating pressure of the hand, 
as the crisis was probably ueär, which 
would determine the expediency of ad- 
dressing her ; and Lady Meliora, in her 
farewell, '* latnented not being able to be 
hercompanion in a moment of such severe 
trial to feelings so susceptible as hers/' 

In the Short distance of thirty miles, 
from Ravenswood to Myrtle's Town, no 
adventure befel our heroine; and as she 
drew near the little more than hamlet, 
where die expected so much important in» 
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telligence to await her, all the fortitude she 
had been endeavouring to strengthen her 
mind with seemed gradually forsaking her; 
and, as the presentitnent of evil, she feit an 
unconquerable Sensation of despondence 
stealing through her frame, inimical to 
every exertion she could make to remand 
her firmness to support her, through all she 
might have to be informed of, relative 
to her mother's too probable miseries with 
her jealous tyrant« 

The house Mrs. Kübride had been kind«> 
ly acdommodated with was easily traced, 
since it was one of the very few brick 
edifices Myrtle's Town could boast ; but 
no carriage could make its way np to 
the door, for to It a narrow causeway led, 
that overhung the Strand, and which at 
high water often was washed over with the 
spray, and at spring tide with the roUing 
waves ; whilst at low water a beautifui 
sand made that part of the beach the fa- 
vourite promenade of the few who visited 
this romantic Spot. 

This structure, which with two com- 
panions in a row raised its lofty head 


90 ooQspiouousIjr above tHe aurrwudii^ 
straw^oc^fed eottegesi dOii to wbich JVfrs. 
Kilbride aad her^sick cfafti^ hdd fiempved 
the pneceduig day, coofii^ted cdT oite amaU 
paiiomr, aad a kitchen cm tbe grouiid iBoor ( 
tiro bed diambers up ßtair^, and two 
«ttics } and its odly outlet was ^ soiaU 
gasdesi railed off frian ifae oauaeway ; y^ 
tius iBconvenifint» and ^idently dang^ar. 
oiis habttotion^ iRfiKh the ofbei^s wxäar]^ 
situated, were sought a£ber wälh ajvi* 
^y.lby tbe la^ Vifisiürs, and were oon-' 
»üoidy inhfd)ited do^g iki^ #ewoa fw 
sejubathiiig« 

But EosabeUa bMtowed' lao tboMgbt 
i^poQ thesafety or sitttatibm of tbe dw^dli^g 
she wa6 enterifig; her every idtea was 
absorbed in her approaoldQg meetjog witb 
Antania; she, who bad unqueabiQinably 
borne her froin her sorrowing tnothet'^ 
arma, and tbrown her, in infant helpleas- 
ness» withoqt name, eonnectioas» ar any 
stay hat pityhig Heaven» upon tfae merey 
of the World-— the protection of strangers ; 
and in this meeting, what had fibe not to 
hope and fear i 


AltboQgli oar iieroine liad^onstandy 
tamtimmd « d^j-ki«^^ corra^oodence 
witk her firat kind protectr>es&.^ and Jmd 
-aever .«iiifabed a»y oppoFtuni4y aSorded to 
faer of eviucing her UDskuaberic^ tgratitude^ 
yet never dhad she beh^d Mrs» Kilbride^ 
sttoce th6 hoar L»dy Derviüe ihad takea 
her uader ber offn eare ; but wbo nour 
videomod her vetura te Myrtle's Towa 
ivith eudh tiranaporte of d^^bü;» that Rosa» 
lAthoBgh jsrost V9itumüy all wild iwpa- 
tience for an interview with Antonia, re- 
ceived and ntvmed all diese cordial greet- 
ings, 38 a heart endowed with ^ateful 
lenembiance diotated. When at lengtli 
die could^ irithout wonndti^g tbe fee^qgt 
of this eariiy friend, sbe ceased to practiK 
duck {lainfui ftirbearance, and, almoat sub^ 
dufid by htr eonotions, inquired for Anto^ 
msLy and wiisn she inight be permttted 
to see her. 

^ Faith, jewei^" nsplied Mts. Kilbrid^ 
*^ »be lies «tretched out above, ready for 
death, wliich is certalnly tipoo her i in iho 
room above, fgraent tbe sqg^ which bei^g 
the btggest, tbe afKrthecary, <Hie Mr^fa^*: 
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rell, ordered her to be put into it^ and 
it was kilt he thought the creathur was 
wid the removal; and so he tuck more 
blood from her, though sorrow drop her- 
seif had left in her veins. But, dear, he 
bid me send for him the instant mo- 
xnent ever you arrived, that he might 
be at band, set in case the interview mur- 
dered her ; but whieh hitnself says ooght 
not to be deferred, for the ease of her 
conscience, since 'tis by a thread her life 
is hanging/' 

Accordingly, Mr, Farreli was instantly 
sent for» and as promptly obeyed the 
«ummons; and he» with much kindness» 
immediately proceeded to prepare the 
dying Antonia for the appearance of our 
Heroine. When» with infinite difficulty» 
he made her comprehend that Donna Ro- 
fiabella was arrived, the mentally and 
bodily sufiering woman, throu^h the 
powerfiil eflbct of conscience, feil into a 
fit of a new species ; and, for a consider- 
able length of time, her frame was shook 
by convulsions; but when, at last, this 
alarming attack subsided, she eagerly 
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calied for Donna Rosabella; whoSe band 
she grasped, and, in pure Castilian, im- 
plored pardon, "for cruelly becoming 
the agent of a jealous barbarian, in tearing 
her from her angelic mother's arms :" and,, 
when öur heroine replied in the same 
language, with mild, forgiving, soothing 
kindness, her surprise aiid joy were so ex- 
cessive, they again o\'erpowered her frame 
with convulsions; and, although this fit 
was slight, it so apparently exhausted her, 
that ft left her either unwilling, through 
caprice, or unable» from debility, to answer 
those questions, which Mrs. Kilbride im- 
portucied our agitated heroine to put to 
her* 

But to those inquiries, humanely and, 
kindly asked, all the replies pqor Rosa 
could obtain, were — " that her motber 
had been living, when Antonia last had 
intelligence from.Castile — that her brother 
also was living, and serving in the British 
army with honour ;" but to this indefinite 
information, and to her repeated supplica- 
tion for the title and place of residence of 

15 
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her mother*^ basband, and for hesr own &^ 
ther^s name, she could learn noikmg tnons 
satiafa€t<H*y iti additioo, but that all wadd 
be foufid in tlie Htde tin box» idiudi stood 
oii Übe table by her bed side ; and mrbioh 
she implored Rosa not to permit any one 
to touch, until after her decease« 

But, tbrough tbe night, Atrtonis had a 
«lecession of epileptic attacks; and die 
Biorntng foimd ber articulation ao affecied, 
and her intellect «o apparently impaired, 
that Mrs. Kilbride pronaunced, ^ afae 
Xßi)uld not live throagh the day;^^ and 
eent out invitations to her wake« 

However, upon the arrival <>f Mit Far* 
rell, Rosa found bis opinion relative to 
immediate dissolution not so decisire ; and, 
in consequence, fftie aent off an expreat 
for Lady Derville's "phygiciBn^ which kcr 
ladyship had kindly desired her to do» 
should occasion require it. 

Doctor Westrop arrived as speedüy 
as possibility would admit of« Having 
known Rosa from the hour she became an 
inmate of Ravenswood, he highly regarded 
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her } itnd npw, ftding deep iotereßt fiN^ 
her, he sjpared no exertion of bis ftkill for 
the restoratioQ üf Antoma^s faeulties ; not 
that he cherished much hope of thetr re- 
novation } yet he couid Hot bring himmlf 
to despair, becauge dial irat cnenacing i4 
the welfare, perhaps, and certainly to tibi» 
gratification of. Rosa. But, n m^my pa-' 
tiento in an extenitva practice demaoddd 
tbe attendance of Dr. Westrop, he conld 
not dedicate hu wiiole day to Antonta; 
but» ere bis departui^ he kindly promised 
to call at Ravenswood, to State all things 
to Lady Derviiie, and to visit MyrÜ^t 
Town tlie sacoeeding day« 

Aa tt was th« opinion of Doctpr We^^ 
trop, that some moment of reoewed &culty 
mtgbt be permttted to Aiitonidt Rosa, 
ever predisposed to believe all tbat eould 
prove the beneficence of a ünerciful Deity^ 
scarcßly left the Chamber of the dying pe- 
nitent either day or night i lest the p^ssibil^ 
momeat of renovated powers mjght arrke 
during her abaence, aod the probable sid^ 
vantages of it be lost to her; so that whea 
Dr. Westrop letumed oa the ittorrow« he 
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found our heroine a fixture by the piUovr 
of Antonia. 

After examinihg. the State of bis patient» 
Doctor Westrop agaia pronounced her case 
immedicable ; but that yet there might ar« 
rive some moment of temporary renovation 
of faculty. 

** But, my dear Miss Frederick," he 
added, '' I do not suppose this transient 
restoration likely to prove an instantane- 
ously efBdcted one ; therefore your constant 
attendance is unnecessary; for it must, in 
all probability, be of a nature to allow suf- 
iicient time, either to summon you from 
your pillow, or frqm a circumscribed pro- 
nienade, for the indispensable purpose of 
preserving health ; since I look upon flie 
neglect of striving by practical means, for 
the preservation of that blessing, as a crime 
little Short of suicide : — so now, my good 
girl, whom I have ever observed to be the 
most docile of human beings, come walk 
with an old friend upon that inviting 
Strand. It will do us both good ; and, as 
for you, itis my professional prescriptioB, 
that you pace these sands, for a limited 
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distance, every opportunity afforded by the 
retiring tide." 

Rosa, grateful for such kindness, was in- 
stantly equipped for her walk, and set out 
with her respected friend. 
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CHAPT£R UL 

Another twenty-four hours dragged hea- 
vily over the closing scene of Antonia, 
without any material change occurring in 
her hopeless Situation; no fits, however, 
disturbed her night's repose : yether sense 
of Observation, and power at effort seemed 
only to animate, when Mr!^. Kilbride or 
Betty Roach touched her tin box; upon 
whichy by violent gesticulation she evinced 
her anger« 

Rosabella V/as not unmindful of th^ 
Charge given to her by t)octor Westrop, 
relative to that exercise he recommended 
for the preservation of her health ; and 
as soon as the retiring tide would permit it, 
she sallied forth to take her solitary ramble 
on the Strand; and although she could 
not withdraw Betty from her attendance 
upon Antonia, and Mrs. Kilbride was en- 
gaged in culinary preparations, she ex- 
perienced no unwillingness at venturing; 


assnred tfaat» m the baxnlet was yet u»* 
fi^eqttented by it8 mmmer visttonsj na 
QBe vcmld aocost or .sunojr her, altbougb 
sbe WM jdone. 

Fcdl ha3f an lioar, fiosabeUa htd piu 
raded up and down before her dburatod 
dwtdJmg^ witibtfiit eBGOuntecing aoy iiidiy> 
dual) and as titö liay becaoie plearaaterj 0g 
the flun aroae. nearer its meaidaasy she waa 
iDidbaced by tbe pictnreupie appifauMice «f 
a ßAimg hoU cm its returo» to jeat biecwSf 
upon a rock, to sketch t]fte teenttry tt 
]iiov.ed in, to withdraw hsx tboughts even 
for a mamentary nespüe ffiom tbe ibQrtiir<e 
of panifiil incertitude. Always provided 
witb a peneil and skttchiAg cards, tshe 
promptly set äbout her deeägaf; and ^ti«« 
moieated had oearly cofl^pleted her beauti* 
fbl pcribmanset when the 'Midden fall «f a 
cane close bebind her, camad her to atart 
up in alana ; nor was that alarm diminiab- 
ed, when by Jier Bide id»e beteld tbe identi^ 
cai being, whose scheffim ix£ rShmy Mr. 
Sternham had discovered. 

In terror and chagrin, &0S2d>eUa was 
bounding to a Tetn»t j «3)en .iseif-pos« 
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Session rallying, almost in the moment it 
was chased, whispered her, that it wonld 
evince more dignity, it would operate in 
better policy, to betray no fears; bot 
quietly to walk away, as she made a repel- 
lent bow of recognition : — but the animated 
joy which illumed the strttnger's expres- 
sive countenance ; the respectful homage 
of his graceful manner as he addressed 
her, almost disarmed the intended chilling 
discouragement of her air, as she bowed in 
returning courtesy. 

'^ Ever on roeks, am I fated to meet 
you, Miss Frederick/' he said, in a voice 
of thrilling melody. " Oh ! may it be pro- 
phetic of the solidity of our future estima- 
tion of each other !^* 

*' Even rocks/' said Rosabella, with that 
species of serious smile which encourages 
no fitmiliarity^— ** Even rocks, sir, are not 
firm to their Station, when their basis 
is insecure ; and esteem can only endure, 
whilst its foundation is substantial : but as 
strangers can form no judgment of the 
pretensions to estimation each other may 
possess, until introduction of incontestable 
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respectability can assure us of the merits 
of each other ; forgive me, if I feel the 
necessity of suspending an acquaintance» 
wfaich accident alone commenced: — but 
ere I now bid you, perhaps, a final fareweU, 
allow me to say, that I should have rejoiced 
at this ünexpected meeting, had I the power 
of restoring to you some very valuabie pro- 
perty of yours. My essence box was of 
little woiüi, but aa the gift of a beloved 
frieiid ; that you in mistake presented to 
me so very cosdy^ I left at Ravenswood, 
lest I might lose it here, and be deprived 
of the power of restoring it to you j but 
that I may do so, have the gpodn^s to in- 
form me, where aiid to- whom Lady Der» 
ville can return it;since it was to her. 
care I confided it in trüst for you*" . 

^ Miss Frederick/' said the stranger, 
sorrowfully, as in^ amaz^e he contemplated 
the contradictious manner and aspect of 
ourheroine; th&one, all firm repellency, 
the other, all bhishing, trembling, obvioils 
timidity— *' although you are, I see, thus 
resolutely determined to infliet upon me 
the mortification and regret of being 
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shnniied, even as a mere acquaiottance, 
by you, permit me to apologize fer my 
presumption in the Itttle «xckauge I iBade« 
I could not part wHh that, whkh had 
bekmged to her who bad «aved «y life; 
md I koped ycm wouU bave exoused my 
suhatttiatiiig a bagateile^ to resaiiid you 
of hiffi whofie Ufe yiou faad isaved. But, i£ 
I am not to foe licmoured by baviog tfajs 
my earaest «rish acGcunpIished, Ladly Ihas* 
ville iias surely leanied frcMn hat chaplain, 
to idbLom »he may retixrn thM» wbich fireoi 
scme Mse impseasioa of tbe doiicar, yoiif 
iroill not «oondeacend to retajn«'* 

^' I lu^, fiir^ for your Mke tkey liave 
been £a!be im{»ressions/' retnrned fiosabd^ 
la» with m parting bow; ^'ib»t as Lady 
Derville appeared to Banctioa my bslief of 
them, you cannot wonder I was anxions, 
moat anxioua, to texminate our sioqpsiar 

^ The noth^^B of Xddy Derviliet ^^ ^^ 
Stemhftn^ {for sadi aa evidient miarepre* 
aentation of a cbar acter ihey well kaom 
desenrea it notf I ninot oottcbide .are cck 
geat ; and tbat the conacience of each 
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Mti UMWer fyr kf'* wid the fitranger, waUu 

i»g o»iWii by the «ide «gf Kosa ; ^' I theri^ 

ioi'e will not ia^erfere with tlieir prcf ects at 

pff^etnl;, but tbey must forgive me, if I 

ddopt wme of my owjqu I see uo reasoa 

vmäer Heav€s, why to ajccompiish their 

Aemg^Bs I «m, witbout <me oppasipg eflfort» 

to yield up taHiely tbe acqiuintance — the 

auxiowll^ pwted £or friendship, of Miss 

Fivdderiok. Gf atitude-^if no xiither pow^ti^ 

fid &eSiog QpQra(ed«***would forfaid it^ ^nd 

to conymee you I merit not tbus to be 

wbolly €ira$ed £rDm tiie list of those yxxa 

hoDour wttib yoar ^teem» I wHl obtain that 

introdoction^f iaeoiitestable respecstability^ 

urUch, I trufltf wtU ensw« for me lese re» 

pettency (of oonduet, tbaoa you at juresent 

adopt towards oie*'' 

*^ Bat ndby— wJuere&H-e, rir," repUed the 
p^fiiUy dtstoeiaed, «id bluafaisg Rosa« 
beHa» ^ sfaewU y^w take tbe trouble of 
procuring^aa initodvti^km, that must pro ve 
usdess? If Lady DerviUe ha3 motives 
fcBc not admifttittg you at Eairenswood, 
believe me, they tourt «operaAe agaiiast jooy 
fomsng att aoqwiiHimce witb y^m hw^^ 
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where every thing under the fonn of 
propriety forbids it; and while, for your 
sake, I may wish those motives proved 
unjust to you, yet, being Lady Derville's, 
I must respect them; and although, if 
known to me, my reason might not sub- 
scribe to them, yet my duty must teach 
me Submission to their power." 

" Miss Frederick," exclaimed the stran- 
ger, with animation, •* whilst even you 
thus mortify, yoü charm me; and each 
moment I converse with you increases my 
anxiety to remove this interdiction to a 
better knowledge of each other, which 
your belief of my unworthiness has formed. 
I will not now longer obtrude upon you, 
because your artlessness betrays faow much 
it pains your feelings of propriety: but 
yet I trust a time may come, and that not 
distant, when you will feel conviction you 
need not ishun me j when you will know, 
that had Mr. Stemham be6n firm to truth, 
even unprotected as you here are, yöu need 
not have flöwn from a few moments' con- 
verse with a man of honour." 

Rosabella having now reached the cause- 


ROSABELLA. 189 

way leading to her home, with cheeks man- 
tled by blushes, made her parting bow to 
the stranger ; bounded üp the Steps, closed 
the little gate, and by an impulsive glance, 
perceiving him a fixture below still gazing 
intently after her, she made another bow of 
grave civility, wearing no encouraging as« 
pect; and entering the house, she feit 
sorry, unhinged, she knew not why j but 
concluded it must be because she had been 
compelled to so mach ungraciousness, am| 
a thousand. times througbout the day she 
mehtally repeated : 

^* Can it be true ? Cai> it be possible, 
that this man is a profligate V* 

On the arrival of Doctor Westrop the 
succeeding morning, he pronounced it pro- 
bable, that Antonia might linger on for 
many days, to prolong that suspense so 
törturing to our poor heroine ; and so mach 
he commiserated her insulated Situation in 
such a trying moment, that with evident 
pleasure he informed her, " a very charm- 
ing couple were Coming to Myrtle's Town 
immediately, for the health of their only 


clrild, to wfiont he »M3t pfO^Mre: fisr kieF aa 
itttrodüGtioii.** 

^< I am not peFdoaally aeq^iainted witb 
thero/' SMd 0oc«m WeM^op^f '"^Captiim 
6ore^8 micle I knoir, but £ ans sorvy to 
say^ from t^ pFofefSsioiial wiouofdfy d 
my tiiBCy irat intimatefy ; and; hnm jou^ 
eren in your seclusien, mmt faave haacd of ; 
Mr. Trench." 

**Heard of Mr. TreÄCb!" exclahned 
Hosa, m a tone of cfsthusHSsm, ^^ Yes, I 
Bare . beard of bim ; and m^ muübi to the 
honour of buman nature beard of bim, 
tbat I bave feit imicb eoncem at bis not 
forming one of those few admitted at Ra- 
venswood ; partkolarly as I knew his; most 

atnikble son, and (bat the Bisbop of 

and Lady Anne Belmont bighly cstimate 
binr: btst some cause exist^lbi; Mr. Stern« 
ham's disiiking bim. Certsajofy^ tbeir piana 
of seeking tbeir own way to Heaven^ and 
leading tbeir respective flscl» thitber^. do 
»ot asaimikrte.'*' 

*^ It is true/' returned DMtor Westrop ; 
I never see or bear Trencby- tbat I do 
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hat long to become a.betto' maa^ to eamß^ 
brte hb Wctoes. I never see or hear Stern- 
hBOif wkbostbeing tempted to si^^ * Are 
yoaa pastor after the Mästet's: motild?'*' 

^ And do you think, dear siy/' demand« 
ed Rma^ anxioudy^ '^ yoa will be able to 
procare an introduction for me to the 
sepliew and niece of Mr. TreachJ' 

^ i can hwe nö doubt of it ; mrce oa 
myt PDfld büber I met Trencb thia morning^ 
wbo told me, ^ Captain Gore had Just par^ 
chaaed Myrtle's Town Lödge, which had 

been bailt by Lord as a bathing^ villa 

fbr bis cbildren ; and that he and Mrs« 
Gore were going there immediately ;' 
npon which I mentioned a young friend 
bere, to wbom he promiBed the Gores 
should pay every attention*" 

^ ,Oh| how kind, both of yoa and him/' 
Said the gpateful Rosa» ^* Bat pray, sir, 
does Mrs. Gore belong to our neigh« 
beurbood?" 

^< No> my dear, she resided near Dublins 
witb her mother, diiring the professional 
absence- of her hosband, whieh' has been^ 
äbnost constant since tbeir nnion» nn^' 
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within thß last four months ; so that she is 
not only not our neighbour, but unknown 
faere, the captain aloiie visiting bis uncle, 
when he came down to make bis purcbase." 
* Doctor Westrop soöh after departed; 
and notwitbstanding tbe cönsolation he 
had given her, in the promised introduction 
to, the relatives of Mr. Trencb, he left ppor 
Rosa with a heart fiUed by sorroW ; inflicted 
by a keen woüiad.to frlendship, tbrough 
his not bringing iDer any letter from Lady 
Meliora, althoügh he had gone two miles 
out of the road, to Ravenswood, for that 
purpose ; '^ but Lady Meliora . had got a 
slight head-ache, and could not write;'' 
änd with all those barbed arrowa Uiat could 
wound the bosom of affectionr poor Rosa- 
bella had taken her anxious Station in the 
Chamber of Antonia, when sbe was sum- 
moned from thence» by the arrival of Lord 
Derville. 

This speculating votary of avarice, in 
defiänce of the positive interdictioa of his 
apprehensive guardian» had uqw ridden 
over to Myrtle's. To^n, tp peuetiate, if 
ppssible, what ißtelligenoe this Spanish 
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woman was likely to give of the probable 
future fortune of Rosabella, to make hisr^ 
Observation to shape bis course by, * ' 

Our herolne, snrprised at receiving at- 
tention from him whomshe did noteipecf: 
it froiQ, at the moment tpo in which sbe^ 
was mortified at not meeting with it froin: 
those sbe did, flew down stairs to greet hMi, 
with all the animated glow of hec Kvel3r' 
gratitude; which bis lordship mistaking fdr<' 
spirits of hope's inspiration, through the^ 
auspicious promise of fnture greatne$s cOiW^ 
veyed to her by the dying womaii j rec^V- ^ 
ed her welcome with the most cai^efUt^ 
display of affectionate joy at meeting her, ' 
and of tender interest ; and ere he ceasetl'^ 
the effusions of his meeting civilities, fa'e" 
aonounced his intention of dining with her, 
a declaration which he repented, wheh 
in the course of their tSte d tete Rosa 
informed him, she had found cause for 
no expectatioh of amended fortune, in anyi 
thing which Antonia had yet sufiered tb 
escape her. , , ^ 

As soon as this therae of more immediate 
interest to the paii: who formed this /efe d- 
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fek V8S di$cusaed, Rosabella iaquired for 
Utt.sifitejfs headhach» 

<^ I did not know she had oae.'^ 

. *^ Qely a sligfat oqc^^' said Rosa ; ^ and 
3^ it preveaated her fiilfillijng a promise of 
wrifting to me» poor Tictiin of torturmg 
•itfipenae/* 

, ^ Ob> ai0 to tha V replied Lord DarTiile, 
flsnätn^» '^ her malady was vexation ; and 
Hfhich toa caused hei Omission to you no 
dpubt« She. e^qptected Lord Montatbert t0 
b^t ^ prompt, in deckratiozi of bis cap« 
tiy^iy, as kbttiwatf im jieUüiag htabeait to 
hßf: ^mpinBAionf^i. withmit ever once con« 
sidfdi^ ttetti iliei^ may ba some etiqueUe 
of delkacy,. or honoEUF^ or Heaven kaowa 
v^tf, to tfaat Ibomer un&rluitate attack» 
lOent» whit^h aba hasrobHfeeratedi. . And sa 
she has taken mighty umbrage at his lord- 
ship'a s^ting off to London, cdmtive to 
sQikie ufgent.buainess, T^itho^ls doing more 
thatt seqdjiiig a fotmak farewell note to 
Charles i and very shortly after the receipt 
of this valediction, her ladyship made good 
hsnK retreaA to her room> to conceal her tears 
frpon our prottd hcother i who had read her 


a famoiis lecture upon fidlidg so headloog 
in lare^ befoce she had aay encouragemeni 
for so doiiiig, more thaa evident admiratioii 
ü£ her exterk» cbaross ; and moire par- 
ticidarly^ vätem it was stroQgly suspected 
ti» poep lun vsas smarthig imder a^disap- 
poiatment «>f a teoder imtusev. 

^ And^ upoa my word,; Charlea spdse $a 
eloqueady,. that I grieve be has Bot \ß»&^ 
idlowed to adopt the bar for bis prc^ession ü 
buty notmibsisLvdimg bis doqueace» be ^ot 
{ytAy keeoty wounded the vamty of my, 
Lady LoVesich, but put Guardy iato b^ 
tanlyumfiP too f just because be unluckity 
mentioned you as hb criterio» ef menAMi 
d^eacy, vfao woidd not unaoughtbie woh : 
and so on mjy conscience, I tluHk ^h^ 
motteat the dowager tocdc alarm, tbißking^ 
be was in lom with you : for instootly 
I perceived as mtecchaBge of wise aad 
mysterious looks bekween her wd that' 
veijuice Stemham ; and tbts mormug, for 
what I have just been: telling you occurired 
last ev^eniiig, aad tbi» morning, lo! aplot 
appears on foot for separaiing you wd her 
grand^ons r just aa if etthei? of us shoi|idlh^ 
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siüch blockheads, as tofall in love with.a 
plortiönless girl : ncftbut if you had money 
efnough for *ny necessities, I shouldpreferyou 
tö'äfaygifl in 6Kiistetice;'Ishoüld.upon tny 
sbtil! SO you.need notblush aboutit, Rosa ; 
for aithough you never bestowed upon me 
one particle of eneouragemeBt, but» on the 
öonträty, evinced ön all occasions yoti te- 
garded me less than any of my family ; yet, 
had it not been for the hoUow sound of 
your empty coflfers, upon which prudence 
colistäntly has beaten the tattdo of coB- 
seqiietices in mine ears, I shoüld havepläy- 
ed tii d — ^1 with my prospects, by fidlingin 
love with you an age ago.'* 

*• It has been fortunate, however, that 
prudence has played the part of so good 
ä friend to us both/' said Rosa, en^ea* 
vouring to smile away the host of distress- 
ing sensations, his lordship's intelligence 
had conveyed to her bosom. 

** Not fortunate to you, Rosa, in de- 
priving you of a countess*s Coronet j and 
a d — ^lish good husband into the bargain.'^ 

" Yes, fortunate for me, Lord Derville, 
in sparing me the pang of awakening ma« 
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terhal distress in the bosom of my be^7 
Defaotress ; in sparing me t\^e pang of 
awakening a Bensation in your bosom^ 
wbich must have met its disappointment«", 

" Why, you young gipsy 1 you do not 
affect to mesaXj you V^^ould have refused 
vier 

^' As it has been a. maxim, l^g in r^ 
eommendatioU) for ladies notito refuse 
before tbeV are as^ed/' returned Bps^} 
^* I must not pröQlßimyrh^tißftft.ßt recqp; 
tioH I would have given to your pi:^d^u^e* 
forbidden suit ; Imt this mucl^,]^:w^}l &inly 
say, that if I judge the insp^nttioi^ of my 
heart correcütly» there is nq ^^pptation: ^ | 
wouid not resißt^ that could^throv^h me| 
inflict a piang upon the heart of my amiable, 
my kind» oiy beloved benefactress^ , ^ . . 

" But may I, — date I, — is it proper for me 
to a3k»'' CQntinued Rosa, hesitajtingly, frofi^ 
the emotion that agitated^ her bosotn> 
^^ what cause you have for supposing my 
dear benefactress meditates > sei^ding iqp 
from her protect^ion P'* . ! ^j 

^' Ob, rU teil you .all abiOHt it, D-r^ji 
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secret I'li keep for one of them, tfaat 
grim Stemham has a cbare in» iäo, mf 
sweet Rose, last night the Dow sudy ^ Mn. 
sbmetbing Stemhafli/ <M WormwcoiiPi 
npnfnster «tster, "^ had sent tlirough her bro- 
tfaer a pressIng invitalaofi Ikft ywi te spend 
some time at Pippin Grove j' or, as Chaiioi 
wllsit, '^Oaft Grove/ 

"^«^ Aiidlf/ 88^thetyoWs «trofcaigiier 
eye-btow, 'as ;f ou koxm An atways does» 
^eii' äite'^MiTÄB tö 4Miiabfig ua into the 
adoptS^ öf atiy «f litsr pMjeitt«^ < and 
iF atty ^sMitb^ intelKgeiice ilnoiM be tbe 
tesidt i^ this Spatiiard's conftäWMs, it 
in%<bt pl*üV« an adviseable. tetnporary n» 
treat ftt poor Rosabella; a retirement 
tmted iö tfie seiisibility of her faeart«' 

^^ * I presume/ said Charles, wkh a sar- 
castic glaiice towards Mr. Sterahatn, ^ that 
iny sjtfipathetic preceptor means to have 
ihe goodnefss to attend poor Rosabdla, on 
her Visit to Grab — I mean Fi]^ii Grove, 
to aid its effects on her sensibility ; «ad 
by the tropes and Agares of his soothing 
Aetoric, iü this apprc^riate retreat, play a 


time beguiling part, aUd IkßA May to Jan«» 
aiy, ere she is awair« of sudi ili umnatixnii 
junction/ 

^ Well, Rosa, tfae red flag of asget 
instantly uniurled over tliB qoiUiteBäfKan 
of Ouardy and bis reverence > bat neitfad: 
Ventura to make any reply to Hotsjnir, 
^bo söon after arose fröm Ms jseat^ mad, 
as be walked by Mfi -Stnuhatn oil^ bta waiy 
out, cairdes^y «aid ■ ^ ■ "" 

<< < I really thinic, air^^yöti liad batter 
advis6 Lady Däträle to: the :adeqpti<)m of 
some other plan tot Ae aiicmsis ti£ ypinr 
pTojects, leM fomiidable to Mifi^Frederifalc^ 
tfaan B Visit to^ tbe cäVe of TitofAioluiuvt 
leM in tcotnpabston I sfaoidd indeed skssume 
die fonn Kjrf* Cupid^ and dy off wtth tajr 
FiBycbe, frpm the Den of Spleen, to tbe 
Bower of Delight at Oretna Green/ 

^^ The now pale and lengtbeiked vinäge 
of Wormwood must have 4Mint me intd 
a sfxong paroxysm of risibility, had not tht 
gfaastly hue of the Dow'a cowtenanot 
d — ^ishly alaimed me; for I thought sbi 
was going to dief and although her join- 
ture would be a fkmous /windfail £br me, i 
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was hcy enongh to feel confoundedly 
sorry, and flew and opened a window, and 
then ran and took her in my arms ; and in 
this my freak of interest for my grand- 
mother^ Veijuice made his retreat good ; 
for you know he always absconds when 
Mckness or sorrow comes athwart him; 
and being left tete d tite with Guardy, 
ahe bnrst into tears.— What the duce da 
you cry too for, Rosa ?— So^ so, crying in 
syoipathy with grandam. Well, she burst 
Into teaiB : but, upon my hononr, not half 
so prettUy as Rosa has done. Faith, Rosa- 
bella, I do wish, firom the bottom of my 
beart, fhat your coffers were as well stored 
with treasures ais your mind. Well, but 
grandam's tears I see will drown you, 
nnlees I dry them speedily, as I did bers 
last night, for out she sobbed — 

** * Oh! Derville! if you do regard my 
life, aa by this affectionate interest for me 
Ibeliefve you do, teil me, on your truth, 
your hononr, is Charles in love with Rosa* 
beUa ?' 

^* * Is it Chailet, the proud !' I exclaim« 
ed ; < No, no, that I'U be guarantee for. 


HOSABSLLA« 201 

xny dear grandmother ; unleas the SpanisH 
imp proves her of the true Hidalgo/ 
. ** And so I ran on to comfort the poor 
30ul, whom at length I succeeded in com- 
posing; but a new Conference with that 
old grim mischief^ I suppose, awakened 
suspicion again ; for this morning she an?- 
;iounced to us all, with the tell-tale accom- 
paniment of stroking her eye^brow, 

" * That, as she lay some hours upon 
a sleepless pillqw last night» the welfare 
of her dear children was the theme of 
her anxious tt^ughts^ and she ha4 feit 
cpnvictjon, that, to make us appear with 
more eclat at the court of St James's, 
we onght all to be introdaced at the Irish 
court first ; and therefpre she had resolved 
to set out immediately to Dubh'n for that 
porpose.' 

" ♦ But/ demanded Meliora) ' how can 
we take Rosaaway before Antonia dies i* 

" * That we cannot/ replied the Dow, 
*b\it Mrs, OfDowd can bring her to us, 
when she sets out for Dublin, should: An- 
tonia have breathed her last by that time/ 
; ** My brother's pride, rising as an aux- 
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iliary ,to this project of her ladyship's, I in- 
stantly saw, c^erated as a cordial soporific 
to her fears ; but as he becatne more anx- 
ious for a speedy departure for DuMiiif 
that we migfbt be in time for the first 
drawing-room, my grandmother becsme 
less solicitous for the accomplishment of 
her project, from some twinges, I suppose^ 
of her former apprehensions for the safety 
of our tnorals in the World oSton. And so I 
took myself off> to visit you ; leaving the 
matter a moot point, whether former, or 
new fears, for the welfare of her grandsons, 
are to carry the day. I »ay, grandsons; 
•because when I asked her had she aöy 
commands for Myrtle's town, as I was 
setting out to see you, she looked as much 
aghast, as if I had proclaimed my intention 
of embarking for China, and said, -• she 
insisted upon my not Coming hither ;* and 
then when I declared, 1 would not set out 
for Dublin without giving Rosa a parting 
kiss, I thought she looked even more 
-dismayed, than when she thought Charles 
^va» ruined by your charms." 

•• Then, Lord Derville,'* exclaimed 


AOBABMXil« SOS 


JXmslj trettbling with aü tiife txmkSi of 
emotion his lordship's detail» faaci awttkened 
10 her bodom» ^^ theti^ you «amiot dine 
here ; not for ten thousand worlds vrMdkl 
I detain yoa a möment here, tb add >Cfod 
pang to tbe alarms of my benefactressjf 
for althoQgfa, thank Heaveni tfaey äre 
unfounded, yet, as Üiey have beoi in^ 
troduced into her bosom, it id our duty 
to remove them i^^thoot delay^ Go there« 
fore iflstantly back to Ravenslroöd, I im« 
plore you, Lord Derville. Show to yteir 
inestimable grandmodier, that ycm aie m$ 
anxious as your brother for your introduc«' 
tion at the Castle of Dublin ; and if you 
have one partick of that fraternal regard 
ibr me I trust you fed, use all your iiu 
fluence with my beloved Meliorä, to ^ive 
up the point of my accompariying her to 
England/' 

^^ Shall I teil her, you prefer the swett 
Society ofiered to you at CrÜ> Grove V^ 

^^ No/' said Rosa^ with aniiAMdd dig- 
öity. " I will not acoept any invitation 
from the sister of a man, who thinks so 
ill of me as Mr« iSternham does/' 
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" Then what will you do with yourself, 
for Heaven's sake ?" 

" I doubt not, the benevolence of my 
benefactreas will lead her to pay for my 
board with Mrs. Kilbride, during your 
absence." 

*/ üpon my honour ! " exclaimed Lord 
Derville, smiling» " I think Mr. Monson 
and myself ought to feel most particu^ 
larly flattered at your evident preference 
of an abode, with ' a waddling woman 
with a mulberry nose/ to the chance of 
becoming the spouse of either of us. But 
now really do you wish me not to dine 
with you?" 

" Absolutely. Every moment you re- 
main here is agonizing to me, in the 
confirmation it may yield to the suspi- 
cions, which have unfortunately been in* 
troduced into the bosom of my benefao 

tress.'* 

^* I willgo then» you inhospitable gipsy, 
if you answer me, upon your conscience, 
Would you so peremptorily drive Charles 
out of doors ?** 

«« On my solemn word : for surely, it would 
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not be less culpable my aiming to draw him 
into a ruinous attachment, than you, Lord 
Derville/' 

** Well then, one tiiing more, and I 
am off. Give me the parting kiss I came 
so far for" 

** As soon woald I give you my parting 
malediction/* 

" Well then,'* said Lord Derville, laugh-^ 
ing, as he arose to depart, ^^ although you 
will give me nothing that I ask for, I must 
ensure you a meeting benediction from my 
grandam, by reporting you to her; and 
must content myself with a fareweli pres« 
Äure of the band." 
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CHAPTER X, 

The momenjt Lord Derville departed» Ro^ 
labella Mi inte a.painflil traia of medi- 
tation upon having, altbough so innoceot«- 
ly, awakened the matemal alarms of her 
beloved b^nefactress ; nor could she» cha* 
ritably as she fek incliaed, restrain the 
accusatkxDs of her heart from forming 
themselves into an ixnpeachment of Mc« 
St^nham, as the demon who had con- 
jured up, what, she doubted not, \rere 
upon j:he part of Lord Derville and his 
brother as unsubstantial phantoms of alarm, 
as upon her own; since his unqualified 
attacks upon her prudence, his absolute 
avowal of his firm belief of her designs 
upon the heart of Mr. Monson, coudemned 
him; and in painful conjecture she was 
mazed, in striving to develope the motive 
of Mr. Sternham's cruelty ; since her con- 
science fuUy acquitted her of having given 
him even the shadow of offenoe. 


Bat at leogth the üoise o£ cfaiMmn playii^g 
on the Strand, prockitaiog 16w l^ater^ arous* 
ad her from h^ painftd cogitations ; and 
feeliüg^ £rom an acfaing head and heavy 
fa^att, that Doctor Westrop^s piiescription 
would nowpTote most salijtary to ber^ sbe 
tras led into a mental ddtMtte^ upon tfatt 
propriety of "Walking out alone, where slie 
was liable to encoünter the importunate 
and too interesting man, whom Mr« Stern* 
ham had delineated as Bö wortfaks» a men^ 
ber of Society; a portrak, which she now 
began to döubt the faitbfulneos of ; since 
in her own individui^ case he had evmced 
himself so capable of misapptfohension» at 
ieast, if not of wilfel misrepnesentation ; 
and this discredit, thrown by hmdeif iqKiil 
tho evidence of her prcfeeptor, iiatiiraUy 
weakened ber terrors of the stranger, 
and consequently her apprehensions of aif 
en passant encounterr At length, iü her 
conviction of the necessity she feit fbr 
air and exercise, to give her power to 
sustain all that aligbt lie before her, as 
the ordeal appointed by Heaven for her 
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to pass througb, she determmed tp sally 
forth and take her walk. 

Rosa, soon equipped for her pedestriitn 
task, ran down the stepa to the 9tranil; 
and ere her light foot-falls cquld vsx^ke 
their slight Impression on the sands, to 
her utter ^imazement she heheld the foi:^ 
midable sharper,; rapidly advancing to- 
wards her . with the identical Mr. Trencb, 
so distinguished by Doctor Westrop's and 
Rosa's own eulogium. 

The first Impulse of our timid heroine 
was, to retreat into the house,; but this 
a second intuitive feeling whisp^red would 
seem like puerile affectatipn, and be ]r- 
reverent to the estimable and venerable 
friend of her dear bishop j whom, altfaough 
she numbered not in her acquaintancei 
she perfectly knew by sight» as well as 
fame ; and with glowing cheeks and bound- 
ing heart, she reluctantly proceeded to- 
wards these gentlemen, as her intended 
promenade directjed. 

A bow froni the stranger Rosabella was 
prepared to reeeive j but the salutation 
of Mr. Trench was wholly unexpected. 
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and overwhelmed her with surprise ; when 
courteously taking off his hat, as he ap^ 
proached her, he dius said : 

** Miss Fredeiick, will you.forgive an 
old man's presumption in thus introducing 
.faimself to you, whom I hare long kndwn 
by fame, and as long I have panted fi>r an 
introduction' to the youthful almoner of 
pity. And . as this opportunity has . so 
kindly presented itself, you will pardon, 
I trust, my not having found power to re* 
sist its temptation, to anticipate the good 
Offices of your admiring friend^ Doctor 
Westrop, who promised to obtain for my 
family the pleasure of your acqaaintanoe«V 

Rosabella, although ;mth thie itremulom 
emotions of extreme timidity : on addresifir 
ing a stranger, yet acquttted herseif Wiili 
inefiable sweetness, in her grateful rer 
.ceptiön of Mr, Trench's flattering self-ia^ 
troduction. 's 

" Thank you, most amiable young i^y, 
for this kind forgiveness of a liberty^ so 
incompatibie with the rules of eüquette^-* 
returned Mr. Trench smiling, as a tear 
4)f paternal anguish trembled iu his eyes ; 


mnd BS he pressed ber band irith tremuloi» 
Agitation at the contact; fbr his dteeply 
lamented only child had been^ tbougfa 
imkiidwii to her, ihe long attadied lover 
-of fiosabeüa» 

^ This gentleman/^ continued Mt. 
Tredbhy resuming the arm of the ^stranger, 
and tuming to walk with Rosa;*^^' this 
genttebian^ Mn E^^remont, the most ei- 
iRNttned (because I ccüsider faiin the mest 
«Btim^ble) p£ my joäng fcieiidB» I find 
j^oor »ctiv6 behevolenoe hm ratreduMd 
to you alnady; asd accident iiever yet 
presented ü pair to each odier, so mu- 
findly tnenkiiKg each otfaer'ft eäteem:'^ 
md as such is liie case^ you eaa neither 
fedi cause for regret on findk^ you are 
likely often to ineet at the house of Cap- 
tin atid Mrs. Gore, who are etpected 
ta arrive at Myrtle'ft Lodge to-morrow; 
and on the day after, I trust your Jriend- 
9ihip with theäi wiU commence." 

Mr« Egremont, with a gracefuil bow, 
protumncedhimself inost happy9tha;ty even 
throi^h his own individual sufFering, his 
long panted for intröduction to Miss Fre- 


nleriek hftd been accomplislied» ^ idat»^ 
he continued» with a stnile as sweet aB 
Roga's owiiy ^* büt istili more happy anv 
{, 4n boving it protr^ to Miss FieA^ck^ 
t)y such an ineontroveriibly Mspecftable 
^ithen «tt Mit. Tretieh^ that I am not 
4itiwofthy of daimiDg !äie k^noiB^ of h«lr 

^ And, «0 prote yöu iiotnider me itiOM» 
titn^rtibly tei^ectab^^ mM. M^. Ti^ikA 
Mtilitig, ''^ will y^a aCdompaiiy me^ Miak 
l^^derick» m an ^:iteildedMii^ od th^ 
«dsids» ere ^r^üHmt «Dd I «usgoom toüUt 
beef-steak, which w^ have «wlidt^d eariy 
iqion my iaecoänt; as I «'^ttfrn to my i^c- 
tory this eveniHg, whüst My fiiöAd teUläiw 
in possessicm of the Lodge, ^wkere ht h 
come to fi^nd some time with Gore, 
whose eartiest and dearest friend he is/ ' 

Rosa f^elt, tfaat not complying with iAr^ 
Trench's request would äppear fastidious j 
die therefore proceeded with htm oti an 
extended promenade ; but she blui^ed on 
hearing Mr. Egremont was to remain at 
Myrtle^s TowB» and promptly d&tendiued 
tfaat nothing shonid tempt het^ out to wi^k^ 


tintil she knew Mrs« Gore waa aetüally ar- 
i;)ved at the Lodge. 

: : ; . FoT more th^n an hour our heroine con- 
tiabed her prom^iade with her two new 
t<SQinpanioQs ^ who so beguiled time for 
.her, by the cbarma of their conversation, 
iik$t, with amazement dhe r^ceived the 
summons of Mrs. Kilbride, to retum to 
diroen.. Hör «Qüiriea .expressed their sur- 
fvm.^l .this üa^ ^ght of tim?, tvhich she 
üglt IQ sijieiiqe } they attend^d her to her 
door^ ,b$Kleji6r adieu with evident regret; 
and. Bo9it. re*entered t^e hou^e» charmed 
to entbiiMtem by both^ 

Our ppor beroine's thou^t^ had ioQ 
mtiny thi^m^Si ibr the languor q£ ennui t# 
steal over their action ; and she arose the 
^ubsQqueot modrning to contemplate still 
these subjeet^ of hopes and fears» of pain 
ßüd pleasure ) hut,/ere she qoi:n)>leted her 
first meal pf the day, sfli enpress frqm 
Jtavenswopd; b^o^bt . her the foUowing 
Jetter r— * •.,,.(•' 

.X /'i !Wiht4i will niy -dearl j \«ved • BfiHt, aay, 
>v!l!l#n d»}ie finds I,. «pa; »beici^itejy . goipg to 
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Dublin without her i — But grandmama 
wills it thus disagreeably, and sa^ySf < 16 
would be impossible to wait the: indefinite 
time of ycmr necessary sojourn at Myrti;d'& 
Toyvtii without defeating thef<pu!FposB. skcl 
fakes :this fligfat to the metropt^< f6r;fr 
so suddenly determined upolri^^rto': 6om<^ 
mence this very day at nobn, rtUaf oui* 
abigails have been up the greatec 'pari 
of the night, packing our wardrobes. ' 

** This rapidity of flight was ncft^^arv 
ranged until afler : the departure of Der«. 
ville for Myrtle's Town, or he cöüldhave 
told you'it was fixed for to-day, äs well 
as he imparted the cause of our visiting 
Dublin ; ' and then I should have had no- 
thing to impede my expressing how sin- 
cerely I regret our leaving you, my be- 
loved, own dear Rosa behind, and in so 
unpleasant a Situation ; but now, business 
must tili up the few lines time permits my 
writing. 

*^ Should that lingering Antonia's last ^ 
sand be run, ere Mrs. O'Dowd— who will 
wxite to inform you when the day of her 
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departure is fixed — ^sets out to joinus in 
DubliD, y oa are to acGoanpany her» tfae 
boney ! ^ imless,' grandmama says, ^ the 
intelligence conv^ed in Antonia's con« 
fessiona abould prove unpleaBant cönmu- 
liicadoBs/ \rliich ma^ H^ven. avert! 
^and tben,f how provokatig ahe is grown, — 
*: and then, she would i ecommeiid yoo to 
O0n|inii» on the same tenas you now are 
with Mvs. Käbride, until Mr* Steraham, 
who Jbas dedared odTtfae party to England, 
goes' down to MyrÜe's Town^ to escort 
yott (tö Pqppin Grove^ wliither you are 
niost kindiy invited by bis sister to remain 
^fudiiig our absence ;'' --^ ^ to abide the 
hourly shot of angry eyes,^ wbkb, it you 
▼oluntorily eneounter, I shall have no pi^ 
for you. 

** The messenger ia now mountedt Ihear, 
ta set out with this epistle^ in which I have 
to enclosa you fifty pounds from grandn 
mama, to supply your present demands; 
and to deiray the expense of Antonia's 
liuieral, which I hope may sooa take place; 
and that nothiog may intervene to prevent 
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your theo immßdis^tely flying ta tbe arms 
of my own dear Rosa's 
AjOTectionate and unalterable friend» 

'* I bad almost forgotten tQ say, O'X'W« 
eher has directions to supply you» qq d^«*^ 
mand,, witb whatever cash you moy re^uii^ 
further. ' 

** Charles hida me teil you, * however 
he may seem to dtsregard you» that» qho^d: 
yott ever veqnwe bis protection, the» ywt 
ab^ll prpve hm true a &iend be ean be/ 

«• Qn^jfT tbi»k of wy w»»pering tbrQi^gb 
9€r ijtt»»y Uws witi^wt möotiömpgi t^wd 
Moötelbertj b^t alas! buwA^as ha* toro 
bim from me to I^wdon,, Je&vi^g ipjy cmly; 
Qojok$olatiw^ tbe hppe of sopn, meest«^ hiok 
there. Oijce laore» my deafT R^^aa^ ihd^ 
affectiQoate f^eweU of 

M. M. . 

<^ Ho^ Singular, Rosa, that I sball oot. 
bave occasion to cbange my initisds, wben: 
I becoine Lady j^loutalbert y but tbcün, as 
now, sbaH be your $4öcere 
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As poor Rosabella read tbe last con^ 
cluding Signatare, her swelling tears burst 
into an overflow ; for riow she feit as if 
every tie she had known upon earth was 
wrested frotn her at one direful stroke: 
her benefaqtress, — ^her Meliora, Charles, 
all, mll, gone, without even an adieu ; se- 
parated a fearful distance from her ; and, 
älas ! all gone ibr the purpose of Separation 
irom her, who would freely yield her life 
fer the preservation of their happiness. 
The bänk note Struck painfully on her 
heart ; for it seemed as some fatal in Stru- 
men t of di Vision from those, who had wion 
her early afFection, and were all the world 
to her ; whilst the message fronn Charles 
älarmed her with the fear of the suspicions 
of bis grandmother not being wholly un- 
founded; and the postscript, relative to 
Mr. O^Lurcher, seemed to teil, that their 
Separation was indeed decreed to prove 
a lonrg one« 

" And shall I, shall I," she mentally 
exclaimed, clasping her hands in anguish, 
and pacing her little parlour in all the 
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agony of keenly woimded feeling, " Shall 
I be dooraed, in whatsoever afflietion the 
confession of Antonia may subdue me with, 
to bear all ^itbout one sympatbizing friend 
to Support and console me ? To behold» 
for the first time, the awfiil scene of deatb f 
to leärn, even in that dreadful moment, 
the cruelties of a monster who bereaved ray 
wretched. motber of life: and in such 
scenes» in such af&ictions, sball no arm 
be near to snatch me to a sheltering 
home ? Oh, my benefactress ! my beloyed 
benefactress ! had not your kiudnessjbeen 
showered abundantly upon me from the 
hour you first tooTt me to your protecting 
bbsom, I should.not, no, I should not, 
so deeply feel this cruel dereliction. 

From her agony of grief Rosa was. at 
length aroused by the entrance of Betty 
with a newspaper, which.she d^livered, 
*' with Mr. Egremont's complimerits." 

- " Ah ! then, Miss, are not you ashamed 
of yourself to be raining your eyes after 
this fashion?" exclaim^d Betty, angrily. 
** Was I in your place, more grief to me^ 
if rd be making a hugahow of myself, for 
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theabsence öf snyof themj fdrtnyself thinka 
it was ajniightj kind tihiDg of tb^cn all to go 
-piiacing to Dublin without you» as Fat 
CarroU told me when he brooght the 
letter : ' so how» Miss Rosa desur, be drying 
your eyes^ and iura thetn upon this news- 
paper, ivhicb that noble looking yoang 
genüeman, our minister painted out as 
a rapparee, brought ; and myself not know* 
ing bot 'twas true for the ould Grab, when 
my gentleman knocked at the door just 
now, I all bat clapt it in bis face/* 

" You did not, Betty, I hope," said 
Bosa^ cölouring. 

^^ I did, Miss ; and what's mofe, when 
he began to thank me so courteously 
for my kindness to him when he feil, I 
bid hhn hold his pilaver; upon which, 
tfainking me mad I suppose, he drew back 
a little, with a mighty proud survey of 
me ; and desired me to delirer that paper 
to you, • with Mn Egreaiont's compliments, 
^o would call for it in two hours^ to learn 
it bis Services could in any way be aseful to 
you :» when, Miss, what did mysdf do, 
*«"t snapped his iK>se off, aod bid him 
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have doue with his humbugs; ^ for Sir/ 
says I, ^ it is ourselves that know yoxx are 
HO better than a sharper; fbr my lady's 
chaplain has fatbomed allyour sly prank«/' 

Rosa with difficulty could restram her 
tears at such savage rucileness beang the 
return to Mr. Egremont's poUtessCy and 
Betty coatinuedi 

•' * What!' he exclaimed, going mad with 
the (^ defamer-^' did Mr. Sternham dare 
to represent me to Miss Frederick as such 
a miscrean.t? But/ continued he, with a 
aweet smile of quickly recovered good hu- 
mour-^^ Mr. Trench has removed these 
false impressions of me ; therefore, Mrs. 
Betty, you may venture, to take the news- 
paper to Miss Frederick, to whom I am 
commissioned to deliver a message from 
Mr. Trench.* 

<< So, Miss Rosa dear, being staggering 
in opinion, I ran in straight to you with 
his message ; and good lock to you, jewel ! 
toll me, is it true for him all he has been 
saying ?" 

** Perfectly," replied Rosa. 

« Why then 'tis ashamed of hiittself 

L 2 
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Mr. Sternham ought to be,'* exclairaed 
Betty, indignantly, *' to be leading me^ 
astray in this scandalous^ fashion. But sure^ 
Miss, you will let Mr. Egretnont in, if 
it was for nothing but civility to that saint 
Mr. Trench, and spite to ould Worm- 
wood/' 

" Indeed," said Rosa, " I know not 
what to do, It will, I am conscious, prove 
a serious deviation from propriety admit- 
ting this man, when I am not under the 
protection of any one here ; yet, not to 
receive the ambassador of Mr. Trench, 
wpuld evince so much disrespect to that 
most amiable man, that — ** 

" That's what it would,*' exclaimed 
Betty, eagerly interrupting Rosa; ** the 
highest of disrespect to a man who is Hea* 
ven*s own minister here upon earth ; 
making good men better and sinners 
good. And why would'nt you be letting 
Mr. Egremont in for his sake, dear, since 
I'U engage now he*U treat you for all 
the World as if 'twas our venerable queen 
he had in it ?" 

** I think,'' replied Rosa, «1 will be 


ROSABELLA. 221 

in Antonia s room, when we may begin to 
expect his promised call, that you may 
teil him I am witli the sick person, who 
occasions my being herci but that you 
doubt not she can spare rae for five mi- 
nutes to learn the message he so kindly 
brings me from Mr. Trench ; and thus, 
Betty, you can intimate to him a limit for 
liis siay*** 

** That will be mighty clever, jewel! and 
1*11 be bail now he'fl be taking the hiht/' 
Betty replied, with an arch smile« 

At length, Mr. Egremont was announ- 
ced by Betty; and the timid Rosa, appre- 
hensive o£ the irapropriety of admitting 
bim, proceeded with fear and trembling to 
her little parlour, to receive him who met 
her with all that profound homage of re- 
spectwhich Betty hadpredicted, ^^thanked 
her for her goodness in honouring him with 
an audience, after having been so pre- 
judiced against him, even although It 
was only as the delegate of Mr. Trench j 
who had sent a request by him, that she 
Avould have the goodness to accept some 
fruit, which would be daily sent for her 
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invalide from a friend of Mr. Trench*s, 
whose gardener had received directions to 
that porpose." 

' Out blushing heroine gracefully spoke 
her adcnowledgments for this kindness; 
nor coald the polite attentions of Mr. 
Egremont himself &ü ,of drawing forth 
the respondence of urfoanitj, wbich led 
her, although unM^illingly, to ask him to 
be sieated, when to her infinite chagrin, 
he instantly complied ; and to her further 
embarrassmenty she peafceived bis inten- 
4;ion of departing fartiier and farther 
irom bis thoughts as momentft passed 
-away ; notwitbständing her £req(ueiitly re- 
neftnag to the invalide under her care» 
'' wbom the caprice of sickness rendered 
miserable if she remained more than a 
Jew moments absent."' 

But this appeal to the humanity of her 
visitor operating with no saccess, Rosa 
endeavoured as ineffectually to awaken 
alarm for himself, by predicting rain at 
least a dozen times ; and with as little 
efficacy as frequently reverted to the 
momentarily expected arrival of Captain 
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and Mrs. Gore^ conceiving the detnandB 
of friendship oij^ht t» summoh him away ; 
but ali was disregard^d, sioce £|gremont 
remained a detertnined fixture far fiiil two 
bours. Hk conversaibion, so fascinating in 
its varietj, evincing a hapj^y blending of 
intellect, profound information^ perfect 
knowledge of not only men and mannersy 
iMit of all the countrietB of Europe» that 
Rosa would have been enchanted by the 
magic of fa& captivating powers, had not 
her conviction of the impropriety of auch 
et long protracted tite^d-tHe haunted her 
Imagination to counteract the spdl. 

In tbe aoudl proportion which timidity 
allowed our beroine to bear in thia con- 
versation she ventured to inquire, ^* if 
Mrs. Gore was an amiable and pleasing 
woman ?** 

" I can give no opinion of my own^'' he 
repliedy ^^ as I am yet a stracger to Mrs. 
Gore; but from Mr. Trench's account 
of her, I may prooounee her neither. 
Gore, faacinated by her transcendent 
beauty, unfortunately thought not of 
those qualifications that only could in- 
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«ure his connubial happiness: whilst she^ 
afibcting to despise that which had cap* 
tivated him, chooses to present herseif tb 
the World as a woman whdse intellect 
far out*soars her beauty ; but in this un- 
lücky pretension she only commits herseif 
iis an absurd self-deluder« In her showy 
accomplishinents she has evinced talent, 
itaving arrived in them to .a height of 
excellence, which few but professors ever 
toil to attain^ havirig d^TOted every hour 
of her husband's- : jprofesabnal absenee to 
their improvement. Arid even now, in her 
mania for supier- excellence in these at- 
tractive pursuits, she withdraws herseif 
-almost totally from thie sdciety of poor 
Goite, whose soul is perfectly attuned to 
ddmestic enjoyment; and who, finding 
himself so grievously disappointed in the 
rationality of the connubial companion he 
selected, visited St. Leonardas rectory a 
short time since, to consult his uncle upon 
the best means to adopt for luring her 
from this absorption in minor acquire- 
ments, to those studies which may yield 
her some pretence to the assumption of 


JIOSABELLÄ. 225 

the intellectual tieasures she affects, and 
alJow her poor husband more of her So- 
ciety. 

•* The purchase of Myrtle Lodge,** con- 
tinued Egremont, ^^ was the consequence 
of Mr. Trench's advice, who believes no- 
thing so likely to subdue this mania for 
the destruction of domestic comfort as 
the shade of retirement; where that in- 
censei which feeds the flame of her ruling 
passioD, must be extinguished by the ab- 
sence of admirätion fron) the adulating 
multitude, for which Mrs. Gore has so 
indefatigably toiled ; and the plea for the 
purchase of this marine cottage being the 
health of their only x:hild, she has not 
ventured to deraur.'^ 

' At length, the intruding effluvia of cu- 
linary preparations from the approximate 
kitchen intiraated to Mr. Egremont, that 
the moment of inevitable departure was 
absoluteiy arrived; and with lingering, 
visible reluctance he arose to go» and as 
he did so said : 

'• Under the auspices of Mrs. Gore's 
presence, I trust, I may not in future 

\ 5 
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prove so embarrassing, and consequently, 
I fear, ufipleasant a coitipanioiv as th« 
ardessness of Miss Frederick betrayed her 
having this day found me }'* and, wifh a 
mournful smile, expressive of more than 
Common regret, he bade farewell to Bo- 
sabella. 

The moment Betty had ushered Mr. 
Egremont to the causeway, sbe entered 
the parlour with a basket of choice fruit, 
•whieh had just arrived ** with Mr. Trench's 
compliments.** 

" And if it was not luck that sent this 
elegant ffuit, jewel, I wonder what is 
luck !" said Betty, " since sorrow morsel 
eise, Mrs. Kilbride says, will you have 
for your dinner dear, in regard to Mr. 
Egremont — the sojourner! overdoing the 
whole tote. The chicken he boiled to 
rags, and the soles he fried the life out 
of ; so that Mrs. Kilbride at last was forced 
to bring the frying-pan to the key-hole, 
just cutely to give him the sense to go.*' 

•* Indeed,** said Rosabella, blusljiing, 
"he staid a great deal too long, which 
I wonder very much at bis doing, Betty, 
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and although possessing a more than com- 
mon portion of good sense^ it was mere 
piain sense } yet ofthat acute and decisivc 
cast most useful in bis profession, and 
as a fund for the demands of life« His 
heart, attuned to all the social virtues^ 
found no cloud to their indulgence from 
unpropitious fortune, since an ample pa<- 
ternal inheritance, and gr^t success in the 
most honourable pursuit of his profession, 
enabled him unhesitatingly to extend hts 
band, "' open as day, to- melting charity j*' 
and to yield the smile of welcome to all 
wbo merited reception at his hospitable 
board. 

The benevolence of Captain Gore's 
heart would at once have taugbt him, to 
feel interest for Rosabella in her prcs^rit 
insulated Situation, had- no other cause 
awakcned that Sensation ; änd Mrs. Gore, 
having heard Mr. Trench, at whose house 
she slept on her journey to Myrtle's Town, 
speak of Miss Frederick as a woman of 
surpassing intellect, had prepared herseif 
to find in her a kindred soul : but not 
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exactly in kindred sympathy she found 
their attire and manners j for in the one, 
although Rosabella's garb presented no 
one thing indicative bf affluence, yet all 
combined, strnck as the perfection of neat- 
tiess and good taste: while in the other, 
there was every charm to please and to 
alliire ; and from this obvious dissimilitudi^ 
Mrs. Gore mentally pronounced, that our 
Heroine could not in possibility be so pro- 
found in erudition as herseif. 

After the meeting civilities of this small 
party had terminated, Mrs. Gore afibctedly 
exciaimed : 

" What a lowering day ! You know one 
must condescend to canvass the weather 
lipon first introduction, — since one cannot 
go dash at once into the discussiott of 
literature; it would seem so affected;— 
such a display ! And yet, what a sacrifice 
of time when descending to any other sub* 
ject r 

" Are you weather-wise, Miss Frede- 
rick ?*' demanded Captain Gore eagerly, 
whilst a transient glow passed over his 
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intelligent countenance,— " for, as Mrs. 
Gore announces ömt impelled topic, pray 
let US promptly cnter upon it, that I may 
alarm you into taking shelter in a safer 
port thafi' this exposed dwelling, which, 
from its insubstantial formatkm, must rock 
alarmingly in a gale. I hope you are trem«> 
Wingly alive to every fear in a storm, that 
I may terrify you by niy prognostics into 
shifting your Station to Myrtle Lodge, 
which must prove a more comfortable ha* 
bitation for you ; yet still will be suffi- 
ciently near, to idmit of your easily visiting 
this sick woman you are so humanely at- 
tending.** 

Rosa made her grateful acknowledg- 
ments, with her excuses for not complying 
with so very kind an invitation ; since the 
apothecary had but just informed her, ** he 
feared the last moments of the poor in- 
valide were rapidly approaching/* 

*• That is the very reason," said Egre- 
mont anxiously, " that you should re- 
move from a scene so distressing to your 
feeling heart." 

" Oh, no/' she replied, ** I must not 
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go« There are arbitrary reasons, Mr» 
Egremont, to command my stay/' 

*' But do not attend to them, I im- 
portune you, Miss Frederick,'^ said Mrs« 
Gore; ** for it will be füll as. benevolent 
in you to come and beguile my time for 
xne at that uninteresting» unclassically 
erected Lodge, before the arrival of my 
library, and mathematical, and astrono- 
mical, and musical instrumeuts; when I 
shall be so grateful to you for your aid 
in unpacking all — ^for I always attend to 
those important matters myself ; and then 
we shall be such enchantingly appropriate 
companionsi discussing science and lite- 
xature, whilst arranging my precious 
Stores." 

** My dear Honour/* said Captain Gore, 
" cease to importune Miss Frederick upon 
the subject. You see it distresses her to 
refuse almost as muc!i as it would to 
comply." 

^ " Honour!'* exclaimed Mrs. Gore, 
shuddering. " How you do annoy rac, 
Ilorace, wilh that odious name ! You, 
who were fortunate in a classical Sponsor, 
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ought to oommiserate nie, and not appal 
me with so tarne and illiterate an appella- 
tion.*' 

Captain pore, with a bright suifusion 
of cheeks, staited from his seat to tbe 
window, declaring, ** there was so sudden 
. a «well at sea, he augured a coming storm ; 
and as he thought there was heavy rain 
approaching, they had better steer their 
course homeward ; and on the morrow^ 
when more 'auspicious weatber might'be 
faoped for, he trusted Miss Frederick would 
make arrangements for the care of the 
invalide, which might enable her, withoüt 
pain to her compassionate heart, to give 
them the pleasure of her Company at 
dinner, when he should have the gra- 
tification of intVodiicing his child. to her/' 

** La, Horace !*' Mrs. Gore exclaimed, 
** Miss Frederick, I doubt not, would ra- 
ther be excused from such an unprofitable 
introduction. Single women of great Ji- 
terary acquirements never patronize brats. 
They will not spare that time from their 
pursuits, which, alas ! we mothers must 
tbrough duty contrive to sacrifice. 
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Her husband heaved an audible sigh 
from the centre of bis heart^and Rosabdla, 
distressed beyond measure, scarcely knew 
what reply to make, tbat iii^bt not seem 
to censure Mrs. Gore ; whilst not to an- 
Bwer must appear, she fearcd, at once 
the arrogant assumption of all tbis ab» 
sord woman and unnatiiral parent hod 
ascribed to ber; and after a momientary 
hesitation» sbe said: 

•* Fortunately for a strong propenaity of 
snine, I posaeas no literary acquirements to 
impede my patronage of children, wbom» 
if engaging ones, I ever feel a spirit of 
juvenility arising within me, tbat per- 
snades me at once I am a suitable play- 
mate for«'* 

*« Ab, well/* said Mrs, Gore smiling, 
as sbe arose to depart» . ^ I will sofier 
your sportive sallies with Nelson until 
tbe arrival of my treasures ; but now, dear 
Miss Frederick^ as this threatening bus- 
band of mine is burring me away on the 
wings of bis hurried predictions, I must 
not postpone importuning for a cbeering 
promise from you of dining' with us to* 
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morrow; and also, for your Coming to 
US the moment this good woman departs 
for Eiysium. I shall have a welKatred 
bed in a cheerful Chamber ready for you 
at a moment's osotice ; and a sincere irel« 
come I trurt you feel assured of.** 

Captain Gore caugbt bis wife's band» 
and drew it with a texkler pressure to reat 
upön bis arm^ as Rosabella niade bor ac* 
knowledgments witb tbe most animated 
gratitade for tbeir klndo^gs. 

** My panting wisb to bave you beneath 
tbe same roof witb me" said Egremont, 
iingering a moment afler bis coEmpanions» 
^* makes me almost inbuman — if longing 
for tbe reiease from su£fering of tbe poor 
woman, wbo so confines and interests you^ 
is inhumanity/' 

«< I fear/^ repKed Rosabella, brigbtly 
bhföbing at tbe import of deep interest 
this speecb betrayed ; ^* I fear ber last 
sand isrunning down, and tberefore, I 
also fear, I did very wrong in promising 
to dine wiüi Captain and Mrs. Gore to« 
morrow." 
^* No," said Egremont, in a voice softr 
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ening to the most thrilling tenderness. 
•* You did not do wrong ; you never mean 
to do wrong, Miss Frederick; and to- 
morrow, should your invalide become worse 
«— should you find any reason for the re- 
traction of your promise, impart all your 
wishes to me, who will call here in the 
morning for that purpose ; and will con* 
vey them faithfully to Gore, who will, 
I know, comply with them in whatsoever 
manner is mosl conducive to your com« 
fort/' 

" Oh, how goöd, how very good you are 
to mel" Said Rosa, in a tone melted by 
gratitude. 

Egremont, through a resistless Impulse, 
caught her hand and pressed it with ier- 
vour, yet with profound homage to his 
lips ; when Rosa hastily and gravely with- 
drew it from his grasp, and rapidly wishing 
him good morning retreated from his ar- 
dent gaze, and stationed herseif by tbe 
pillow of Autonia, Meiose final scene Mr. 
Parrell believed was drawing near ; and 
in this her anxious vigil, Rosa strenuoudy 
endeavoured to call up all the forces Of her 
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tnind in readiness, to sustain her through 
the approaching awful conflict ; yet everi 
in this State of solemn expectation, still 
she found her truant thoughts would often 
stray to a wandering question, of " why, 
Mr. Egremont should wish her beneath 
the same roof with him ? why he ex* 
pressed such interest for her? why his 
voice had assumed such melting tones 
in his last address to her? and why ht 
had snatched her hand as if he could not 
help it V' 

The gale, which Captain Gore had pre- 
dicted, came on with rapidity ; and ere 
the dinner hour of Rosa, had arisen tö 
violence which shook the Windows of the 
house with fury, and made the unsub- 
stantial fabric rock to the mournful howl 
of.its whistling vehemence } inspiring the 
dying Antonia with such evident terror, 
that our compassionate heroine feit it 
would be cruelty to leave her, to go to 
her'repast, and therefore made a hasty 
and comfortless meal in one corner of the 
Chamber. 

Shortly after the almost nominal dinner 
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of our heroine, F«ther O'FUnagan called 
to comfort the occupj«ts of bis brother's 
rocking hobby, by positiv« assurancc of 
the safety of their dwelling, « tbe yi- 
bntioB of whkh wa» guarantee for its 
perfect ardütecture ; for that bis bro- 
ther, the most ingenious artificer m the 
whole proviace, pcided hinaself ob the pian 
of that row of housea, ewery atone of 
which he had helped to pUe." 

** But although the c<MMola(tioB of 
Father O'Flanagan operated m lulling 
the terrora of Rosabdla and her compa- 
nions, it was unknown at Myrtle Lodge ; 
and in all the alarm and interest awakened 
foT OUT heroine in h^^ dai^erous situatioo, 
Captain Gore and bis frioid arrived about 
seven o'clock, to remove the inbabitants to 
the Lodge, if appearances should call for 
such a measure. 

It was some time ere the howHog <^ 
the storm permitted their loud knock» 
to be heard in the apartment of Antooia } 
^* ^*»en tbey were so, and that Mrs. 
Kübride descended in trepidation, and 
discovered wbo the intmdera wer«, and 
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learned tbe motive of their Coming, with^ 
out the impediment of ceremony she 
ushered them at once to the dyiiig wo^ 
man's Chamber« 

^ Whieh is all the chance yez have in 
life, gentlemen,'' she said, '< tp be seeing 
that Saint, Miss Rosyj for there herseif 
is stuck like the sweet garland by the 
grave ; having promiaed never at all at all, 
to be leaving her ould kidnapper, until 
the breath will be defunct in her/' 

BosabeUa, although individually grati« 
fied by the kind interest evinced by this 
Visit, yet experienced extreme alarm for 
its efiect upon Antonia; bat the dying 
penitent dozed on unconscious of their 
presence, who considerately lowered their 
voices to the tones of cautious whispers. 

But tbe awful scene of the Chamber 
of expected death — its solemn stillness, 
only interrupted by the mournful mur- 
murs of the ungoyeraable wind, the fu^ 
rious roaring of the raging billows, — the 
white foam of which, with the beating 
rain, washed and shook the Windows of 
the room through which the pale blue 
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lightning flashed, as the harbinger of tre- 
mendous peals of thunder,— irapressed both 
gentlemen witb such sympathy for tbe 
feelings of the gentle Rosa, that eamestly 
they implored her *' instantly to quit the 
premises, and allow tbem to have Antonia 
carefuUy removed to some safe contiguous 

dwelling." 

But to this pröposition of comfort Ro- 
sabella was compelled to utter a firm, 
although grateful negative, since Mr. Far- 
rell had positively forbidden such a mea- 
sure; even pronouncing, when she sug- 
gested the idea fo hini, " such a measure 
deliberate murder, through the instant 
death such an attempt would eifect/' But 
to lull their apprehensions for her safety, 
she recapitulated for them all the positive 
assurances of security Father O'Flanagan 
had consoled them with. 

" The reverend Father ought certainly 
to be acquainted with the security of his 
brother's architecture," said Captain Gore; 
** but still, I cannot be satisfied at your 
remaining in such a scene of peril, as 
this apparently presents; and altbough 
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this worthy pKasitor. affirmsy ^ the sea in 
the most trem^ndous tempests« Myrtle's 
Town has b^^en visited by, smce the erec-. 
tion of thiä, fkWc,; has never.doäe morfe 
tban overfioWad tbe eauseway ;' I oannofi 
subscribe tp; bis opinion of ^sSety i fot. 
since the äpräy washies - the Windows oi 
this Chamber now, you must inevitably 
expect the more tremendous Visits of the 
foaming billöws themselves, at high water, 
— ^four in the morning— an awfui hour of 
helplessness !'' 

" Rosa, — Miss Frederick !'* exclaimed 
!Elgrenront, in a tone of agonized alaroif 
^^ you must not, shall not remain bere, 
exposed to such tremendous peril; even 
the inspirations of duty must lose their 
power at the imperiöus cpmmand of sd£- 
preservation.'* 

^' Perhaps, ere the period of threatenirig 
peril arrives/' said Rosabella blüshing, as 
she smiled her gratitude for such flattering 
interest in her fate, *^ Antonia. may hw^: 
hreathed her last; and then» believe me»' 
I shall be most anxious to seek the asylitiii, 
sp kindly offered to ine." ;. ' . 

VOL. I. M 
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C^sptabi Gorey wbo, M^ Ms ätiitiety to 
dbiidrtre tbe eotifäe «f thi»: ättive stottäi 
kMi bedii gtting eafg^rly i^tdngh a ^n- 
dttr^r^ trh^t kk friend sb«^ oui^ h^roine^ 
Itüä beto dpi^^itfg, ^er(^ivlfljg s6Mi^ 

iibatiemeift of ttfe elä^Bfildtitäl vtble&cev fe- 
l{|ifMtcid to gö' up to tbfi§ attioV %l]«f#d 

«ifirUiü (Ar^fratioYMs. AccWdini^y he did 

to, «kI retorned witK' the cheeli^il^ in-^ 

formatioD, ^^ that all was tfäif^iiJttlSM^'' 

^^ fitEt stiR We #ill reffiali# h^« ufiftil 

Egfeuont eagtely. 

Tkey did reiiMio, änd mifiüt«r «fttf 
flifinite appMred to add prtAfäbäxty to 
tike augui7 ^ Captflt» GMvre ; iittce eiüeh 
gust of wind seemed to exhaüst tbe power 
öf ite sQcöeätor ;p die spfray deereasöd in 
ite assautts^ ifte tfaündev beeame more 
diflliant^. tfce lightAii^ les» akvliiiAg, and 
**' boom oeased to* announee ivself the 
^^f^e of iüseem^ity j and frwtf tbk an- 
spicioDB chtaige, the female^ of thid air- 
built structure ac^uJnn^ iMre eouMge, 
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Mri. Kilbride ieinmed her recoUectidt} 
of tbe pärt she loüg Häd pläyed dfhösiedi; 
descendöd to the kitchen!, and moü re- 
turned ^ith a traj Öf tfaät refreshing beve- 
rage— tea:_ 

" Biit Mrt. Kilbrrde/' m& E^hthoüi; 
sfif He iH^itä täKing tea ffö^ her, '' äftli'öi/gV 
öüt pte^rH appteheösiötid' seem t^ pro- 
iMse afi äuspicioiu^ ti^nfiriisitroil ^ yei; iti 
cW6 öf fötifre pfeHl, 1 trüst /öu at^ 
proVided Wrtfa pfoiäpt meänij of kscii^k 
throügh the re2tr of thi» siArikiHg buSld- 

" Sürö fibrtow rear the building ha*; 
yötrr büftptür,'* she replied. ^ 

" Why siirely, as the hous^ has a fi-orit, 
it mtÄi ha^ö a btfti,'* säld Gore. 

" Faith; sind yötf may say that, ^ir i 
but ^herfe's the use th^re is in the liuö- 
biig,^ ^'heii 'tis all the World Kke the bact 
of U pfi^bn; äffordhig; no meaiifs for escräpe. 
And \rtiy v^öüld it, yoiit hohoüir ? for did! 
not O'TTäÄäg^in ereet; thfesB linfrt^^^ wfd-' 
oiit so niucH äd öhkt renYetiib'(irhij^ fhö 
gardens he lAarRed out to bei Iravfn^ foif 
them ^ere auotixä: tiaan's prop'erl^ f dhSt 
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that he must be after buying the«, bqfore 
they would be bis own? Well, your ho- 
nours, as bis kick wouljd hajYe^it, the owner 
was a crab, and an; omW. negur to boot; 
who, the moment ever she seen the tini- 
mints were roofed in, and that Teague 
C^ilanagan wouldn't do widout her 
ground, what does sbe do but axes him 
double the worth of it. Ah, then, what 
do I say? twinty times its value; and 
then, whin it was into a passion he kin- 
dled with her-^and why wouldn't he go 
mad in regard to the imposition? and 
calt her • an ould cheat ;' not one morsel 
of the ground would she be selling him, 
let alone the whole lot; so sorrow 
back door have ourselves, but what is 
ia the front into the aiiy, ^iider the par- 
Ipur : and although we have* cur. compk- 
ment of Windows at the rear, 'tis not much 
use for escape they are of, since the one 
in £he kitchen won't open good or bad, 
kease the ould crab made a pig-sty under 
it, as a nosegay for Teague O'Flanagatf s 
tinants ; and that to Mis8 Rosy*s Toom 
never had pidli^, fpr fear it would opento 
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murder the gentry with the perfumes; 
but sorrow much matter is that same» 
for would they open as glibly as the ould 
divil's clapper, not a ladder would herseif 
allow on her premises, set in case^ 'twas 
fro|n fire we wanted to escape, in respect 
to her heavy hatred to O'Flanfigan." 

Until nine o'clock Captain Gore and 
his stiU more anxious friend remained with 
Kosa, to obtain cönviction of her safety, 
ere tfa^y shöüld venture tb leave her; but 
as at thät .tiitne the stbrm had so con- 
siderably subsidfed, and: as^' the appisamnce 
of the demeütaiully «anctiöned tfae belief 
ofall being husbed By midolght to tranq^il 
repose, they dqmrted ; and eren t^en with 
evident relüctance upon' the part of Egre- 
mont, who öhowever Mt the necessity* of 
the measurf, nötonij^-for the comfort of 
the dying Antonia,'but tfarough propriety, 
now threati^ed pteril tio Ibnger sanctioned 
his remaining with our heroine. 
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Tbb terrors of the stprm ir<un. it^ com* 
tnenceffient had sp fi^tr?8ffa^ |fl ^gt 

*?. !??^ ll^T ^ P?Wf^?! W<ife!\?i ;f9r.n??! 

oceon of inävilable mortalit^, .it was no 
loDger f e^^te to a^Kte to that regimen» 
wUick might häve repellotthe lüsease she 
Hfm Md^dued by» ere all liof^ wi|5. Oven To 
yi^ld .eweaiid comfort. to her last mo* 
ments was aU that coiild now be attended 
to ; and uaited to her evident disposition 
to qlee^ through the latter part of the 
eveoing, the cordial effect of her medioiiie 
toon eonaigned her to a tranquU dumber. 
Our heroine» with die sanguine expec* 
tations of eighteen, began to cfaerish every 
flattering hope of renovation of faculty at 
least, if not of idtimate recovery from this 
«'•ofound and apparently salutary repose. 



yrith w^icb th(» ^lemfjiiti* ffpw ü^ea^fl i« 
imispnj fpr, ps C^pf»^ ßorp 1)a4 ffß- 

|ion v;|§ |))uhe4 ^ thie in^sl pen^t tFüHr 

»wHiRg f(?r hpnjB. »OW »ftw t4)U ftR# pPl4 
^}le4 4:a)mly 19 ^ 4bpr(?; tbp f^gfmmi 
Wifp aB4 ffiothir fi^w ippi^^ «h^ßrüd by Sbf 

fire, and by the humble comfor^gf ^p 
wel^pye4 home. 

^in4? 8p4 WfVfif, W hßfom F%f .Bl»r 
v%H^ upqn by her cpgi^ajpoji. ^ thrp« 
hfifself up9p her ^,4 »^gijl i^p o?clflcfc I 
frpin w^npp JSetty, ^l)9i^ iigctHrijaJ 
watcb it yas, cpijlfi iftstsijrty pummoi» 
her pn the a^afeipg pf Aptpni»; »»4 
scarpely hj^d she retire^» wben s|iß Bw}f 
into a gentle slumber. 
jyirs. Kübridc thrpugh fe^ägMp, from 
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having peifbnhed the wakeful hurse io 
Antonia the prei^eding night, had gladly 
TCtired to her attic, where soon through 
iier nasal organ she loudly sounded her 
«mplojrment ; and Betty, infected by the 
general soporifick influence, napped most 
industriously in her chair for about two 
hours ; when, in dire terror, she and Ro- 
fiabeUa were aroused by a sudden burst 
of thunder over their dwelling, which 
seemed a3 if about to shake the globe from 
its centre, and roEed its terrific clang 
ere the pale flame that preceded it had 
vanished. 

This appalling crash was but the prece^ 
ding one of an incessant roll of Heaven's 
tremendous artillery ^ and this awful cfan- 
nonade came with the renewal of every 
accompaniment to alarm. The clouds had 
burst in torrents of rain, the wind in un- 
govemable fury raged, and the sea in equal 
tumult foamed and swelled, menaeing de- 
struction in its headlong prowess, even to 
the very rocks that dared to bound its ira- 
petuous power. 

The thunder, wind, and sea, in com- 


bination most horrihle, shook the tpttering 
^bric with the portentous Vibration that 
menaced overthrow. The surf, with its 
white foam, washing the Windows at each 
inliiriated retum c^the now mountainous 
billows, informed the tremblers within 
how near destruction was approaching; 
To supplicate for.aid, but from the Su- 
preme, was precluded inmi their possi^ 
bility, since ihe doors of their dweUing 
were alike blocked and assaulted by the 
inviqcible foe fbat threatened annihila- ^ 
ttöii i they could open no Windows at 
the rear, and if they could^ their voices, 
even in the wild shriek of despair, taust 
be lost in the elemental furies which dinned 
around them. 

. To pray for aid was all they had power 
to eSkct i but ere they sunk on their knees, 
in füll belief tliat even the mercy of Hea- ^ 
ven was not now for them» Betty, like 
a frantic being, rushed up to Mrs. Kilbride, 
to arouse her to come and unite in thek 
prayers, while the trembling Rosa remain- 
ed below; but still in this moment ef 
sqipalling horror remembering the dictates 
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of pity, resolvßd not to aDow Antonm 
to be avakened; to npane her if possiM« 
the terrors of the scene preceding tbek de« 
structbn« 

The dflsmay of Mis. KUbride aeeoied 
aütince' to clias* tiie iiiftieiioe of reason, 
aad kfarieking wilifiy «ke desoetided, iwtien 
Iver inteoKiiiK; frantic cnes ^e^ctisd what 
tbe janibg irinds had failed to do, for 
Bbe .airbke Antonia : mad now «^ery effort 
«kP btrr hen^oe^s to pray^prorved ioe&ctual» 
&ir sbe seized her iiand with the ürm grasp 
tiiat told not the fedsieoess of approaching 
üeatdi, and sbe ho>wled her teiror in the 
most dismajäng totDes ; and making ^vehe- 
meat ^altenipts Ht uttevance appalling to 
hear, but nöthing could she articulatc« 

Tfais conffict of t-ervor was not doomed 
to linger, ere tt x^ame to its dii:e.ori5i8.*^T4ie 
&aming surges, after .^shock» which seemed 
about ix) huii the i^uilding fvom ite bam, 
with impetuous f ary Bfliashed «very pane of 
^lass in the front of this xlevoted house ; 
and in iiie next return of its raging vor 
naults the window firames ^ere burst in 
a monstrous crash, which was <echoed 
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by the direful sfarieks of the faopeless vtc«* 
tims wkhia. 

Th0 iBusdation p£ wateXf and curtent 
o£ BdncU aaw admitted, pxtinguished the 
CMifUe^ ; but tbe 4awn of tbiä dreaud iQornt 
ingy fllthougfa JStraggling to appear tbarjougfa 
«i almoet impeiietrable glopm, yet aflbrded 
gleam sufilcient to perc^ve tfae horrors 
of that destruction» Tidlich ta ihp. cos- 
victioD of all mas inevitable^ laiid only 
fiuspendßd iintil the next tcemdndoiia re- 
tuni of .the qesistless br^akers. This 
was w^ited for in a State of hte^jAüess 
horjDor» vMch jßveu die most .expcessLvje 
pen iniist ^ul in thejdeioifsatiett.Qf f— since 
what langiiage jooidd poitray. the fedings 
ofthose who beheld destruction so near» so 
awful, so irjrejQoediable ; wbo .sew as it were 
their ye^a/dl jiaen ftow xt$ atoy^wd knew^t 
ti^ next . jsWicU of the ueyer alujopberixig 
-tide, or its successor» ;tbey mus^ be laundi* 
,ed dato .the gulf of .eternityi 

In tbi3 moment of expected deatfa, the 
impetuous foe xetumed with accui^ulated 
ibrce £br its deatructive. pcowess ; and ^ow- 
ing intq each Btory, at its rending xeflux 
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bore with it the whote front of the wreck- 
ed house, completely disengaged ftoin it» 
side walls ; and with this dissevered part 
of the buUding yraa mercüeasly borne 
away. the tin-box, ccmtaining ^be con- 
iession of Antonia, with every dew to cur 
heroine's family ; along with ev&ry aoticle 
of buoyant we%ht, that had come within 
its inqietuous course. 

Boaabell« saw this long panted for 
treasure borne away with tfie ^pathy of 
one foriom of eartUy hope ; whoae erery 
thou^^t was eageriy concentrating to the 
finnly exp e cte d mert^ fnmi ha Creator 
and Redecaacr upon ber pure qpirit, to he 
aummoned in tbe next resiitleaB swe^ to 
the r^pons of etcmity; 

Antonia too b^idd the loa» of that she 

iuMl seemed ibr the last few days only to 

Jivetoguard; bot not with tiie indüfieroice 

the aoaiin^ RosabelU, nösedfraaa all man- 

d^ne anxieties» evinced Ibr its dqwivation; 

^«r oQ the instnnt ahe fäk into one ofthe 

«"»■Riiai fits she hnd ewer bem aosaikd 

^rj whüft the hc^i^tts bcrngs» who wm 

•*«»«** *»». Poaaeaaed neither pgwer nor 
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means to sffotd her aid :-*but this struggle 
was too violent to sustain ; her ^cpiring 
groans were heard as the retuming billows 
came to bear her on her bed, to seek her 
awful cemetery in the fathomless cavems 
ofthedeep* 

That first Impulse of human natura, 
operating for self-preservation, now urged 
the precipitate retreat of the trembling 
and disms^ed trio into the. inner room ; 
where» from intuitive obedience to this 
resistless law, Betty closed the door of 
their asylumj and with that strength 
imparted by terror placed a ehest of 
drawers acrpss it, to fortify it against the 
impetuous fury of the billows. 

This effi)rt seemed to recall the faculties 
of Mrs. Kilbride to rationality ; she ceased 
her wild shrieks of despair, and calling for 
the aid of her companions, commenced the 
attempt of raising the sash, which from 
being destitute of facilities to its move- 
ment, they found an effort almost defying 
mortal strength ; but strength beyond that 
of mortal feebleness was imparted tp 
them : — they achieved the raising of the 
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Mab, aad die aext essay of Mrs. Kilbnde's 

amoratrd sdf-posse88io& was, the deter- 

«MafcKNi ef tymg Resa's ^eets togetiieF, 

aad Iken to tiie bed-post, to iarm a me- 

ÜMid of descent; bot, alas! thebedstead 

tiier Dotr remembered was a caiK^y one, 

btariag- do pillais ^ an j staj to ^ect 

tba fkMpose they required. In vain ibej 

iaa kt d arowMl fer mme sndistitiite to a£- 

ftid tbeaa die SMans of escane; tiie 



^weUia^ wares» lusbiBg witb aogiaeiitiDg 

vtokan^ a^iaiaat the dow and paitition 

af iKesr ia secm e letreat, inoeaang Aeir 

Aad aow assured that destnic* 

s^Ma iaerHabir bont ifs way 

tv^ ov^frwjiKiaa tfKm, tbej saak again on 

«Mr kw^ 5 Mrs. Kühiide and Betty, to 

^(rfioa^e ftir swccanr, and Rosa, to con- 

^P^Ä »wr :$.M| ,0 tfce Mirr of Hon, who 

*«^i$tNr«Ä »^fife.aadwfcwewaitnow 

^•^t^»l»kÄ«aWr. 


^^^^••eai^t^ 
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jMcertaifijiig ; but we they had time t« 
arise from their knees, hope was restor«d 
to them, on b^tuMing d kdder ralsed-. 

This ümequivocal i^Mteratioo of hiuRaa 
«latttfle^i bulao^r Mother now bi^ougiit iwkk 
it th^ jenervating influenoe of«tid|ien joy ^ 
Mrs. Kilbride *affid Betty, who neitfier now 
&uDd power to move; bot RosabeHa 
tifiruDg at 4>nce from her «upj^Uant po* 
sition, and as spontanMiißly -Butik to it 
4igain ; ^r io hreaüie her «oleeän fervent 
Jtlianks £&r tibat vescue, wfaich tiow ap- 
peared in promise, mas the impulsive ia- 
^^iiüation of her pioifts heart. 

Almost in the momeirt after the «K-kig 
i)f the laddel*, a ma<^ appeared at tbe Win- 
dow, Wbose «calls fbr Roäa, delivered in 
tones expreesire «of s^onized «oliqitude» 
a^tated our heroine mih a tumult of 
«ensations to hersdf imdefinable; mnuß 
tbese ^xclamations csf tender an^xiety were 
spunded in tbe melodious voice of Egre- 
mont. 

Betty and Mrs, Kitbride now bounded 
to the Window, and implored Mn Egre- 



could 

af bs tender 

«c Ciyam Gore, 

«E tkefoot c^ the 

«ick periec:t com* 

[ dtremtenings 

«^ :äie rmaid they bad trw- 

^K- 3iis bean^ol^t rescue,) 

^»^Si kB pnimtse to those 
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Still in peri); Mts. Kilbride and Betty 
were seen in ra|ttd descent, awakening 
fears of the most serious nature for their 
safety ; but contrary to genefal expecta* 
tioBy they preserved their footing and 
arrived at the bottom unhurt, except 
from those bruises, they, as well as Rosa, 
had sustained from the angry surges. 

Rosabella still trembling from all the 
agitating conflicts of 'emotion the late 
scene of horrors she had so miraculouslv 

escaped from had awakened, and shiver- 
ing from wet drapery, became again the 
object of Egremont's ardent splidtude ; 
and with eager speed he hurried her over 
the enclosure of the old beldam's premises 
into the street, to seeure : her from the 
summary vengeance of i the enraged iand-^ 
holder; who although still assurii^theth 
she woüld prosecute them as hbüse^ 
breakers, stealing into her pig^sty, had 
brought to the windöw she was scölding 
from a. large kish of potatoes,. which she 
was Converting into missile weapons to 
pelt the rescae?f^ ai%d the. rescued from 
her ground..: . . - ' 
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£gremoDt now anxiously, yfit tenderlj, 
Iturrißd Rosa 8tiU on, that she might ar- 
rive at the lodge in time to faave ei^ery 
prßcaution taken to counteract the peril 
the still was m^naced by ; l>ut impeded 
l»y tbe tr^mulQUS walk of our poor hesoijBe, 
th^y did not reaph the ledge, until Gon 
had oYi^itaken them. 

They fauad Mrs. Gore up, but over- 
ppwerßd by tenror at the storm, and 9^ 
preb^osion for the danger vhich might 
pOBüibly asaaU her husband m bis icnigtit- 
errautryt whieh ahe t)ioi]^ht he might have 
}eft Bolely to bis evidently enamoured 
frieody-T-tbe domestioks, wheiqi duty lad, 
and the piercenaries whom intecest prompt* 
ed to aid him ; but as Gore was now re« 
turoed i^ safety, she forgave him the alarm 
she had expeiienced on bis account ; and 
could reeeive our heroine with kind com« 
miseration. 

A bed had already been prepared fw 
Rosa, as the Gores expected her for a 
guest ap soon as Antonia should breathe 
her last ; and every moment she was now 
delayed from it, inflicted agonies opon the 


I10SABELL4* 9^8 

hes^rt o£ Egremoi^^t, in tbe apprc^iep^ipn 
pf f^tal cpqi^^uenqe» } }/[vs. iGvre ^hier^ 
fora kiud^y lejd her tp her rooiq, bp^ 
tI>ought npt pf thß i»^pe»ij:y qf fidwir 
H^^terjB^ mj preventive tp cq}4, pr «pa- 
cjfic tp lull ^hp agitjitipn pf h^f ftWde»tJy 
affpctgd npryeji j luclLily fepweiffir, ih^ twp 
fi^wads ppsf^sfpd tl^at; fpyejhppght; awl 
R^f 6 s^^r th^ §11 tljiftgs prqper ivprp ^( 
UB^pJier. 
^Pfty, as tb^ }itt.e»d4nt ,pf Miss Fwr 

«lericK, was inviiea oy vjruro ^.u iüc loug^ | 
aad she through his benevolent ' care had 
those preventives prepared for her, iiii 
kindness judged necessary, to preserve the 
blessing health to her who had her sub« 
sistence to earn. Mrs« Kilbride too he 
had desired to cotne and take shelter in 
his house; but she preferred an asylum 
in the cabin of a neighbour contiguous 
to the wreckcd dwelling, that she might be 
at band, she said, ** should the sea make 
restitution, to «eize upon all she could 
swear to as her own property/* 

** Though upon my conscience, Sir," 
she Said, " 'tis my thumb I must be kiss- 
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ing, if 1 take my book oath on that barren 
subject» in regard tp not having a morsel 
of property, at all at all, excepting a 
varlet of a husband who tuck every tatter 
I possessed. But what I inane, your ho- 
nour, about the property is, that it is the 
^uear fashing here, to be claiming all the 
say takes into its clapper claws, as public 
property ; it is ^ catch cat, catch can ;' and 
myself being as good a mouser fhat way» 
as the best of thetn, I wiU be clawing 
ttp ati that jewel of a child's property 
that comes widin my scent» or uear my 
dtttches»'' 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

1 

> 

Whbn after, a few hours* slumber, the fa- 
mily of Myrtle Lodge arose from their 
pillows, it was found, that neither Miss 
Frederick npr her i^aid could leave their 
beds; for the fatigue they had before 
endured in attendance uppn Antonia, the 
terror, the cold, the bruises they had sus- 
tained, subdued them both with a degree 
of fever, that deprived them of the power 
of rising ; and poor Rosabella's indispo- 
sition found a potent auxiliary in her men- 
tal suffering ; for now her existence was no 
Longer imperiled, the loss of Antönia's 
confession Struck direfully on her peace ; 
now her affectionate heart's fondiy che- 
risb^ expectation of beiqg r^stored to. 
a mother's arms was e^'uelly blighted; 
every hope of discovering to whom sheJ 
belonged, or of claiming kjndred with an 
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honourable and deserving brother, wrested 
from her for ever. 

Mrs. Kilbride was also confined by cold 
and bruises to her bed, at which she loudl^r 
murmured, ab* k preverited h^ attendance 
upon the retuming tide, ^^ to claw up the 
cftiKr^ prö'perif, *öuld ^ cdiiie bäcl: 
tiötti the clutdifes of tht6 defep/' 

Thröftgh the humdtffe äf t^ntion^ of Egre- 
ftiont aWd C^ftäin Göre; fhe bocfy of An* 
tcftti^ wab dough'^ fof rhites alöiig fhe cöa^, 
hdt was riot wäsired up utitilfihe sticceeding 
cventeg*s^ tide,- when at the ilxpefiii of the 
former it f ecrived the rite öf interment. 

As' itf l6ss thati twerity niinüt^' aMt the 
providentml reöCüe öf Rosa attd hör coni- 
panions;* the wHble öf the hoüs^ thiy had' 
eseaped' frömi» \rtth thfe ötb^rs in the row, 
häd beeh tfw^t äWäy,- neÄYly all the' 
clotheisr which» our heroineänd Betty Rööich 
had bfüü)^* tö*Myttle*s Towh were lost in 
thfe gm^Att^l WrecR ; th^ therefore wew 
conif^lliäd ttt tenj| to* Mrs. JöllytlrandV lihe 
höttsdB«i;w&r at Rävetis\^obd', for a ffesh 
sttpply y \*hich arriving er6 poor Rüsabelht 
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was able to quit her bed, prfev^fäd the 
necessity of her long trespaäsing upön the 
kindness of Mrs. Gore, for assistance to her 
wardrobe. 

As Jyoctot Wedtrop wad immediifieflj^ 
iummöned to our heröihe» i^ had ev^f'^ 
^ompt aid that ä skilful pUysibmti coüM 
jrreld } whila« every ötfcer iSöetitiäl för the 
eomfort and alleviätiöti of sickiies^,' €ätp- 
tain Gore took care she should be dupplied 
with. Yet it Wasf t^6 Whdie days ere dhe 
eelald quit he^ bed ; ätiä tw6 ä[of e 6r6 she 
was ^uÄctetely föcöVfered to* leäv*f hei? 
Chamber y ^d e^tti thfeti, , it ^äs an ^iti^ 
tUytt niöre thän her ttienial hialadies cotAd 
weit efidcrre. ^t lifae fett H as h^r dnty iö 
these kmd strängersi» who not only pre^ 
served her life at some peril to th6ir own,' 
btrt were triatttig her with e^very bene- 
votent atteMiotf, not to prölöng the trott^- 
ble and iiicoliveiOience h^r indispositiotf 
niust öccäsion one Moment longer than 
absolute inabflity to join the family circle' 
requi^ed; tadüe therefore äummon^d hef 
fortitttde tö coftxpier the efiect of her ct\x&\ 
disappointfliienty to allow her to appear. 
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Captaip Gore häd visited Rosabella in 
her dressing-room, . the seoond day of her 
removal thither, and received her grateful 
acknowledgments for all his kindness to 
her } but although Egremönt would have 
given a thousand worlds to be admitted 
tpo, yet as Mrs. Gore had not proposed 
it, he concluded it Would be incorrect, and 
therefore made no effort to obtain his ar- 
dent wish, 

But on the subsequent day, his pant- 
ing heart was gratified ; he beheld the 
pale and languid, yet interestiiigly lovdy 
Rosa^ seated in an easy chair in the morii- 
ing room of Mrs, Gore ; and to his further 
gratification, she was totally alone there; 
when thrown completely . into thie guidance 
of his feelings by theitumultuoiis.emotions 
of his bosoiD, on seeing her there in per- 
fect safety after all the dii^eful perils she 
had b^en encompassed by ^ .and as he pre* 
sented himself before her, he took both 
her hands, and in tlie wild tümült of his 
now ungovernable joy^ he pres^d them 
to his lip$-— to his heart, exclaiming— «• 

".O Bosa! dare I confess to you? — 
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Will you pardon ,my presumption, if I teil 
the source of that excess of joy, which 
almost overpowers my senses, on behold- 
ing you in safety ?" 

•* I should rejoice on beholding you, 
Mr. Egremont," replied the blushing, 
trembling Rosabella, faltering in articu- 
lation through a variety of emotions, '^ did 
I possess the power of making the ac- 
knowledgments of my deeply penetrated 
gratitude as I could wish/' 

*' Believe me," said Egremont, seating 
himself beside her, " believe me, you owe 
me no acknowledgment of gratitude, Miss 
Frederick ; since all that you conceive 
demands your thanks was dictated by a 
selfish motive. It was to preserve my own 
happiness, Rosa, I sought to rescue you 
from the peril that encompassed you ; for 
had you perished, my sun of earthly bliss 
had then indeed been set for ever ; since 
you are the being on whom the tenderest 
affections of my heart are riveted. You are 
the being, whom I fondly hope my aus- 
picious destiny will- influence, to listen to 
my ardent suit, and lead to my arms, as 

VOL. I* N 
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the wife of my bosom, the chosen of my 
heai% the pride of my fancy, — the Sterling 
stamp of my unemng judgraent." ' 

Rosabella, who had never been ad- 
dressed in the language of love before, 
and who had been reared ahnost in the 
belief ähe never should ; now heard this 
sudden, and most unexpected declaration, 
so unecjuivocally niade, with a degree of 
astonishment, that for a moment siispend- 
ed the other powerful eraotions, which 
it awakened ; but promptly they re- 
united ; and in the perceptible agitation 
they inspired, she endeavoured to arti- 
culate a reply, — since one she supposed 
was necessary. Yet every word she gave 
utterance to she wished recalled, for 
nothing was connected, nothing intelli- 
gible, but her terming the declaration of 
Mr. Egremont mere badinagey as it must 
be an impossibility to form a serious at- 
tachment to an individual, too little known 
to him for his judgment to have formed 
any clear estimate of her merit. 

" No, Miss Frederick, on the faith of an 
onourable man, my declaration is not 
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hadinage^^ Egremont. Bolemniy replied^ 
as he enraptured contempLated the eviw 
dent embarrassments of her genuine ti«r' 
midity. '^ My attachment is not to an 
individual I know too little of» justly ta 
appreciate ; for six months have now 
elapsed, since my haart imbibed an anx* 
iety to becöme the ready captive of your 
reported meptal treäSüres: five monthf 
have passed since my fascinated fancy 
taught me the adoration of your matchlesf 
beauty; and in all that painfui lapse of 
time, marked by the endurance of a passion 
consuming my own peace, yet makihg 
no advance, even in prospect, toward win- 
ning areciprocityof attachment ; for still was 
I doomed to meet the constant overthrow 
of all my anxious plans for obtaining an in- 
troduction at Ravenswood, to plead my 
suit to the lovely child of excellence I 
adored: and even when led by your hu* 
manity to a Conference with Mr. Stern- 
ham, and when with ingenuousness I impart- 
ed to him my hopes, my wijhes, relative to 
you, and importuned him to become my ad- 
vocate with Lädy Derville for my admission 
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at Ravenswood; he.repelled me with thc 
torturing information of her ladyship's 
having .other views for you in an alliance 
with one of Tier own family. But soou 
after I found reäson to believe, the re- 
verend gentleiaan, lapsing from recoUec- 
tion of the sacr ed oharacter of his function, 
was deceiving me; and on your disap- 
pearance from Ravenswood, promptly dis- 
.covering whither you were gone, J, in 
all the fond — the flattering hope of ceasing 
to be the proscribed being you had been 
taught to — ** 

Tö the infinite relief of Rosa, and cha- 
grin of Egremont, JVf rs. Gore now made 
her appearance, and interrupted a tete d 
tite^ that overpowered our heroine with 
emotions iiew, and to her almost unde- 
finable ; but the most prominent, for this 
day at least, seemed amazement: since 
Egremont professing an unalterable at- 
tachment to her j — thinking of wooing her 
in seriousness ; — ^and above all, announcing 
his fancy to have been captivated by her 
beauty, fiUed her bosom with the most 
genuine astonishment j and she, who had 


KOBABELLA. 269 

been taught from childhood to belle ve she 
possessed no personal attractions, to whom 
the voice of admiration had never before 
sounded, except indeed from a few of 
Lady Anne Belmont's visitors, and in a 
late sudden Impulse of badinage from Mr. 
Monson, repeatedly asked herseif in mental 
döubt, " Could this be possible ? Could 
Mr. Egremont really love her ? Could he, 
so transcendently handsome and fasci« 
nating as he Was, could he think seriously 
of her, who was gifted with no pretensions 
for the captivation of any man but some 
poor tasteless curate^ who might require 
an industrious helpmate ?** And the more 
Rosabella contemplated the amazing sub- 
ject, the more powerful her astonishment 
became ; and in proportion her fear? aug- 
mented, lest she had deceived herseif, 
through her ignorance of such matters, 
in the definition she had given to what 
he had so seriously uttered. 

But these alarming fears, as often as they 
recurred, soon met some tender glance 
or tone of Egremont's to banish them ; 
since, having disclosed bis passion to 
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the lovely ol^ect; who in^ired it, he no long* 
er possessed aoy cotnmand over bis eyes 
OT voice, wfaen he addressed.or gasted upon 
her ; althougfa that day he had ilo other 
opportunity afibrded to him of renewing 
the subject nearest to his heaüu 
; Mrs. Gore, had giyen. her interri^tion 
to the lovfe stnan^ öi, Egr^mont, by her 
poining in jto p^^tm/her daily task o£ 
daborate practid^e cAi the piano forte^ 

« 

härp^ singiog;, aUc) dra^lqg ; . a|id dniing 
a nümber of hdiir^ thilfi* ^edijc^;6d po her 
»ccomplishments, )i^^ i^k ^hild was not 
once attended to |3y hi§ «lother; nor 
would have been ;even thoi}ght iof Iby her^ 
in the more i<9p0rtant concem. ^f her 
acquirelxients, ha^' ttot his fether btoqght 
him into the rootn, to intfddiice him to 
Rosabella, \i^ho saw in him a most lovely 
child, and highly interesting, through his 
^elicate statö of health, äftely brought 
on by the reprehensible i^eglect of bis 
mother, in leaving him whoUy to the care 
of a very incompetent nurse» 

The look that so eloquently spoke 
the tender pity of a feeling bewt, which 


Rosa beamed üpon the child» when she 
4saw, how ill he appe^red^jtnd.beheld the 
inattentioü of his Di^olihe]? to him, sent 
Captaia Gorfe ffQoa the room with tears 
trembling in hi$ ^xpressiye eyes^ but ia 
a few monie^ts the aQxipus father re- 
turned» and took his little idol from bis 
efiatian by.ctbe kheeof hii& motber, — wher^ 
ii£f '/was eodeavoutiog tp^ättract her ab- 
töt^ioaü.frma bei f^a^^g to.h^mself) by 
ttti ;the; wäes .of j]|£mti]$t aUuxiementS'-^ 
to >^«ik bim öiDt Upmsi; ^pukey^i and 
S^emoni, calthaugfa it /<ira9 ß^ny to bim 
tb >tear. himself from :tb6:'«dofed; qbjec|; 
of. bis afFeoticHi, yet isJt. ^y: aiccompanied 
llift £riendy wbQse sfleiit grii^f fof his cru<^ 
difia^ipointment in domestie happiness • hf 
mm MTitb pain, xtnd in. lirhich. he def|>ly 
sympathized« . 

. Our heröine was still too gre^t an. in- 
valide to nndergo the iätigUe pf dres^ing 
a second time in one day ; sh^ had therer 
fore made her mormng toilet with th^ 
solid care, that would bear her througb 
a whole day's wear, with the striking polish 
of innate purity of appearance ; and Mrs, 
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'Gore WQjJd not tear herseif from her loved 
pursuits^^to take from the slattemly aspect 
-she wore, even to please an adoring and 
estimable husband ; so tbat they separated 
not for this usual purpose. 

The moment the Myrüe Loc^^e party 
were seated at dinner, Captain Gore in- 
quired for the fish he had been so lucky to 
meet with, whilst on bis excursion with 
bis child ; and whicb, through tbe late 
roughness of tbe weather tbere being no 
supply» he had co&aidered as a piize. 

Tbe butler afiectmg not to know the 
cause of its absence, a message ms dis- 
patched to the oook to leam tbe rea« 
9on : vbo sent back word» ^ tbat being 
not of tbe species fit for her master's 
table» sbe had dtessed it for tbe Roman 
servants, as it was Friday." 

** It has been ratber nnbicky for my 
Sriends,*' said Gore» ^^ tbjt my oook's 
opinion and mine did not exacdy coalesce 
upon tbis sofc^ect; but we must endea- 
Tour to dine to^y vitbout tbat» whicfa 
Mmämme Cmtimiare bas devoted to those 
considered our superion^*' 
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However, it was no easy matter to form 
a dinner out of that which was provided, 
without any respect to the economy of the 
table, or that the elegance of arrange- 
ment could sanction ; all cooked untempt- 
ingly, and as cold, as if all bad been served 
up before at the various tables of the 
faousehold. 

** V thought, Honour, my love,*' said 
Gore mouftifully, "that, after our very 
comfortless meals yesterday and Wednes- 
day, you said you would attend to the 
arrangement of your table yourself, to 
prevent your feeling shame at heading 
it/' 

♦ ** Why so I fully intended, Horace : 
but really I had not time ; for was my 
day a thousand hours long, I still shoüld 
find delightful employment for them ; 
such are the treasures of mental acqui- 
sition !** 

" Must I find time for it, Honour ?'* 
demanded Gore seriously. " Must I tres- 
pass upon your *department9 and enter 
upon an employment, which^ altbough cha- 
racteristic in the mistress of a family, is 
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unbecoming the pursuit of a man ? Must 
I attend to the regulation of my table, 
or see ray guests starved at it before my 


eyes ?" 


The moment the dessert waä laid upon 
the table, Mrs. Gore gave orders for her 
child being brought to her, when she 
learned, that, fatigued with his ride, he 
had fallen into a profound sleep. 

" Desire nurse to awake him,*' said 

Mrs. Gore. 

** Awake him !*' exclaimed Gore in a 
tone of dismay. " You cannot surely 
mean to have our poor delicate habe 
awakened from a sleep, that must prove 
so beneficlal to him after bis little ex- 
cursion?** 

•« Indeed I do mean it. Why it is the 
only period in the whole day, that I can 
in possibility take from my studtes, to 
dedicate to him; and I think it would 
be a little hard, if I was not to be in- 
dulged with fondling my own child one 
poor hour in the twenty-four/* 

" It would indeed,>' said Gore in a tone 
of aspenty, ungenial to his natura ; and 
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vrbich tnade Egremont and Rosa tremble» 
as the harbinger of more asperities. " It 
would be peculiarly hard, to deprive him qf 
-the only hour in a long day, which his mo- 
ther can sacrifice to.him from tbe pursüit 
of showy accomplishments ; was he not iu 
the arms of a kinder mother — sleep/* 

** But he shall not be allowed to sleep 
at this unseasonable hour in fiitüre/' said 
Mrs. Gore, " for 1 will have him in with 
the dessert ; since it. was always the plau 
my mother and I adopted for seeing him 
every day, without breäking in upon our 
important pursuits." 

". Oh ! my. poot Nelson !*' exclaimed 
Gore, trembling with patnful emotion; 
" what would have been the agony of 
my feelings^ whilst tossed : on the fickliQ 
element) I hardiy earned increäseof wealth 
for my fannly upon, could I have con-^ 
eeived, that any pursiuit would have proyed 
moone important to my wife, than the. ten- 
der care of my cliild 1** 

" Why, you scurrilansr, animal !*' s^id 
Mrs. Goi^e, with one of the most ineffably 
sweet smiles of her enchanting beauty. 
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" why you are growing absolutely as cross 
a husband as the famous Xantippe was 
to patient Grizzle.** 

•* As the d— 1 was to the d— I/' ex- 
clainied Gore, starting from his seat, and 
flying to a window, which he opened with 
precipitance ; and then closing it with 
equal rapidity, retumed to his seat, and 
drank off'a bumper of wine. 

" What was that wild flight for, pray?^* 

demanded Mrs. Gore, still smiling in total 

unconsciousness, that her rash and absurd 

pretensions were the cause. " Was it, pray, 

to turn me from chiding you, as the most 

uöjust accuser upon earth ? Inipeaching 

tne, truly, for neglecting your child, when 

I dfew a füll length portrait of him, which 

öbtained the applause o^ millions at the 

Äoyal Academy in London, where it was 

eXhibited last year? And did I not, sir, 

inake a most beautiful song upon him ? — 

at least my mother's elegant muse sup- 

Phed the poetry, which I set to music, and 

P" ished it, even with my name to it; 

and is there a mother in the United King- 

^ho has not purchased it, and shed 
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tears at its tender pathos? And wbat 
more» I should be mighty glad to know, 
could I have done to evince maternal 
aiFection? — Oh! and I forgot too, that I 
have been coUecting, \trith the greatest 
care, books from every juvenile library 
far and near, to suit the gradations of 
his capacity in its progressive expansion ; 
and what more could I possibly do, Sir?" 

** My dear Honour/'^ returned Gore, 
almost subdued from his anger, his re- 
grets, his but narrowly escaped disgusts, 
by the charms of beauty she displayed 
in the variations of her countenance, 
whilst she was speaking,— ** affectionately 
attend to the health of your child, ere you 
make coUections for the cultivation of 
his mind; and I shall be fully satisfied 
with your Performance of a mother's 
part.*' 

When the inmates of Myrtle Lodge 
assembied in the drawing-room for the 
evening, that which in the morning was 
practice for musical preeminence, was now 
an exhibition of talent in Mrs. Gore ; who 
played and sung without cessation, until 
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after Rosabella, from the lässitüdfe of- re- 
cent Indisposition, was compelled to retire 
for the night: an annoying continuance 
of display for Egremont, since tobe com- 
pelled to listen for hours to bis beau* 
tiful hostess, with the attention of poü- 
tesse, and to turn over the pages of her 
music books for her, were a dreadful toitment 
to him ; as it drew him from bis Station 
by the side of Hosa, — deprived him of 
the sound of her loved accents, and re- 
tarded the progress he panted to make, 
and, in the fond and flattering inspirations 
of bis ardent wishes, he believed he was 
effecting in her invaluable affections. And 
frequently, most frequently he' congratu- 
lated himself, during this annoying ex- 
hibition, that the chosen of his beart was 
not a Professor of obtrusive accotnplish- 
ments. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

From Rosabella's anxious wish to occasion 
as little trouble as possible, in this iU^regu- 
lated household, she made every exertion 
to attend the family breakfast ; during 
which Mrs* Gore, in studied negligenee 
o£ attire, pored över a yolume of the Ency^ 
clöpaedia BritahhiGa, withoüt ' attemptiog 
to bear any part in the conversation of 
her husband^änd her gnests ; but the mo- 
xnent the rep&st terminated, Gore inviting 
Jlosa intq bis library, which he had pur- 
chased with the house, to select some 
book for her amusement» Mrs. Gore threw 
down her study, and dosely pursued them, 
for the purpose of displaying her own pro- 
found acquirementsw 

Although encouraged by Captain Gore 
and Mr. Egremont, to fliake her mental 
acquisitions knöwn to them, our heroine's 
veil of modesty's concealing influence 
could not so readily be raised ^ and more 
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particularly, as she shrunk from betraying 

any real koowledge in invidious contrast 

to the absurd pretensions of Mrs. Gore ; 

wfaom she requested to recommend some 

work, that was suited to the languid ca- 

pacity of a scarcelj convalescent invalide. 

" What say you to something dra- 

matic?" replied Mra. Gore» who was ud- 

luckily Standing near a ränge of classic 

uithors» and had carelessly cast her eyes 

npon the letteriog on the backs of the 

volumes. *' Sonae one of these beautÜiiUy 

bound operas ? But whose will you have ? 

Virgil. Opera, Tom. Tom ! O, I see ! Vir- 

gil*s tidition of Tomson's Operas! Ay, 

Tomson's Operas, delightful poet! O, 

how often have I pored over these dear 

volumes with insatiate goüt!" 

^^ " Oh, no," Said Rosa, blushing for her, 

•* I am not equal to poetiy this moroing, 

""*~I— would preier, if you please— " 

" I thinfc," Said Egremont. interruptinff 

^ io an^iety to relieve her embarras» 

'»•«y of «oor«.c^ «uwying to her 
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keenly mortified husband, ** I should 
conceive, a little gentle exercise would 
prove more genial to your health, Miss 
Frederick, than poring over any book to 
day ! What say you to a donkey race, with 
Nelson ?'' 

^' An admirable projectP' exclaimed the 
grateful, heart-wrung Gore. " Honour, 
will you form one of the competitors in 
this race, and leave your learning for a* 
more successful pursuit, in a piain straight 
path of ä pleasant airing ?" 

^^ Ob, I abominate piain, stupid paths^ 
as much as I do the loss of time in odious 
airings/^ she replied ; ^^ therefore I shall 
pass the hours of your absence here, de- 
vouring, * in the feast of reason/ one of 
these divine Operas of the immortal Tom- 


son/' 


Gore now rushed out of the room with 
glowing cheeks, to order donkeys, he said, 
— when Mrs. Gore, rapidly opening the 
volume she was anxious to peruse, prompt- 
ly perceived the untoward ignorance she 
had betrayed, not only to her husband, but 
to their guests, which led her to a precipi- 
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late flight from tbe library» to cpnceal her 
cbnfiision and chagrin ;— > a flight that ^as 
haüed with infinite craptüre by Kgremonty 
^ho lo8t not: one moment in r^newing 
bis declaration^ of ardent and ihöhoutaUe 
a^actiment to tbe fluttered trembling Ro- 
rabolla; whose only replies we^e bcUliänt 
blushes, until she at iength titniflly arti«- 
culated a orequest, *^ that he wotild. s^yno 
more to her upon tbe subjeot, . until sht 
could possibly p^rsoade li^rself intotia 
belief of all he affirined being any thing 
but jest.*' 

" What in possibility/' Egrembnt ex* 
claimed in amaa^eotient, *^ can reü^^r you 
such a determiiied sceptic in tfi«! power 
of your bwn fascinations, Miss Fr^erick ? 
Can you have been reared mth Lady 
Meliora Monson; and feel not one davMiing 
Inspiration of personal vanity ?" 
: " I was reared with Lady Meliora 
Monson, Mr. Egremont*, but her traas- 
cendent besuty proved my total edipse^ 
and extinguished every ray, that could 
häve beamed fröm presumptuous vanity in 


me/* 
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** Indeed," daid Egveinont smiling, "how 
dazzling her beauty must have proved, to 
destray the optic facuHies of all around 
her ! But, did not ev^n'this little hand,** 
and snatching the handx>f Rosa» he hqld it 
up before her eyes ; " atrd did not e ven th i$ 
fair hand rise up, tor avert the mightj^ 
eclipse of this total extingutsher ?. Did 
not this, beheld at the bar of jiic^m^ät» 
procläim beäuty süperior to lady Me- 
liora s ? i 

Rosabe]]a blushed in comcidusiiess,'but 
made rio reply; for well she knewXiady 
Meliora had not a pähicidädy. beautifol 
hand ; whilst her own skill in dräwjng had 
almost led her to b«lieve, «he her^^f 
pöiBsessed thät one ad vantage: ovex' höf 
fri6nd. 

" And really, Miss Frederick," contir 
nued Egremont, still smiling, ** did yoqr 
redected image in an allüring article of 
furniture, — in which, it is nimoured, ladifes 
fain do sometimes complaceiitly contem- 
plate what they there behold, never, 
nevcr, whisper to you the poasibility of 


yoor possesBiiig cfaamis sorpasnng even 
Ladj Meliora's own?*' 

''And what woold ha^e ayailed such 
ideal whispers?" repUed Rosa smiJing, 
^' wben all around me wbispered the po* 
ative assertioii, ^ tbat the gift of beauty 
bad been forgotten, wben the assemblage 
of fairies were conveiied« by her Sponsor 
Fay, at the birth of Rosabella.' '' 

^ Tbat the males of the family breathed 
not such assertions, I must conclude." 

*' Indeed you must not, if you wish 
to be correct," said Rosa, ^' since it was 
the constant Iure of Mr. Stemharo, to lead 
me to diligence ; for bis exordium to the 
process of my studies ever was, ' Remember, 
child, you hsire neither beauly nor ricbes, 
to turn criticism from your glaring de- 
fects, therefore you ought to endeavour 
at making up something of an equivalent, 
in all of mental stores your dearth of 
ability will admit of your acquiring«* " 

** My adored, my every way attraotive 
Rosa !" Egremont exclaimed, ** how can 
I overcome this unfounded humility, so 
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impeding to your belief of my ardent, my 
unalienable attachment, whioh has been 
so strangely, so cruelly implanted in your 
mind ?*' 

** Oh, do not say, ^ cruelly implanted 
humility,* Mr. Egremont !** said the grate- 
ful Rosa; " for cruelty formed no part 
of my treatment at Ravenswood. As my 
vanity had never received incense, I feit 
no deprivation in its being withheld from 
me. And reared in the belief of my being 
inattractive, I was perfeclly contented; 
and my only aim then became, not to 
be disagreeable, that I might be endured ; 
and to be useful, that I might be an 
object, if not of affection, at least not 
of indifference, to those around me.** 

*' Oh, Rosa!*' exclaimed Egremont, 
suddenly clasping her band in an impulse 
of tender affection keenly woufided for 
her ; " how the idea could ever have been 
introduced into your mind, ofyour being 
an object of indifference, or of any thing 
but deep interest to those around you, my 
feelings cannot comprehend. 

** But,'* he continued, as he submitted 
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to her instantly withdrawing her band, 
^ teach me höw to convince you, that 
my fervent, my unalienäble affections are 
yours. Will you believe in my sincerity, 
if I immediately apply, through Mr. 
Trench, to Lady Derville for her per- 
mission to my addressing you, to win you 
for my wedded pride and blessing ?'* 

Tears of gratitude, deeply penetrated by 
such a generous, flattering preference, now 
filled the beautiful eyes of our agitated 
heroine ; and some anxious moments 
elapsed, ere she could even lowly and 
tremulously articulate : 

" That would certainly prove attach- 
ment, since only for the individual it 
could be awakened : as I am portioiiless, — 
without name, without connexions, alone 
in the world." 

•' But centred in yourself are all the 
treasures that I covet," said Egremont 
with tender pathos ; " my name will 
suffice for both, my fortune will answer 
for both, and my connexions will be yours, 
dear Rosa." 

Rosabella, subdued by sensations new 
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and uncontroUable, burst into agitation's 
conflicting tears, and wept as if her heart 
was hreaking; whiie Egremont strove to 
sootbe her into composure, by every tender 
strain that venerating love couU. supply ; 
yet io väin for some moments, but at 
length she said — 

** Indeed I cannot be composed, cannot 
resume my firmness, Mr. Egremont, un- 
less you cease to hold such affecting lan- 
giiage to me, until ray nowsubdued spirits 
recover . from their recent shock, with 
which was combined a very dire mis- 
fortune to nie. But when my spirits are 
equal to the task, I must teil you of all the 
heavy clouds which hang over my destiny; 
when you — '* 

" When I shall behold no cloud to 
obscure your excellence : — nothing, no, 
not hing under Heaven to impede my ar- 
dent suit, — but what may haplessly arise 
from your own repugnance to me, Rosa,^* 
daid the enraptured Egremont ; who, from 
all thi& conflict of emotion, imbibed the 
flattering belief, that her heart was soften* 
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ing in his favour. " Therefore dear Rosa, 
although I cannot suspend my pursuit 
of you, yet you shall take your own time 
to recover your firraness, ere you enter 
on any distressing theme ; as now not for 
ten thousand worlds would I have you 
dwell on that, which could have awakened 
such a conflict of agitation in your suscep- 
tible bosom." 

^ ** But you ought, you must, learn all of 
my insulation/' said Rosabella ; " and the 
moment I can rally my firmness for the un- 
dertaking, I will teil you all/' 

** Teil me you will be mine : that your 
heart whispers its softening approbation of 
my suit/' responded Egremont, " and all 
other Communications will be lost in liiy 
enraptured joy, unless they are such as 
can affect your peace.** • 

«' I think, Mr. Egremont/* said Rosa, 
anxious to repress tears which his tender- 
ness and generosity had taught to flow, 
and which her susceptible delicacy feared 
might be ascribed to too müch interest 
for a man she knew so little of, " I think 
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I had better go and prepare for my donkey 
race, not to detain poor little Nelson from 
bis airing to wait for me.** 

*' Do so, dear Rosa/' Egremont replied, 
perceiving ber emotions were struggling 
once morefoT tbe subjugätion of her firm- 
ness, and that bis presence was tberefore 
painful to ber, 

As soon as Rosa reacbed ber cbamber, ^ 
she called upon every incentive to mental 
strengtb, to yield ber firmness to bear 
tbe ardent love strains of tbe generous 
Egremont, witbout betraying so mucb 
suspicious agitation : and soon sbe rallied 
ber self-possession sufficfently, to wear tbe 
aspect of a composure foreign to ber bo- 
som ; for in tbat bosom tbe fascinations 
of Egremont were beginning to make 
impressions, even sbadowing from bei* 
painlul view tbe sad picture of ber insu- 
lation, and to soften tbe poignancy of ber 
affliction for tbe dire catastropbe, wbicb 
bad perbaps separated ber from a motber's 
arms for ever. 

At lengtb our beroine was summoned to 
eommence ber airing, and tbey set out, 

VOL. I. o 
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Gore as the attendant of his child, £gre- 
mont of Rosa, who importuned her grace- 
ful equerry to relinquish his fatiguing 
purpose f but vain proved her entreaties, 
and he proceeded foy her side : a Station 
he pronounced absolutely necessary, either 
to lead her steed, or to lean on the pom- 
mel of her saddle, to be in prompt rea- 
diness to aid her, should she feel alarm ; 
as soon he found she was a most inex- 
perienced rider. And as to him was now 
given the delightful pastime of teaching 
her to manage her spiritless palfrey, and 
to hang enamoured over her as his pupil, 
he inquired, *^ how it came to pass, that 
she had not benefitted by equestrian prac- 
tice, like her friend Lady Meliora ?** 
. ** I do not exactly know/* said Rosa- 
bella; ^' but I take for granted, Lady 
Derville's having had some judicious mo- 
tive for preventing it*** 

•' You would have surpassed Lady Me- 
liora in grace/' replied Egremont smilingi 

•* and you might have captivated the young 
heir." 

. " Or, as a much more probable acfaieve- 
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ment/^ said Rosa smiling too» ^^ I might 
have fallen from my horse and brokeii 
my neck ; and to confess the humiliating 
truthy I believei from all I have heard 
of my juvenile awkwardness and timidity» 
that this benevolent apprehension was the 
true cause of my exclusion from the equ^s* 
trian school," 

^^ I want faith," responded Egremont; 
<^ since not in possibility can you produce 
any evidence of awkwardness, to substan« 
tiate your testimony. — But, my beloved 
Miss Frederick, there seems to have been 
a Strange plan of ungracious politics adopt- 
ed at Ravenswood, »that of endeavouring 
to throw your charms and excellence into 
shade : in so much, that I feel impelled 
to the liberty of requesting you, not to 
mention me in your letters to your Ra- 
venswood friends, until afler Mr. Trench 
arrives here, who is Coming almost im- 
mediately to pass a few days with Gore« 

*^ Believe me, Rosa, I make not this 
request, to impede you in the perforniance 
of any duty you think you owe to Lady 

o 2 
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Derville, since it is for the excusable 
purpose of sabverting the projects of Mr. 
Sternham to divide us. Mr. Trench has 
been the confident of my attachment to 
you, from its dawn to this moment of 
its meridian power ; and he» deeply in« 
terested for my happiness, has been a$ 
anxious almost as myself, to promote the 
success of my suit with you : and when my 
frank avowals to Mr. Sternham met witb 
every discouragement from himi, Mr. 
Trench, commiserating my despair, deve« 
loped that Lady Derville's intended al- 
liance for you was all the fabrication of 
Mr. Sternham's inventive faculties; and 
this discovery led him to the conviction, 
of that deceiver having some sinister plan 
in view relative to the disposal of your 
band ; and led him also to advise the relin« 
quishing every appearance of any further 
pursuit of you, and to desist from my 
intended application to Lady Derville her- 
self upon tlie subject ; since he is firmly of 
opinion, the influence Mr. Sternham has 
acquired over her ladyship would be all 
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exterted, to put a decided tennination to 
my hopes, eveß before I was permitted 
to try my success with you. 

** You, beloved Rosa, know the cha- 
racter of Mr. Trench too well, to suspect 
him of*advising any thing, that could lead 
an innocent being like yourself from the 
Performance of an imperative duty ; and 
it has been bis counsel, which has induced 
me to importune you not yet to inform 
Liady Derville of my suit, who, he is 
as firmly convinced as I am, cannot possi- 

, bly have any objection, but through the 
machinations of her chaplain— -io your 
Union with me, except through your own 
negative.** » 

Rosabella, lost in amazed conjecture of 
the cause, which could in possibility ac- 
tuate Mr. Sternham to such enmity to her, 

*• since to a passion opposite to love she 
naturally ascribed his dishonourable ex- 
ertions, to prevent a union so promising 
of happiness to her,— made no reply to 
Egremont j who however was too anxious 
for the promise he had pleaded for, not 
to press her to a compliance with hi« 
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entreaty ; and ere tliis donkey airing ter- 
minated, he lured from her an aswrance, 
that she would not mention him in her 
letters to Dublin^ until Mr. Trench saw 
cause for the revocation of his interdict* 

To the agreeable surprise of all the 
party , Mrs. Gore had dressed to appear 
at dinner with evident care ; and although 
every movement betrayed a consciousnesa 
of humiliation, yet she exerted every in* 
fluence of her fascinating charms, to efl&ce 
from the. remembrance of all, the igno« 
rance her vain assumption of knowledge 
had led her in the morning to betray ; now 
gladly condescending toavail herseif of the 
magic of beauty, which, since she fancied 
herseif a votary of erudition, she had af- 
fected to despise. 

Mortification in the exposure of her 
ignorance was a new Sensation to Mrs. 
Gore, who had been led into a dream of 
her own profoünd knowledge, by having 
been classed with her mother in real ac- 
quirement, by the inference of those she 
associated with in her mother's neighbour- 
hood, concluding the daughter and con« 
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stant compahion of a learned woman must 
also be learned ; and by her mother's dex« 
terity in warding c^ any impending dis- 
covery of her ignorance, «he had acquired 
a rashness in venturing upon subjects she 
knew nothing of ; and having, unluckily 
for her piracy of admiration for her mental 
liebes, a. most careless memory, she min- 
gled arts and sciences, authors and books, 
ancients and moderns, in a social inter-» 
course that had never before met ; which 
her mother, instead of correcting, contrived 
to twine into new artificial garlands for 
her daughter*s brow, by plausibly stating, 

• 

^^ that her dear child had absolutely 
studied away ev^ry appearance of me« 
mory; for always soaring into the high 
regions of science, her thoughts were far 
away from passing objects, and therefore 
ludicrously gave words to one subject, 
which exclusively belonged to that which 
occupied her contemplatioti.'' 

But although now keenly wounded by 
her recent mortitication, Mrs. Gore had 
not imbibed the useful hint from it, of 
contenting herseif with the real claims 
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for admiration which she eminently pos- 
sessed;.but had adopted the chimera, of 
rapidly becoming what she long had af- 
fected— a womai> of learning. And, to pro- 
mote this scheme, she had spent hours that 
morning in selecting Latin books, aad 
turning over the leaves of them, to dis- 
cover, through some exhaling influence 
frotn the letters, the most facile method 
of teaching herseif that language ; since 
she was determined neither to seek advice 
nor submit to Instruction, as no one should 
develope her ignorance further, now she 
had determined on a plan for preventing 
the possibility of that being again the 
case* And, that she might commit no more 
errors in the nomenclature of authors and 
their works, she had huoted out a cata« 
logue of learned books; and actually got 
off one column, as the commencement of 
the $ci ap-screen she was about to compose, 
to shield her ignorance from further detec- 
tion« 

Gore was charmed to rapture, on be- 
holding this unusual attention in his wife 
to dress, since he interpreted it as arising 


ROSABELLA. 29? 

from her mortification in the morning 
arousing her from that arrogating folly 
her mother had encouraged. And when 
dinner passed without one allusion to the 
classics, and she had sufiered him to pro- 
nounce her dress remarkably becoming, 
ivithout evincing her usual contempt of 
personal admiration, his conviction of this 
eagerly panted for amendment acquired 
new strength : and when his child appear- 
ed with the dessert, and he beheld her 
gracefully performed caresses, he soared 
to the brightest visions of Coming do- 
mestic felicity, üntil his aerial structure 
was threatened with an overthrpw by one 
of her blundering alhisions« However, he 
was so fascinated by the expectation of 
her yet constituting his domestic happi- 
ness, that, for one lapse into former habit, 
he would not yield up the prospect of his 
hoped for Paradise. 

" But,'* continued Mrs. Gore, promptly 
perceiving, by the blush which mantled 
her husband's cheeks, that she had again 
committed herseif, and anxious to lead to 
a subject in which she flattered herseif she 
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could not err — ^^ But you have not told 
me the result of your donkey race ; — no 
fbrtber than the cheeks of Miss Frederick 
and Nelson proclaim its having done them 
an infinity of good — ^but, I mean» which 
won the plate ?" 

** Why, Nelson did,** Gore replied, 
archly smiling ; " for either Miss Frede- 
rick's steed, or her squire, were prodi- 
giously lazy, allowing Nelson to get a-head 
of her in elVery tack,^ 

*• Well, I have a tack of my own to go 
üppn now/' Said Mrs. Gore ; " and that 
bright blush of Miss Frederick's,. as you 
beitfayed her having been distanced by 
Nelson, quite determines my going upon 
it. The whole party shall sit for their pic- 
tures to me ; for I am convihced you will 
form an elegant group of gipsies, being all 
so beautiful/* 

*^ I fear your skill, transcendent as it is, 
Mrs. Gore," said Egremont, " will scarce- 
ly succeed in making a gipsy of Miss Fre- 
derick ; neitber eyes, hair, complexioii, nor 
the character of the countenance, corre- 
spond with that race*'* 
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** That does not signify/* repUed Mrs. 
Crore. '^ Sbe can readily be sopposed not 
to he a genuine one, but some stolen child 
they attached to them ; or, if she must be 
bronzed to render her cbaracteristic, I can 
easily tan her, and give her black hair; 
while, as to her eyes, we may cast them 
down, looking at some interesting object 
on a lower ground." 

** At Egremont, for instance, throM^ing 
a goose up to her^ he has just purloined 
from an honest farmer, för her dinner," 
Said Gore, archly. 

*• Nonsense, Horace ! I will not have 
my- project ridiculed, since I am deter- 
-fliined upon its execution.. But, I sup- 
pose, I must introduce myself as one of 
the g^oup» having, as I have been told, 
quite a gipsy countenance. Then, Mn 
Egremont's eyes and eyebrows are quite 
appropriate; and, as to my copper cap- 
tain, he is the exact tint; so that I shall 
Stretch ray canvass to-morrow, in readiness 
to commence/* 

" And then you will Stretch yöur ge- 
nius/' Said Gore; '^and, should you re« 
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quire an auxiliaiy in tlie formation of your 
design, you have Miss Frederick at hand 
to aid you, whose pencil in the art of 
grouping few can equal, I find ; and whose 
exquisite taste, in forming drapery, has 
spread her fame throughout our pro» 
vince/' 

*' And with justice/* said Egremont^ 
with animation; " since neyer shall I for- 
get the exquisite taste, — so chaste, so 
simple, and yet so attractive, with whicb 
you formed the drapery of Lady Meliora 
for the jubilee/' . . 

" Why, is it possible, Mr. Egremont, 
that you were at the .jubilee !" exclaimed 
Rosa, whose bright blushes at his praises 
were mingled with those of astonishment, 
at not having heard him mentioned by her 
friend» 

" I was, indeed, there. — ^But why lock 
so sui'prised at hearing. it ?'* 

^f Because / am surprised that you could 
have beeu there, and Meliora not mention 
you in her enumeration of the assem- 
Wage/' 

" Her ladyship was too much attracted 
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by the fascinatiotis of Mr. Henry O'Blaj:^' 
ney, to observ6 so insignificafit a being as 
I am," repHed Egremont, smiling in mp- 
ture on her, as her artless surprise at his 
being unnoticed by her friend seemed to 
convey some id^a of her own sentimentfl 
ofhioi. 

^ Or, perhaps» Lord Montalbert," sai4 
Gore, ^^ as I undärstand his lordship wasi 
there, is the possessor, I rather believe, of 
fascinations too; and is a d — ^lish good 
matrimonial speculation/' 

"I shotttd. think, .by every account of 
the two individuals," Said Ro^bella, ^Uhat 
Lord Montalbert would b? much more 
likely to monopolize the attention of any 
woman of tact, than Mr. O'Blarney, put 
matrimonial speculations out of the ques- 
tion ; which allow me to request you will 
do» while we talk of Lady Meliora, whose 
speculations relative to any man, believe 
me, would be upon the chance of happi« 
ness his mental perfections might -promise 
her ; not upon his rank or riches/' 

'* In Lord Montalbert, she might spe- 
culate upon both/' said Mrs. Gore } ^^ for. 
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speculate upon his chance of happiness 
with Lady Meliora ;" and then, turning to 
Egremont, sbe inquired— 

**How he came to get weary of thejubilee 
so soon, as not to form one of the dinner 
party, since she had met him at the very 
hour of the dinner?" 

** Disappointm^nt chased me from the 
gay assemblage/' he replied. •* The indi- 
Vidualy \7h0m a hope of meeting had at- 
tracted me thither to see^was absent ; when 
my good destiny influenced my flight, to 
lead me where happier success attended 
my wishes.'* 

The gentlemen made but a short sojourn 
in the dimng-room, after their fair attrac- 
tors left them; and, although MrSvGore 
renewed her musical exhibition, Egremont 
contrived to evince himself a better gene- 
ral than on the preceding evening ; for to 
Gore he consigned the torturing post he 
then had filled. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The foUowing mornihg Mrs. Gore appear- 
ed at breakfast in high beauty, and in the 
most. attractive temper; for two hours' 
study in her closet had bound her firmly 
in the ideal fancy, tbat rapidly turning the 
leaves of her grammar over, and repeating 
to her high satisfaction the words she 
found 4nost easy to articulate, was the sure 
road to the prompt and perfect attainment 
of a learned language. 

Under the influence of this corflial 
comfort of anticipating vanity, Mrs. Crore 
commenced the sketching of her group of 
gipsies immediately after breakfast, and 
thus confined the whole party to her paint- 
ing-room for several hoiirs that morning: 
but as his boy was in his arms, and bis wife 
quite an adept in the talent she was dis- 
playing, Gore was the happiest of the 
happy ; and Egremont, thus chained to the 
same spot with Rosabella, could form no 
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^isb for any other Station, had he not per« 
ceived a lajaguor in her counteuance, min* 
gled with that trait of melaacholy pensive- 
ness, the late unjfortunate catastrophe of 
the house-wreck had settled there ; and he 
became almost wild with anxiety for the 
Moment of emancipation to arrive, in 
which he could prOpose some excursion to 
beneüt her health. 

. At length the moment did anive, when 
Mrs. Gore liberated her gipsies from their 
Jong attendance; when, instaptly, Egre- 
mont proposed a donkey race between the 
qompetitors of the preceijing day, whicb, 
being immediately acce^ed to, the anxious 
fsAher took charge of bis child, and the 
0qually anxious lover again became equerry 
to the adored of bis heart. 

At this day's dinier Mrs. Gore conde- 
scended to be beautiful and pleasing ; and» 
as she committed only one error in one 
leamed allusion, so guarded was she be- 
come, that Gore was almost tempted to 
forgive the annoying part she was compel* 
Ung bim to take, so totally inconsistent 
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with the manly department» as attendingf 
to the management of bis houaehold« 

On the following moming, the vanity of 
Mrs. Gore having reported progress in her 
secret study, she attended the breakfast 
board in high spirits; and the moment 
that repast was ended, she recommenced 
her gipsy groiip ; but, in the course of her 
sketching to form the outline c^ her pio 
iure» not finding her fancy fertile in yield- 
ing her scenery to her wisbes» ghe deter- 
mined upon their sallying forth on donkeys 
m quest of a picturesque spot to pqrtray j 
and this project was no sooner formed than 
put into execution. 

Egremont was, as usual, the attentive 
attendant of Rosabella; and Gore took 
chai^ of bis wife and child ; and, in their 
extended ramble, so much of romantic 
»cenery preabnted itself to the delighted 
r^m I*"^ ^^^' ^^""^ ^^ Gore found 

tifid ihaa 1^1!?^ Wearing more beau- 
determined ^r^^^^^^'- She at length 

"»«w excursioDs ahould be re- 
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peated daily,iUntil she, Rosa^ with the two 
gentlemen, who could also sketch incom* 
parably from nature, took all the fine views 
in the neighbourhood, that she then might 
select whichever accorded most harmo- 
niously with her gipsy group. 

And nothing could have proved more 
auspicious to the hopes and wiahes of the 
deeply enamoured Egremont, than the 
completion of this project ; since five suc^ 
cessive dajs passed in wandering through 
woods and wilds, highlands and lowlands^ 
over piles of rocks and broken bridges^. 
where bis aid was in constant requisition i 
awakening new claims upon the gratitude 
of Rosa, leading her to rest her sole de* 
pendence upon him in every difficulty ; 
and erasing from her recollection, by this 
constant employinent in her service, how 
recently their aequaintance had coth- 
menced. All combined as passes to a 
heart before inclined to yield its tender af- 
fection to bis fascination, which never had 
been drawn more strikingly to her view, 
than whilst giving zest by the charms ot 
bis animäted conversation, and his assist* 
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ance with dignified grace, yet easy ob- 
liging good humor» to their repasts, ^hich 
they themselves spread out beneath some 
luxuriant tree, in the style of that race in 
the resemblance of which Mrs. Gore was 
toiling to perpetuate them. 

On their return to Myrtle Lodge from 
the last of these delightfui rambles, our 
party found Mr. Trench had arrived dur« 
ing their absence, and by no means sorry 
to partake of that tea with them, they 
had all been anxiously wishing for during 
the last mile of their march homewards. 

In compliment to Mr, Trench, the con- 
versation of this evening was a more ge- 
neral one, than Mrs. Gore's monopoly of 
attention to her musical exhi,bition had 
aljowed any to be since Rosa had become 
an . inmate at Myrtle Lodge } and as 
Egr^mont shone forth conspicuously in it, 
9he. fbund new causes for her admiration, 
whilst she, drawn out by the dexterous 
management of Mr. Trench to display to 
Mrs. Gore the attractions of feminine in- 
formation, comhined with winniüg unas- 
suming modesty, timidly betraying its 
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mental treasures. Egremont, on his part, 
feit more causes for fascinated approbation 
thrilling through his bosom ; and on such 
enchanting wings had the evening glided 
by to almost every indivldual of the party, 
that M^ith surprise the unwelcome hour of 
parting arrived ; and consolation was only 
to be sought for from the hope of such 
time-^beguiling companions often meeting, 
to renew their witching magic. 

When in her Chamber, poor Rosabella 
had to bewail her disappointment in no 
letter to her from Dublin having yet ar- 
rived; but soon Betty contrived to turn 
her thoughts from the pangs of wounded 
friendship and affectipn, by exclaiming, in 
the most doleful part of our heroine's la- 
mentation, for the silence of her long che- 
rishing friends — 

" Miss Rosa ! sure yourself isn't fret- 
ting about the silence of any one, when 
its capering in the Moon you ought to 
be for getting such ahusband as Mr. Egre- 
mont ; who is a hero in the king's brave 
army to boot, while 'tis an elegant pro- 
perty he must to a certainty be having. 
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any how, and long life to him! for bis 
heart must be as beautiful as your own, 
dear ; and tbat was what made it take so 
kindlytoyou, tbrough sympathy. 

^' And so, Miss Rosa, mysdf finds out 
tiiis el^ant property; bekease I am al- 
ways so cute, when things fals in roy way: 
and upon going to see Mrs. Kilbride to- 
day, I found ber stark mad with joy ; and 
well she might, for what had Captaui 
Egremont done, and success *to bim ! but 
sent bis old sarvant-boy Steel, to desire 
her to move, as soon as her sickness will 
let her, to her own deserted tenement; 
which he will fumish at bis own expense^ 
as a lodging-house for her livelibood ; and 
to promise, tbat he will employ an honest 
lawyer ; — ^but where will he get one» jewel ? 
— to secure the property from Kilbridei 
the rap of the world! — And more nor 
tbat, Miss Rosa, but bis noble heart has 
led him to promise, to make up to poor 
O'Flanagan the losses he has sustained*" 

On the subsequent moming, Mrs. Gore 
was early in the field, for demand upon 
the admiration, the talent she exhibited 
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in her painting-room could absolutely 
claim ; and although Mn Trench did not 
form one of . the group to be banded down 
to posterity by the pencil of the lovely 
artist, he attended the party to the easel^ 
to aid the general cheerfulness by his ever 
instructive or entertaining conversation. 

At length» however, Rosabella hav- 
ing sat her time to the fair artist» 
!Egreinont was the next object for por- 
traiture ; and Mr. Trench, remarking she 
looked languid, requested her to walk with 
him upon the lawn. 

Instantly and gratefully Rosa com- 
plied ; and not very long had they paced 
their way together, when her reverend 
companion inquired — " If she could form 
any idea of the cause, that infiuenced Mr. 
Sternham's endeavour to prevent her union 
with Mr. Egremont ? 

** He strängely misrepresented him, I 
find,, to you and Lady Derville,*' said Mr. 
Trench. " May I ask you to confide in 
me the particulars of his defamation ?'' 

Rosabella, although infinitely embar- 
rassed, yet believing she might fully trust 
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lo tlie discretion of Mr. Trench fof ne 
evil cönsequence arising from her unre- 
served communication, complied with his 
request ; when nothing could surpass his 
astonishment at her recital, but his Indig- 
nation at a man of sacred Function dis- 
gracing his profession, by concurring and 
giving utterance to such malevolent false- 
hoods. 

•* And, all so open to prompt detection," 
continued Mr. Trench ; ** since nothing 
but the seclusion you have lived in, with 
your removal hither, could have veiled his 
calumnies from immediate detection. 
However, nothing of Mr. Sternham*s in- 
explicable discouragements could find in- 
fluence over the devoted lover, in leading 
him to relinquish his pursuit o£ you. 

" But, my dear Miss Frederick, as you 
have received a character so completely to 
depreciate poor Egremont in your favour 
from one divine, another must strive to 
counteract the poisons contained in that 
malevolent misrepresentation ; and there- 
fore, on my sacred word, — on the power 
which an intimate knowledge of bis mind 
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and disposition, through being his pre- 
ceptor, has afForded me, I can to a positive 
certainty assure you, that a man more 
sound in religious principles, in honor, 
integrity of heart, or more perfect in 
every excellence, is not to be found upon 
earth than he is:— and from knowing him 
so weU, loving him parentally, you cannot 
wonder that his happiness should deeply 
interest liie ; and as a measure I feel con- 
viction will insure to him the blessing of 
domestic felicity, I own his union with 
you is the earnest wish of my heart» 

" You doubtlessly wonder, my dear 
Miss Frederick, how I, who never had 
the happiness ofinterch anging even a pass- 
ing civility with you, until a few days 
since, should feel so thoröugh a conviction 
of your excellence : but you know, I was 
a parent, — ^blessed in a child. — I had s^ 
son, and when I lost him, you lost ä zeal- 
ous, an admiring friend. — ^You — ^you re- 
member Augustus, Miss Frederick/' 

" Oh ! Sir, could any dne who ever 
knew — ^forget him ?" responded Rosabella, 
in a tone that subdued at once the parent's 

TOL. I. p 
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firmness. Mr. Trench borst into tears; 
und Bo dkl our hercnne) who w^ in sym- 
jwthy wikh the fitther, and in Teg»ei for 
tiie wa. 

At length, the submissive piety of Mr. 
Trench, exertii^ its influ^ice, subdued hts 
tears^ and after a little stmgg^e for an 
un&ltering articnlation, he proceeded. 

^^ Augustus was my oidy chfld ; aad 
when it was the will of Heaven to be« 
reave me of his estimaUe mother, he be« 
came my only treasure ; and a rieh one he 
was ; for in heart and mind, in virtaes and 
talentsy what stores were in him combined ! 
•■—He was my pride, and my consolaticm — 
his bright exceUence poured pure balm 
into my wounded spirit, and — bnt it was 
the will of Heaven to take him to his 
more appropriate Station; and although 
the pai^ that rent him from me was a 
dire one — I trust, I have borne it as I ought. 

^' Although my boy was some years ju* 
nior to my papil, yet, from kindred hearts 
and minds, the strongest attachment sprang 
up between themj and each, I bdievct 
participated in e\ery thought of the otker. 
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My excellent pupil, tfaerefore, w» no 
stranger to tfae dawn and progresB of mj 
ch]ld*8 jovenile passion for you ; and be- 
lle ved with me, it wovld become an im* 
«lienable one : and with me rejoiced in tbe 
prospect of our dear Aqgustus meeting a 
heart aad mind congenial to bis own. 

*• I perceive, by your start of surprise, 
And the emotions of sensibility, whicfa a 
conntenance elo^ent in expreasion por- 
trays, tfaat the attachmmit of my child to 
you, Misü Fredmck, wbs uasuspected by 
you :«-bat it was strong and tender. 

*^ Perbaps you may not remember, — but 
I do— for all that eoncerned him has 
fonnd bis fatfaer's memory a retentive one 
— that your first interview was in the cabin 
of a man, who was djdng of a pulmonary 
complaint.— »Augustus was there to give 
his ever ready pity's-gtft, when you ar* 
rived with an affering from your own pri- 
vation..— You came with a smali quantity 
of choice fruit, your daiiy present } and 
the kindness, that marked your gentle 
compassiooating manner to the sufiering 
man, arrested the attention of my hoy, 
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and fixed bis admiration; which was not 
likely to find diminution, when from a do- 
mestic of ours^ whose sister was in the 
nursery at Ravenswood, he learned^ * that 
offering of humanity was your own al- 
lotted portion for the day, from which you 
resolutely abstained to benefit a suffering 
fellow-being.' 

** Such an instance of compassion and 
forbearance in a child so young — for you 
could not have been more thän ten .years 
old, Miss Frederick — was not likely to fail 
in its . Impression upon the heart of Au- 
gustus i nor did it fail in efiect upon any 
heart in my parsonage ; fi^r it stamped 
upon mine a füll conviction of what ex- 
cellence was enshrined in the budding 
blossoms of innocence |ind beauty ; and I 
have no doubt, laid the.foundation in tbe 
heart of my pupil of that passion, which 
is now in its füll glow for you ; as £gre- 
mont was then on a visit with me. Having 
taken bis degree most honorably to him- 
self in the College of Dublin, and just en- 
^tered the army, he was at St Leonardas to 
bidme a long farewell j and therefore, all 
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diat Augustus thought of you, and glean- 
ed from the before-mentioned servant of 
your transcendent goodness, was itnparted 
to him ; and ere the departure of my be- 
loved pupil, he revealed his hopes to me, 
that in this lovely child of promise, under 
Lady Derville's guardianship, Augustus 
had found his future blessing. 
' ^^ An introduction for me, and my poor 
boy, at Ravenswood^ was incompatible 
with the Strange abhorrence Mr. Stem-^ 
ham has ever bome to me ;-^however» 
most unexpectedly» Augustus at length 
met you at the Bishop of •— ^s ; and after 
a residence of two months beneath the 
same roof with you, he returned to tnC' 
with the most tender affection of his heart 
riveted on you ; and when you came back 
to Ravenswood, not a day elapsed wherein 
the youthful lover did not hear some af- 
fecting tale from the lip of gratitude, öf 
the pitying kindness of the young votary 
of benevolence^ who was enshrined within 
his heart. 

** During all this time, Augustus carried 
on a regulär correspondence with Egre- 
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znont, and all my böj was enchanted by 
at the Bifhop of —-«-% irith everylral/of 
benevolence he subsequently 
was promptlj ddmeated to bis Sriend. 

^* Bnt at lengthy mj dear young 
— tar may I not caSlßi^ui her whom I 
had fondly hoped one day to call my 
daughter ?— »my hapes were blarted, and 
my heart was rent ; for all tbat gilded life 
finr me was wrested from me; aad all 
tbat was left me was^ to prepare fi>r my 
sommons to a better woiid. 

^^ Yoa now see» my dear Miss^Frede» 
rick/^ Mr. Treiich at lengtb contmued» 
resolotely conqiiering bis rising tears, and 
struggiing for composure ; *' tbat I am in- 
terested by no common causes for yon; 
and tbat no common interest impds my 
anxiety for yonr union with a man, whom 
I know :«— can my child look down from 
bis State of bliss upon us, be will smile bis 
approbatiöD, as a being formed to make 
you bappy :-~for it seemed, as if Augustus 
had cherished a wish for this union taking 
place; since the last lines be ever wrof^e 
were addressed to bis friend, recommend^ 


lüg him strongly never to enter into aoy 
x»atfimoiiial engagement, until he bad be» 
come acquamted with Rosabella Frede« 
Fick; to learn from Observation of ber^ 
what a w(»nan ougbt to be to ibrm the 
coxiiiidHial ba}]^ine8s of a man of seose, of 
religioQ, and of fedtng. 

<^ Of thi3 letter I ktiew notbing until a 
few moBths since, vfhea Egremont re^ 
turned from the Feidnsula, covered with 
lactrelft ; but with health so impaired, tbat 
his native atr it was believed could alone 
restore it ; and I9 alas ! thougbt I was fated 
to lose another cbild in him, 

^^ In our frequent confidential conversa^ 
tions, he at length informed me of thi$ 
letter; which with former accounts, and 
unceaaing beautiful anecdotes of your 
goodness, awakened interest almost pain- 
fal in his bosom for you, whom he had 
never then beheld. 

" Very shortly after, his importunate cu- 
riosity was gratified; he obtained a view 
unobserved by her he eagerly contem- 
plated«~*Of all that view awakened you 


520 ROSABELLA. 

are now fuUy awäre; but ere he gave 
reins to his passion, or sought by every 
stratagem again and again to behold you, 
he informed me of all tbat was arising in 
his . heart, springing up on the basis ad- 
miration for your mental excellence long 
had reared ; and entreated me to teil him 
candidly, shbuld he seek the reciprocation 
of his passion, and shoyld Rosabella be 
doomed ultimately to prove his wedded 
blessing, whether it would augment the 
pangs of my parentally wounded heart ? 

" Promptly and sincerely I assured him, 
that it would prove balm to my wounds ; 
for that to see his health reinstated, his 
happiness insured, was all that was left 
me to wish for here; or that could gild 
my declining years with beams of joy. 

" From that moment of my solemn as- 
surances, he has been your invisible sha- 
dow ; never appearing to you in the sta- 
tions he concealed himself in for his ad- 
miring observations, lest he should alarm 
or offend you ; untü at length, terror at 
the danger his anxiety portrayed you in 
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led him to the Intention of presenting him- 
seif before you; when through bis fall 
humanity led you to seek bim. 
. " You already know, my dear young 
friend, tbe subterfug« of Mr. Sternbam, 
to turn your lover from bis pursuit of you ; 
and tbat we discovered he was deceiving 
£gremont, to prevent bis introduction at 
Ravenswood : and in consequence of tbis, 
we considered it no breacb of moral or. 
bonorable law to subvert bis projectff» 
wbatever tbey migbt spring from, if we 
could. — ^Your immediate reraoval to Myr- 
tle's Town, witb my nephew Coming so 
opportunely to reside bere, proved auspi- 
cious auxiliaries to our plans; and sin- 
cerely I trust, will turn out auspicious 
also to your mutual bappiness. — Tbe at* 
tacbment of Egremont to you is fixed — is 
unalienable; and I bope now you know 
bis wortb from unquestionable testimony, 
tbat be may not be doomed to tbe misery 
of finding ypur heart insensible to bis me- 
rits." 

" Indeed, I sbould tbink, Sir," return- 
^d Ilosa~>wbo bad proved far from an in- 
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sensate aiiditress of the.4>arent's recital 
relative to bis son ; now blasbing in con- 
scious bashfulness upon thus being called 
upon by the expecting pause <^ Mr. 
Trench for a reply :— ** I. sboold think, 
Sir, it were scarcely poesible for Mr. Egre- 
mont ultimately to prove an unsuccessful 
woocr to any woman with a disengaged 
keaii:.— -But, as to myself, I cannot feel 
comfoftable in bis addressing me, without 
the sanction of my beloved protcctress,— 
I feel, as if I was reprebensibly entering 
upon a clandestine measure ; as if disre- 
garding the influence of gratitude's best 
principles ; and tbese feeKngs, believe me, 
Sir, must impede the progress of Mr. 
Egremont in my affections," 

*^ But let them not, I beseech you, most 
praiseworthy Rosabellar' exclaimed Mr. 
Trench, taking her band with approba* 
tion's energy j ** Let nothing impede his 
progress in your affeetions, since the clan- 
destine appearances^ we have assiimed are 
only to be continued, believe me, ^aül 
your lover's hopes are raised to a security, 
that may defy the misrepresentations of 
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Mr. Steraham ; until in your gentle boaom 
may be found an influence, to lead ycm to 
subvert or disregard the machinations of 
malevolence : then, my dear young fmnd» 
should this happy vision b« realiaed to 
Egremont,-«! am to be the willing dele- 
gate, sent with the praposals of ao ui^^x- 
eeptiooably honorahle man, to your kiod 
protectress for you. AU this we bav« 9Xt 
ranged; but until assured we bave your 
wishes for our luccess in tbe itiiportaiit 
negotiation, vhy should we tubject our«' 
selves to the ungracipus repulses of the 
s&vage man, who seems to goYern Lady 
Derville? or by laying before him our 
hopes and wishes, yield him the prompt 
power to circumvent them ?*'* 

At this moment Egremont, liberated 
from bis Station in the paintiqg^room, 
made bis appearance to the brightly visible 
sufibsion of Rosabella's glowing cheeks» 
and the perceptible perturbation of her 
bosom: nor were these vi^ifole tjfmptoms 
of agitation decreased, when Egremont 
^ew to her, took her band with a^gentl» 
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pressure, and drew it through bis arm de- 
claring : — 

^^ He must seize perforce the honour 
of supporting ^her in her walk ; since she 
looked fatigued." 

^* Quite pale with that fatigue/' said 
Mr. Trench smiling. 

''Tlushed, you mean, dear Sir,'' ex- 
claimed Egremont in alarm, whoUy un- 
conscious of what his presence had effect- 
ed. — ^* Rosa, dear Rosa, speak — teil to 
me, are you really much subdued by your 
walk?" 

^< No, not in the least, indeed Mr. 
Egremont— unless Mr. Trench is; and 
then, I had rather— -a great deal, — infi- 
nitely, return to the painting-room to 
rest ;" Ro^ faesitatingly repUed. 

" No, no," said Mr. Trench, " you 
need not return to the painting-room, for 
any purpose visible, at least ; and as you 
have confessed yourself so robust, as to be 
still unwearied from the toil of Walking, I 
shall leave you to the care of this young 
gentleman } who never thought of ofiering 
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his supporting arm to poor subdued me ; 
who now, in dudgeon with him for this 
unnatural inattention, will take myself off 
to a family Conference within ; and leave 
him to the punishment of witcbing wiles 
and magic charms/' 

" Not without me, Sir/* Rosa exclatm- 
ed, attempting to follow him ; but Egre- 
iDont with tender force detained her, and 
soon by the persuasive eloquence of love, 
led her unresistingly to prolong her walk 
with him, until his own apprehensions^ for^' 
her induced him to terminate their inte- 
resting promenade, lest she should suffer 
through fatigue. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

A WEEK now glided hy at Myrtle Lodge 
without tbe occurrencr of any incident 
worthy of record; except that the pro* 
gress of Egremont in the affection of Ro- 
sabella was such, that ere it anived at its 
tennination, he won pennission from her 
to make his applicatioa to Lady Derville, 
as soon as her receipt of a letter from 
Dublin permitted her addressing her lady- 
ship upon the subject ; as from berself 
she thought the first intimation of so im- 
portant a circumstance ought to come. 
But keenly wounded by the continued si- 
lence of Lady Meliora, after her melan- 
choly detail of her providential escape 
from a watery grave, and of the dire 
destruction to all her hopes from the 
Communications of Antonia*; she feit an 
indignant glow mingied with her pained 
affection, which forbade her entering upon 
anv confidential subject, until this unkind 
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as inexplicable silence should terminate; 
fbr she feit conviction, that it was not 
caused hy the illness of any of her absent 
frieiidsy sinoe in that event she would 
liave been sent for express to perform the 
part of principal nurse ; as, whoever had 
been'ill for the last three years at Ra* 
venswood, that was the post which she 
bad constantly filled. 

Upon the last evening of this event- 
less week, a letter arrived frotn Lady Der- 
ville herself to our heroine ; but so frigid, 
-^80 formal, — so heartless, it overwhelmed 
poor Rosabella with the most severe af- 
fliGtion of wounded sensibility and aflfec« 
tion ; for in it was a ehillihg condolence 
upon her late alarm, and tercnination to 
her hopes of a reunion with her family ; 
with advice couched more in the form of 
a command, for her immediately proceed^ 
ing to Mrs. Deborah Sternham, at Pippin 
Grove, under the safe escort of Mr. Stern» 
hatn, who would arrive at Myrtle's Town 
. for that kind pnrpose, in a very few hours 
after the receipt of her ladyship's intimar 
tion of hia friendly intention. 
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This letter, so torturing to the suscep- 
tibilities of Rosa's affectionate and grate- 
ful heart, which she received when she 
retired for the night, chased sleep firom 
her pUlow. Many a tear she shed at 
conduct so new, so stränge, in her hi- 
therto most kind and maternal benefac- 
tress; and no small degree of alarm she 
experienced at the idea of Mr. Stemham's 
Visit to Myrtle's Town ; since she doubted 
not, but bis displeasure on finding her 
an inmate of the same dwelling with a man, 
whom he had so inexplicably misrepre- 
sented, would lead him to the adopdon 
of new malevolence, to effect her Separation 
irom Egremont for ever. 

Egremont knew nothing of the arrival 
of this unwelcome letter, nntU the sub- 
sequent morhing, when, upon his eager 
scrutiny of the countenanceof hisbeloved, 
be developed her mental disquietude ; and 
the moment they were left to a täte d tete 
after the termination of breakfast, by the 
magic of that influence he had acquired 
over her mind, he lured from her the.fuU 
cause of her evident distress« 
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The sympathy awakened in the bosom 
of the adoring Egremont for the wounded 
susceptibilities of bis beloved Rosa, was 
rapidly superseded by the most indignant 
glow of resentment, at her being offered 
no . Option relative to her visit at Pippin 
Grove, and at the presumption of Mr. 
Sternham's Coming to perform her escort, 
ere if^was known whether she chose to 
accompany him or not. Whilst he was 
giving utterance to the efiervescence of 
bis displeasure, Mr. Trench ehtered the 
room ; but, on perceiving whose Ute d 
tite he had inadvertently interrupted, was 
hastily retreating, when Egremont re* 
quested him to stay ; and in a tone of 
hauteur electrifying to our heroine, who 
bad only seen him as the gentle obsequious 
lover, he informed bis friend of the un- 
ceremonious conduct adopted towards Miss 
Frederick. 

" My dear Sir,*' he then continued, 
with cheeks flushed by indignation, ^' can 
I suffer my Rosa to be thus insulted by 
having others presume to determine for 
her? Shall I permit her to be degraded 
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by the insolence a£ a miscreant, who dared 
to de&me the purhy of her intentions, ap- 
pearing here to claim the honour of e»* 
corting her to that solitary confinement 
Lady Derville has obligmgly sentenced her 
to? Ohl DO, no^ and therefore I call 
jipon your prdPessional aid, dear Sir, to 
give her^ without delay> that consequence 
in the iivorld her virtues so jusüj merit. 
And you, Rosabellat I impiore yoa not 
to withhold your assent to investing me 
iostantly with a husband^s right to pro* 
tect*you from every insult; to turn firom 
your gentle susceptible bosom every shaft, 
that could aim at wounding it through un- 
kindness and neglecf 

•* My dear ardent friend/* Mr. Trench 
replied» " you forget, in your natural 
solicitude to shield this most amtable 
young creature from insuh and unkind- 
ness, that she is under age ; and without 
the consent of her guardian, my profession 
cannot aid you/* 

" I know, Sir, she is a minor, and all 
consequent impediments," responded Egre* 
mont impatientiy, '* but Scotland is not at 
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an ixameasurable distance. I wi^ you to 
accompany our immediate expedition thi- 
ther, and thröugh your presence to sustain 
my Rosa by your sanction to the measure, 
and to tie that sacred knot» tfaat will bind 
US mutuaUy, I trust» to happiness in each 
other/' 

^^ I am ready, at your ccmimand»" said 
Mr* Trencb, ^' and absolutely think it will 
be the most judicious measure you can 
adopt, ibf at once tenpinating the inex- 
plicaUe projects of Mr. Sternham/' 

** Oh! Sir, Mr. Trench! Mr. Egre- 
moBt!'' exelaimed Rosabella, almost un* 
able to articulate from the bpunding of 
her fluttering beart, and trerabling firom 
varied emotion, ^^^ I cannot, indeed I can- 
not give my assent to this faasty measure« 
— I never never can become a wi£s, with- 
out asking, at least, the concurrence of my 
benefactress/' 

^' But, my Rosa, my own adored, in« 
estimable Rosa/' said Egremont, in a 
tone of melting tendemess, taking her 
band, as he se^ted himself by her, ^* has 
she not forfeited her claim to this attentive 
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duty from you by her present unkindness, 
her most unfeeling conduct, — nay, I may 
call it her cruel and insulting conduct ?" 
. '* Oh ! no, no, no/' said Rosabella, with 
animated fervour ; *^ Lady Derville has not 
forfeited her claim, — can never forfeit her 
daims upon my gratitude, let her be led 
to whatsoever unkindness she may by the 
influence of my implacable enemy Mr. 
Sternham. But, you know not, Mr. Egre- 
m(Mit, the nature of my obligations to Lady 
Derville; you never would allow me to 
teil you of th^m ; then listen to me now, 
and, in the presence of Mr. Trench, leam 
all I owe to her; and then I feel con« 
viction you both will concur in pro- 
nouncing, I cannot become a wife without 
her approbation. 

" You.believe, like the rest ofbur neigh- 
bourhood, that I am the ward of Lady 
Derville, left to her care by my parents, 
when they embarked for the continent, 
where they have been since detained by 
the calamities of Europe, through the ty- 
rannic power of the usurping ruler over 
all destinies. But I have more than once 
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intimated to you my insulation ; though in 
your kind anxiety to spare me a distressing 
recital of past calamities, you would not 
hear me, Mr. Egremont : and altbough to 
you I was grateful for that consideration, 
as well as for other things of even more 
importance ; yet, I must not suffer you to 
monopolize all my gratitude.'' 

Kosabella, now no longer opposed by 
Egremont, proceeded to detail the history 
of her own hapless alienation from her mo- 
ther, her kindred, her total ignorance of 
her patemal name. 

The interest of the adoring Egremont 
was intense from the commencement of 
her brief narrative of her infant derelic- 
tion; but as she proceeded to state the 
cause of the Spaniard's cruelty, through 
the inspirations of jealousy on finding her 
hapless mother weeping over the portrait 
and hair of her first husband, his inter* 
est became tinctured by some evidently 
painful sensations; as she proceeded, his 
sympathizing and attentive preceptor be- 
held horror and despair diffusing itself 
over every line of his expressive coun- 
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tenance ; and when Rosab^a came to her 
final close of all she yet knew of her sad 
history» he fdil on the sofa beaide her in a 
death resembling swoon. 

The terror and distress of Bosabella 
seither sought nor could have efiected 
ooncealment at this moment« In an agony 
she hung over his inanimate form, im- 
ploring Mr. Trench to restore him ! — be- 
seeching him to impart to her the cause of 
so dire a consequence ? 

** The cause I very well know,** at 
length fidtered out the terribly agitated 
Mr. Trench, ^* But do not be thus alarm- 
ed, my dear Miss Frederick. He— lie has 
been subject to such Indisposition, since 
his health was undermined upon the pe- 
ninsula ; and — ^and, I know it will subdue 
him again when he revives, aa i^eedily 
he will, to see you thus agitated : — ^there- 
fore^ I implore you, if indeed you regard 
him» to fly from this spot, and send Gore, 
instantly send Gore, but no one eise hither. 
—And, dear dear child of my tender in- 
terest, I beseech you to call up all your 
firmnei^ :--walk — walk if it is possihle a 
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few tums ixpon the terrace, to rebrace 
your unstrung nerves, shaken by your own 
sfiecting narrative, and this unexpectecL 
attack upon them. Indeed I would not 
recommend your remaining here ; for it 
would only be to overwhelm bis faculties 
again^ was he to behold you thus agi- 
tated:" and with a tremulous grasp he 
caught her band, and led her to the door. 

Rosabella, now pale as the inanimate 
Egremont, and with a hes^ chilled by 
anticipating bor ror, which this precipitate 
hnrrying her from a spot where she might 
have been of use powerfuUy awakened, — 
obeyed Mr. Trench in summoning Cs^tain 
Gore; but then winged her way to her 
own apartment, where dosing herseif in, 
arhe sunk upon her knees, and in all the 
agony of heart which a dhre suspicion had 
awakened, implored the Mercifal Ruler of 
the universe, *' to avert the dreadful ca- 
lamity from her, of finding in the man 
she too tenderiy loved that brother, whom 
for years she had prayed to be permitted 
to see, and find deserving of her aflfec- 
tion ;'' and only by incessant and fervent 
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suppltcations to Heaven for fortitude, did 
our poor heroine preserve her almost fleet- 
ing senses from subjugation, during the 
long interval in which she was left to en- 
dure the conflict of her dreadful appre- 
hensions. 

At length Mrs. Gore beciame a candi- 
date for admission, and entered with a 
bottle of sal volatile in her band ; and with 
a countenance in which was strongly por* 
trayed curiosity mingled with commise- 
ration : — ^instantly she clasped the trem- 
bling Rosabella to her bosom with much 
kindness, exclaiming as, she did so— 

" Oh ! Miss Frederick ! what on the 
face of the eärth can have happened? 
Horace has just appeared to me like one 
possessed^ importuning me to leave my 
studies, to seek you out and pay you every 
attention, that pitying humanity could dic' 
täte, for that a discovery had just been 
xnade to prevent the possibiiity of your 
Union with Egremont ; and to prepare you 
for inevitable Separation/' 

The respiration of Rosabella now failed 
her, and her head sunk in unconsciousness 
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lipon the bosom of Mrs. Gore, who pre- 
served sufficient self-possession, to raise 
her in her arms upon her bed^ then to open 
a window and apply the sal-volatile to her 
nose. 

The Suspension of Rosabella's faculties 
was of short duration, for promptly her 
eyes unclosed» sighs were unchained from 
her heaving bosom, and a violent burst of 
tears seemed to prevent the threatened 
bursting of her heart, and lowly and tre- 
mulously she articulated in the convulsive 
sdbs of anguished emotion : 

** Oh ! dearest Madam, can you — can 
you teil me how he is now ? 

*' He is recovered from his swoon : but, • 
like you, overwhelmed with agonizing an- 
guish,** said Mrs. Gore. " But what can 
be the dire matter, that can induce Egre- 
mont, the adoring Egremont, to fly from 
you witbout even a parting interview j and 
to set off almost directly with Uncle 
Trench? — But when Horace told me all 
this, he ought to have announced to me 
the cause of tbis terrible effect, or how am 
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I to find out meaas to confort you, how 
]irepare you for the ¥F0f8t V* 

''Ob, Maaamr Rosnbeäa famOy arti* 
Gttbted^ *^ Hearen alcoe can yield me 
consolation if my suspicions are just ; cmxi 
wise my faculties to thetr poverfuUy calied 
fat animatkm of gratitude, on having tbis 
dkcovery made, ere it migjbtt be horror,, 
despair» madness^ evc» to glance at it: — 
fi>f ohl Mra. Gore» tccrified anticq>atioii 
S0IU1& throiigh tnj dismayed bosoia that 
he is my brother/' 

** Your brother! your ofwit brother!" 
teiterated Mr& Groce^ sinki^ orerpowered 
\vith horror and axnazement on a chair by 
the becWde« 

A moumfttl pause dow ensued^ and a 
tfaousand times Rosa wished in vain for the 
absectce of her compianion^ that on her 
knees sbe might devoudy implore fertitnde 
from the merciful ytelder of all blessings ; 
but Mrs. Gore departed not, neither did 
ehe attempt ooe efbrt at consolationJHbr 
sihie bad attoinred whatever finer ^^^Kpg^ 
the heart she might once have possobed^ 
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to rast OB tfbe tmcloaiDg hinges of maction, 
whibt she had dedicaied her whde time 
to the acqnirement of showy accosiplish- 
metits^ aitd in ih& wÜd ignis Jatuies dias6 
of an impostor knowledge.^ tfaerefore of 
all vromeüy wfaom ü cocdd have been the 
fate of pfoor Rosabella to liave had iEoamed 
£>r her compznum m such a moiaent of 
trial, nofie conld have proved more iii<^ 
adeqnate to a task^ wfaich ought to be 
most genial to a woman's mmd— ^that of 
soothing sorroir, and leading the woondedi 
heart to seek bahns, wbere mercy^s dis-^ 
tillations drop down the assuasire influ* 
ence, which, if it heals not, yieids the 
gentle power of patiesice to endure, 

At lengtb a carriage rapidly driven üota 
the stable yard to the hall door electrified 
poor Rosabdla with a pang of anguisbed 
grief scarcely to be sustained, and instant« 
Ijr she Started firom her bed, altbough un» 
conscioQS wby ahe did so.*^-»In a momefnt 
more, a Ungerin^ step along the passagef^ 
approacbing ber apartments, fitled her 
with terrori hcf heact sickened, her fa« 
coltie9 geemed agam to threaten suspeafh* 
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sioii, she could no longer stand, and sink^ 
ing into a chair, she awaited the fearful 
expectation that Egremont now, as her 
brother, was come to bid her distracted 
farewell for ever. 

A gentle, but tremulous tap called Mrs. 
Gore to the door, who there beholding 
her uncle, unhesitatingly admitted him. 
With a countenance blanched by dismay 
and pitying sympathy, and with tears 
scarcely amenable to control trembling in 
his eyes, he entered the room, and con- 
vulsively grasping the icy band of Rosa* 
bella, in the tone of subduing emotion 
addressed her — 

" I hope Mrs. Gore has peirformed, my 
dear Miss Frederick, the distressing part, 
which alas ! through necessity we have 
been compelled to assign her, that of 
preparing you for the afflicting departure, 
even without a parting interview, which 
a too cruel destiny has pronounced in- 
evitable, — You cannot believe, my most 
peculiarly interesting young friend, that 
the happiness of her, w^om I once fondly 
hoped to call my daughter, of her, whom 
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but a few hours since I vainly hoped soon 
to behold the ivife of the most beloved 
of all my frienda, is an object of indiffe- 
rence ^to me ; that I could see its dearest 
hopes suddenly and calamitously threat- 
ened with annihilation, without the most 
poignant feelings of sympathy. You must 
therefore be assured, I would not suffer 
your susceptible heart to be thus painfully 
assailed unnecessarily ; and that arbitrary 
reasons of invincible power command this 
Separation, and command it to be prompt ; 
and for both your sakes without the tor« 
iure of an adieu. And although in cruelly 
we are compelled to leave you, without 
explanations of the fatal cause that thus 
^vers you £rom your great prospect of 
every mortal felicity, yet be assured it 
would yet be greater cruelty to reveal 
to you the source of a Separation, that 
blasts your lover's hopes of haj^iness, I 
fear, for ever." 

" Oh, Sir," sofüy murmured out the 
tortured Rosabella, in a tone of pathos 
that thrilled'through the seat of pity in 
bis bosom, ** answer me but oiie question j 
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•^**yet amwer it, I coqjure you !— Is he— oc 
16 he not jny brotfaer ?" 

" No, on my sacred wcml» & fe «o/ your 
brother >--iio, Äe is not your hroiher^^* »• 
sponded Mr. Trench ; and whfle in a fal- 
tering tone he repeated this aasurance, 
* tears gushed firom bis eyes» and precipi* 
tately riamg from bis seat» he Aed to a dis* 
tant window. 

Rosabella bdield not this emotion; a 
lensation analogous to joy seemed to warm 
^ chilled action of her heart» and for 
one moment to uspend dl recollection 
but of the welcome soünd^ ^^ he isnotjoia 
brother;'' 

In 4 ßew moment« Mr. Trench remand« 
ed some little stock of flnnnefls to its post» 
and agaki reseating hiptiself, he said— 

** My very dear yoting friend, your 
Stores of piety will be now your great- 
est treasqre, they will teach you fortitude 
to bear your present affliction, and yield 
you reaignation to submit to the will of 
Hirn, who cannot err, ahould it prove bis 
decree, that your union with my almost 
distracted fnend ig never to take place. 


" .From that poor fiiend, I have the 

Charge of many mesiagei to ^ deliver to 

you; but ali ao unconnected, so unlike 

hmiself^ that I warcely knovr how to 

proceed in their deltvery >^but he bid me 

teil you he could not wiite them to you^ 

and Heaven knowa he couUi not : fbr he 

made the ottempt» and Gore and I feared 

it would aubjngate his fiiciüties, aad coi>- 

aign hnn for wedcs again to the helpless 

couch of insensibiilty» which ^e direfcd 

<3ause of yoar prment aepaiation has al-^ 

ready done: bat I aia to teil you, that 

he impiores you not ! to acconipany Mr. 

Stemham to his $ister'», never to retwn 

to the protection of Lady Derviile» unle«s 

recalled to it with that tenderness and 

respect yonrexcelience Iias daim to ; since 

he, iriiilst life is «pared to him^ wül be 

yonr guardian and piotector, through the 

agency of Captain Gore or my seif« With 

the Gores he now importunes you to re- 

xnain^-^uniess» after all tiiings, Myrtle 

Lodge becomes a spot of disoomfort to 

you : — aod shoold that be so, I importune 

you from mys^lf to make St» Leonard'« 
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Rectory your home, where you will find a 
chaperon and companion in one of the 
most amiable women in existence, a wi- 
dowed sister of my own. But it is not 
in. a moment of agitation like this, that 
you can turn your thoughts to compa- 
rative trifles; — ^therefore» my dear cbild, 
when you can make your decision, inform 
Gore of it, for I shall be far away from 
you; since with Egremont I am going 
now to Spain, in pursuit of that clew» 
which we, alas ! fear we have found to re* 
»tore you to your mother'sr arms/' 
. ** To Spain Sir ! ! — To restore me to 
my mother l !" Rosa wildly articulated« 
with senses almost chased by amaze^ 
ment 

" Yes, beloved of my only, my lament- 
ed . child ; — Yes, beloved of my dearest 
friend, the moment some hasty arrange- 
ments can be made, we. set out upon our 
anxious way to Alava»" said Mr. Trench, 
tenderly. taking her band, and drawing 
the agitated victim of contending conflicts 
of emotion, to rest. her trembling temples 
against bis patemally sympathizing bosom. 


wr 
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•* But shall I say, most interesting Rosa, — 
our fondly cherished — yet I fear, alas ! 
delusive hope is, that the clew we have 
in our possession may prove a deceptive 
one ; for sbould it indeed lead us to your 
mother, then must the Separation of you 
and Egremont for ever become inevita- 
ble. 

** Rosa, dear inestimable Rosa, tremble 
not thus ! — ^be not thus dismayed, for the 
failure of our clew bereaves you not of the 
Chance of still finding your mother in some 
other individual, — ^when every fair and 
promising smile of happiness and prospe«- 
rity will again await you with the man; 
Dirho although adoring you, yet must ifiy 
you ; and on the pinions of rapidity must 
I bear him from you — miare i^eedily to 
terminale the tortures of su^ense, which 
in one ev^it lengthens the idflictiön of 
unnecessary suffering ; and in the dire al- 
ternative, impedes Submission to the irre- 
vocable decrees of Heaven» 

'* But how I shall bear him hc^ce, is 
a question that makes me tremble ; since 
for mental agpnies like his, > wh^e yet 
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sb^l I find balms ? For mentid wouads, 
wliich love's assuasive influence had heal* 
ed^ again reat open, how shaU I find a 
eure i And bow, having behdid the enr 
chantments of Hope's regioQs, how caa 
he sustaia the dire, the dreary reverse of 
his desolated happiaess ? How, oh ! how 
can he endure the anguished conviction 
of having, hy his resi^tless supplications 
for your pity, dispelled the aunbeam of 
your bosom's peace? 

^^ Yet, dear inestimable Rosa, liiat I 
tnay have one bahn in störe, to aid bis 
own sure fiource of fortitude, when tiie 
present dreadfid couflict in bis mind can 
yield to balmy influence, give me power 
to assure bim from you, that you will 
aot present Mr. Sternham with means to 
effect that separatton, which even your 
present apparently cruel destiny may not 
have decreed, byJnforraing htm, tbrougfa 
Lady Perville, of the attachment formed 
between Egremont and you :— for should 
3^u be doomed no more to nueet, it 
wouid prove unnecessary information, disk 
tresriog to your sensitive feelings» and 
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more particularly so to have it known, 
when, at Bome future period, a more for<- 
tunate man— but no, I cannot . for my 
poor friend's sake pursue that ctuel sup* 
Position» for to him it would, I know, 
prove annihilation } but should a kinder 
&te await us in this menace to yomr 
lusdon faappily proving the phantom of 
error» and that Egremont in a few weeks 
should return to claim his wedded bliss 
in you, let him not be fated to find a 
reoewal of miseiy through the machimu 
tions of Mr. Stemham.'' 

Rosa's Ups moved in promise, but ar- 
tiodation iras denied faer-*-lost in the 
conflict of sensations» for which the in* 
flnence of fintitude could find no power ; 
since die basis of all was uncertainty, 
sttrmise, hope, and fear« 
. This promise given^ Mr. Trench press-» 
ed her with tender pity and affection to 
his bosom as he thanked her^ then kiss- 
ed Mrs. Gore» and in evident emotion pre- 
cipitately left the room» articulating an 
affecting benedjction on those he leß; be- 
hind him. 
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For many and many a minute sAer the 
departure of Mr, Trench, our poor Rosa 
sat with eyes immoveably fixed upon the 
door he had passäd through, like the mute 
and motionless statue of insensibiUty, her 
senses all suspended from action by the 
sudden, the inexplicable blow she had 
received ; until Mrs. Gore, all impatience 
for her powerful emotions upon the 
farewell of Mr. Trench to subside, that 
she might be liberated from her post of 
consoler, to descend and seek gratifica- 
tions for her painfiH curiosity ere the tra« 
vellers should depart, suddenly took her 
band, and enquired ^< how she found her- 
seif?'' 

This abrupt question had the effect Mrs« 
Gore's wishes had anticipated } Rosa star- 
tled into animation, found every suscep- 
tible feeling once more upon the rack of 
mental anguish ; but fortunately, feminine 
weakness could not long endure them 
without sogie visible sign of the warring 
conflicty aad she burst into an abundant 
flow of tears; and although Mrs. Gore 
beheld how convulsive was thia sorrow'a 
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distillation, she salved the cotnpassion of 
her conscience by clinging to the belief, 
that now she wept, all would be well, and 
hastily departed to seek in vain for the 
gratification of her curiosity. 

The moment Mrs. Gore departed, Rosa 
lost not one moment in availing heröelf of 
the opportunity of devoutly iraploring, on 
her knees, power to sustain the ills that 
had assailed her ; and soon she found how 
impenetrable was the shield of piety ; how 
assuasive its balms; for she at length 
heard the rapid roll of the carriage that 
bore Egremont away, most probably for 
ever, as a lover from her, with only an in- 
creased blanch of cheek, a quivering of 
her lip, and a bursting sigh that struggled 
with her firmness for its utterance. 
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Maria Edgeworth;. Aothot of *' Tale« •£ FasbioiM^ik 
Life," &c. &c. 3 vols. l2mo. Price \l, 1*. 

PATRON AGE. By tlte dime Author. TUord Edi^n. 
4 vols. ISmo. Price l/. 8*. 

COMIC DRAMAS. By thtrsame Autfaer. 1 vol. I«mo. 

Price 7s. 

SARSFIELD, or tfie Wanderings of Yooth ; an Irish 
Tale. By Johk Gamble» Esq,. Stiabaae« 3 yob. ifteo* 
Price lös. 6d, boards. 

HOWARD. By the same Author. 2 vols. ISmo. 
Price Qs. 

WARWICK CASTLE, an Historical NoveL By 
Miss Prickbtt; contäining, amongst other desultory In- 
formation, the Descent and Achievements of the ancient 
Earlsof Warwick, from the earKcst period of theircreation to 
the present time. With some Account of Warwick, Birm- 
ingham, Lemington, &c. &c. intersoereed with Pieces of 
local Poetry, incidental Bioeraphy, ana Anecdotes of English 
History. 3 vols. 12mo. Price l/. Is- 

MODERN TIMES, or the Agp We Live In i a 

Posthuroous Novel, dedicated by Permission to the Right 

Honourable Conntear Ckiwper. Ikr EtnrABrrr Helme $ 

Author of'ThePllgrfanor the Greas/^^te. 3« vols. 12mo. 
- los. 6rf. 
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THE BRITISH PLUTABCH; cotitaiBittg the LWtftof 
the mo6t Eminent Divines, Patriot9> Stalesmen, Warriort» 
Philosophers, Poets, and Artist» of Grea4 Bri4EaiD and IreUnd» 
fiom the Acscesuan of Heocy VIII. to the preseot time. A 
nftw Edition, rf»arranged and enridied with aevenal additionaL 
Lives» Bv the Rev. Fravcis W^avouau, M. A. F. R. &• 
6 large vols. 8vo. Price 3A 12«. boards. 

*^* Besides presenting at least one distiogpaisbed exampTe, 
and frequently aeveiai, in nearly every respectable divi^ion of 
Society, thie colkctioo of one hundred Lives exbibits an a^^ 
most oontinuous view of the English ajuiala from the rudir 
nientsof the Refoiisation under Henry VIII. to the coffclu- 
sion of the last centory. 

THE LETTERS OF THE LATE WM. COWPER, 
EsQ. to his Friends. A aew Edition, revised by his kino-. 
man, J. Johnsoo» LL. D. Rector of Yaxbam with Wel- 
borne,. in Noifolk. 3 vola. foolscap,. elegaotly printed. 
Price \L 1«. with a Portrait. 

THE ILIAD AND ODYSSEY OF HOMER, trans- 
Uted iDlo Ei^sh Blank Verse, witli coptous Alterations 
aad Notes. By the same Author. 4 vols. uniform wirb the 
£«tter8. Price 1/. 8j. 

*^* These two Works, with the Poems, in 3 rok. consti- 
tuie the complete Works of Cowper. Priee 3/. 1 Is. 

THE INQUISITION UNMASKED ; being an Histo- 
rical and Philosophical Aceount of that tremendous Tribu- 
nal : founded on authentic Documents ; and exhibiting the 
neees»ity o# its Suppression, as the Mean» of Reform and 
Rt^eneratioa. Wriiten and poblished at the time when: 
the NaAioflal Congress of Spaia was about to deliberate on 
thts important meaaare. By D. Antokio Puigblastch. 
Trao^ed from the Author*s enlarg^d Copv, by Wm. Wal- 
Tov, Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. illustrated by twelve Historical £o* 
oravings* Pricr iL 10«. boards. 

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM HUTTON, F. A. S. in- 
cluding a particular Account of tlie Riota in Birmingham, 
in 1791; to which is subjoined the Historyof his Family, 
written by himsel^ and edited by his daugbter Cathbrine 
HcTTttN. In avo. witb a Portcatt. Second edstioo. 
Price 12*. 

A COÜRSE OF LECTURES ON DRAMATIC ART 
AND LITERATURE. By Wm. Auqüstüs Schlbobl. 
Translated from ihe original Gferman,. by John Black. 

'* The present work contains a eritic^ and historical ac- 
couiU of tbe ancrent asd nodem dram»— the Greek, tho 
Latin» the Itaüaa, the French, the Spaoish, aod the Ger^ 
man. The view which the Authoc haa taken of the stand? 
productioas, whether tragic or comic, in these different ! 
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Images, 18, id genei^l, in^nious and just; änd hisspecula- 
tive reasönings on the Principles of Taste are otten as 
aatisfactory as they arc profound." * . * * * 

*' We have, we trust, said enough of this work to recom* 
mend it to the reader We ought to add, that the Irans- 
lalion apueare to be very res^ectMe "-^Edinburgh Review, 
Feh. 18J0. 

TWO SKETCHES OF FRANCE, BELGIÜM, AND 
SPA, in Tours during the Suromers of 177I and I8I6; 
with a Portrait of Napoleon*s Guide at Waterloo. By the 
Author of Letters from Paris in ISOS'd. In 8vo. Price 7s, 

ENGLISH SYNONYMES Explained in Alphabetical 
Order; with copious Ulustrations and Exatnples drawn from 
the best Wrhers. By George Crabb, of Magdalen Hall« 
Oxford. In a very large volume, Svo. Price 1/. 1^. 

'* it is to be wished that soine such work as the Abb^ Gi- 
rard*s Synonimes Fran^oises were undertaken for our tongue. 
Nothing woiild contribute more to precise and elegant writ- 
ing.*'— -iü/aiV* Lecturcs. 

IJSEFUL KNOWLEDGE, or a Familiär and Explana- 
tory Account of the various Production» of Natore, Mineral, 
Vegetable, and Animal, which are chiefly einployed Ibr the 
use of Man. lUustrated with numerous Figures, and in- 
tended as a work both of instruction and reference. By 
the Hev. Wm. Bingley, A. M. F. L. S. late of Peterhouse 
College, Cambridge ; and Author of AnimaL Biography, &c. 
3 vols. 12mo. Price 1/. \s, 

*^* It has been the object of the Author to compress into 
this little work alt the interesting information he could ob- 
tain respecting usefui productions, and, at the same time, to 
render it as entertaining by illustrative anecdote, andasdevoid 
of technical words and phrases, as possible. The figures, 
which are near 200 in number, have been drawn u|)on as 
small and economical a scale as was compatibie with a suffi- 
ciently accurate representation of the objects to which they 
relate. — {See the Preface.) 

THE PHYSIOGNOMICAL SYSTEM OF DRS. 
GALLANDSPURZHEIM ; founded on an Anatomical 
and Physiological Examination of the Nervous System in 

Sneral, and of the brain in particular; and indicating the 
is|x>sitions and Manifestations of the Mind. By J. G. 
Spurzheim, M. D. Royal 8vo. Price 1/. lOs. with uine- 
teen Copper-iiiates. The Second Edition, with additions. 

HARMONIES ÖF NATURE. By J. B. H. De St. 
Pierre, Author of Studies of Nature, Paul and Virginia, 
&c. Translated from the French, by W. Mbston, A. M. 
3 vols. 8vo. Price l/. i§s, wiih a Portrait. 
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